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INTRODUCTION

This is an account of the attempt of ﬁhe 3d Battalion, 67th
Armored Regiment, 24 Armored Division (reinforced) to seize the
Adolph Hitler Bridge over the RHINE RIVER at UERDINGEN, GERWMANY intact
on 3 March 1945. The attempt was unsuccessful for the Germans destroyed
the bridge shortly after our troops seiﬁedkthe western approaches and
abutment and were forming to cross it, .

The b&ckgrouné of events prior to 3 March were as follaws;

The 2d Armored Division as part of XTX Corps and NINTH Army had
reached the ROER éIVER north of JULICH on 3’December 19&4; A crossing
wasg considered imprudént wﬁile the SCHMIDT DAMS remaiﬁed iﬁ»eﬁeﬁy hénds.
During the next three months, aftempts were made by FIRST Army to -
seize the dams, to destroy them by bombing, and the ARDENNES Campaign.
was fought, The‘cam@aign to c¢lose to the RHINE finaily got under.waj
late in February‘1945. ,

The strategy of the campaign Was:té close to the RHINE RIVER all
along the front to set the stage for forcing crossing; and reduction
of the RUHR DISTRICT and finelly of GERMANY itself., NINTH Army was
making the ﬁain effort along its right flank on the line JULICH -
NEUSS. \

The 2d Armored Divisioﬁ_attackéd out of the bridgehead made by

the 29th and 30th Infantry Divisi@ns at JULICH on 26 February 1945.
V.CCA and CCB were’attacking abreast with CCR following CCA on the left
to prevent escaﬁe of Ggrmans attempting to get out of the pocket. The
attack progressed day and pight stopping only to bridge the NORD
BANAL in GCB's zone. | L

-For‘routes*and progress made refer to Map A.

During this entire attack enemy air was more aciive than usual.
Good flying Weather\prevailed‘generally. He employed jet propelled
aireraft against us for the first time.

Enemy resistance at first was stubborn but as the attack gained



momentum the enem& bégan to surrender in grqups. He lacked reserves
and supplies, Considerable artillery fire was received as well as anti-
tank firé from the anti-aircraft guné,which defended the RUHR in great
numbers and from tanks. Dubing the period only ohe,real counterattack
‘vias received. The enemy attacked in grouQS‘Ter the West in attempts

to escape,

GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES

The country over which the aﬁtac£>tbok place is the flat RHINE
plain. A1l the land except in the ?ill‘&ges and gities is devoted to
farming. There are no scattered farm buildings as farmeﬁs livé in
the numerous small communities near their land. These villiages
afforded good cover and conéealment‘for anti-tank weapons and
accompanying infantry.,

The area is adjacent to and southwest of the RUHR DISTRICT and
contained the’iméortaﬁt centers and manufacturing cities of MUNCHE -
GLADRACH, NEUSS, KREFEID and UBRDINGEN.

After the winter rains and floods the ground was wxtremely
soft and waterlogged, Cross-country movement was underﬁéken when
necessary but resulted in mired tanks in mumerous cases uniess preceded

by reconnaissance,

EVENTS OF 2 MARCH 1945
on 2 Yarch, the 3d Battélion, 67th Armored Regiment was part of

CCR which was following CCA on the left flank., The night of 1 - 2
March was passed in withstanding a tank and infantry counterattack

at SCHIEFBAHN by elements of lBOtthanzer Lehr,Division.which were
attempting to ePecape frém VMUNCHEN-GLADBACH. From SCHIEFBAHN the
Battdlion moved to WILLICH closing aboﬁt 1130 on 2_Mafch. Ii procéﬁed
_'accdrding to orders and attacked the large factory and road center 3
on. the soﬁthwestern outskirts of KREFELD at 1500. After 10 mihutes
the éttack,was célled off, Weré it not for the communications facili-
ties which exist in tank wnits this would have been a very difficult

task.

\

At 1545 the Battalion was attachedbto CCA and recéived orders to -
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assemble in the southern outskirts of FISCHEILN, It had to fight to
get to its assembly’area and lost one medium tank and.destroyed oné
German sglf;propglled gun and a few inﬁantrymen. Shortlj afﬁer assembl-
ing at FISCHEIN the Battalion was again ordered to assemble in BOSTHG-
HOVEN which it did closing about 1900, |
" The Battalion Commander reportéd tb CCA Headguarters about 1600.
The Division COmmandér'verbally reéssigned the Bgttalion at this time
to CCB. N |
At this time the 3d Battalioﬁ consisted of a Headguarters and
Headouarters Compsny containing an Assault Gun Platoon of 3 105mm
Howitzers on the Mh(Sherman)‘tank, a Mortar Platoon of 3 &lmm mprtafs
mounted in half-tracks and a Reéonnaissance Platoon, two medium tank
companies and one light tank company. Thé medium tank companies were
'still armed with the M4 tank mounting #he 75mm gun'except for L tanks
in each compsany mounting 76émm. guns., The 7émﬁ tanks hadyonlylé rounds
each of HVAP ammunition which provided our iny means of makiﬁg a
creditable showing in a stand-off tank fight. We Were;»then; a bk
round Battalion! The light tanks were all ¥5's mounting the 37mm gun.
This was two months before the end of thé war in_Eurdpe§ 
| ‘At CCB orders were received for the attaék verbally, the'details
being worked‘out jointly by the CCB Cbmm;nder andvfhevBattalibn
Commander, The roufe was chosen from excellent maps and aerial photos,
The intelligence contribution to the attack is interesting, The
CCB S-2 estimated the enemy situation'and capabilities as follows:‘
"You should have no trouble, there is nothing out tﬁere“.
The attack was set for 0100 3 Maréh, that being the earliest time
that it was believed the different elements of the force could join
: ‘ : .
" in BOSINGHOVEN, ~
The plan was simple: Attack straight north on the secondary‘road
out of BOSINGHOVEN to the Autobahn, turn east on the AUtbbahn, crcss
the bridge and take up defénsive_poaitioms on the east bank of the
~ RHINE in thevmicinity’of MUNDEIHEIM. The attack was $0 be in éne |

nature of a dash.’



Attachments to 3d Battalion, 67 Armored Regiment were as follows:
Company H, Llst Armored Infantry Regiment
Compaﬂg'ﬁ, 379th Infantry Pegiment, 95th Infantry Division
3d Platoon, Company G, 17th Armored Engineer Battalion
3d Platoon, Company B, 702d Tank Destroyer Battalion
éd Platoon, Company €, 702d Tank Destroyer Battalion
Special Demolition Sguad, 17th A rmored Ehginéer Battalion
Platoon Flamethrower Tanks
The Tank Battalion and Company H, A4lst Armored Infantry Regiment
had habitually worked together but the other attachments were new.
The Commanders of some of the above units wore not available for
receipt of thé@aﬁtélion order. This was not conéidered so had as to
recuire & delay in thé attack for it was anticipated that if we were

- able to meke the quick dash, all units would follow in trace, and it

_ . -~

not, onlv the advance guard would be engaged,
The Battalion order consisted of the general plan as outlined by
CCE, an order of march since we were to start out on the road; and
igeneral iﬁstructions to the effect thét only armored fighting vehicles
would be taken and that all vehicles would keebjwell toiéhe right of
the road. The first was to shorten the column as much as possible
and to Pteduce the possibility of a knocked~out vehicle causing a road
\yzt ‘block., The second was to prevent any vehicle causing a road block in
the event of destruction or failure.
The order of march was as foiloﬁé:
Advance Guard: C O Co H 67th Armd Regt Commanding
Cémpany H, 67th Armd Regt |
Atﬁached: lst Plat Co K 379th Inf (riding.on‘the tanks)
S@eciél Demolition Sqﬁad, 17th Armd Engr Bn
Plat Flamethrower Tanks
3d Plat Co C 17th Armd Engr Bn
Main Body: (follow Advance Guard without intefval)
Co C 67th Armd Regt (light tanks) { |

Co K 37%9th Inf(~ lst Plat) (riding tanks C and I Companies)
. : Co I 67th Armd Regt



Co H A4lst Armd Inf Regt
~ Assault Gun Plat 3d Bn 67th Armd Regt
¥ortar Plat 3d Bn 67th Armd Regt
3d Plat Co B 702d Tank Uestrover Battalion
Rear Guard: (follew liain Body without interval)
3d Plat Co C 7024 Tank Uestroyer Battalion
The order of march was dictated by tﬁevfollowing considerations:

1) That Company K, 379th Infantfy had no.orgaﬁic transporta= .
tion while Company H, Alst Armored Infantry Regiment had its éwn half-
tracks, Thus one platoon of Company K was attached to the Advance Guard
tank company in order to put accompanying infantry with the tanks and
because these infantrymen.hadyno other transportation,

2) The Special Demolition Sguad was put well forward in order
to be on the bridge early where it would drop off and remove the demo-
litions fro@ the bridge. |

3) The Platoon Flamethrower Tanks wa%@placed in the Advance

Guard in order to bé forward if close fighting devélbped.
, . B ,

L) The light tenk company was plaCed at the heaﬁ of the Main
Body beoaﬁée this constituted the reébnnaissance agency for the force.

5)The Assault Gun and Mortar Platoons were placed at the rear
since there waé ampie artillery support. These platoons‘had not seen
the ground in daylight and were not capable of fulfilling their pri-
mery mission of providing a base of fire unbtil daylight. They were
plzced toward the rear for the ride only.

6) The two Tank Destrover Platoons were included in the force
ﬁo/beef up the anti-tank defense on the eastern bank, These platoons
were armed with.the selfpropelled S0mm gun.

Artillery féward observers Wére with sach tank and infantry com-
vpany.“Thefe were five battalions of artillery in direct support of
the attack and‘seferal more incluﬁing Corps heavy artiliery capable
of firing into the area and available on.call,

The 0100 jump-off time was postponed one hour when it became evi-

dent that the infantry would not close in BOSINGHOVEN before 0100 and

it was desired that all troops be completely joined up and briefed,
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The platoon of flamethrower tanks never did arrive and the CCB
Commznder cancelled their attachment., As events of the 3d March turned

out, these weapons could have been employed to good advantage.

ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE, 3 MARCH 1945

The attack got off at 0200 with the Advance Guard moving férﬁaﬁd
at full spedd but not for long. As the column avproached the first
smell road crossing, the‘poini came under heavy direc@ anti~tank and
_im&iseét artillery fi?e. ‘The leading kank was hit and set afire and
by its iiﬁht the next tank in column was hib quickly.

As the Advence Guard had no indication of the location of the
enemy, it held up znd celled for artillery fire on the area to its
front end flanks.

The Advence Guard then made several unsuccessful attempts to b7;
prass the burning tenks by moving cross-country but were stopped. each
time by very accurate firé which cost tanks for each effort made.

The CCB Commander gave orders to hold up the tank attack., He=s
called up the 3d Battalipn 379th Infantry from abreﬁervg positioh
and ordered it to malte 2 dawn atback supported by Compaﬁy I, 67th
Armored Regiment to secure the underpass west of KREFELD-LINN.

This attack was successful andiihe underpass was secufed about
0900,

Company I, 67th Armored Regiment replaced Company H inﬁthe Advance
Guard and the Task Force passed tﬁrough 3d Battalion 37%th Infantfy
and proceeded on its original mission. :

As the Advance Guard moved onto the’Autobahn, itrcame under heavy

d
small arms end bazooks fire from the buil@ingsfnear the Autobahn, The

infantry left the tanks and started clearing the houses. - This effort

wag suprorted by all the artillery within range plus the fire from the

tank main guns and machine guns, Company I expended its complete
basie load of ammunitdon in attempting to reduce the resistance.

The buildings were reinforced concrete apartment houses, The

~artillery fire was not too effective but had the result of driving

the enemy into the basements, Our most effective procedure was to use
artillery to drive them into the bassments and then have the tanks

-7 -



fire a round of armor plercing ammunition to create a hole in the wall
end to follow it immediately with a round of white phosphorus through
the same hole. In spite of this the progréss was slow,

Shortly after 1200 the Advance Guard was well on the Autobahn and
sent 2 tank forward toward the bridge. As this’tank nosed over the
first railroad overpass, this overpass being slightly arched, it was
struck by anti-taﬁk fire which broke to left Sprocket and caused the
tank roll back down the grade and out of the line of fire,

\ ’ : , ) .

Almost immediately after this incident, a % ton truck came up the
column from the rear, passed this knocked=out tank and proceeded toward
the bridee. It was hit and demolished before going 200 yards. The ’
bodies were iéentified aé the driver and a (aptain of Ordnance assigned
to & Corps unit, No explanetion of their action is possible. The

incident illustrates a lesson which was disregarded too often in this

war - do not gel beyond the front line unless it 1s known what is

-

being done znd in case of doubt, ask.
- About this time a report was received from a section of iight

tanks which had been sent to reconnoiter to the RHINE thrbugh KREFELD=

LINN. This tank section reached the rivef and répbrtedethe route cléar.

It might be wondered Why.this course was not followed much
ea?lier rather than continue the slow fight at the Autobahn. -The
reason was that it was not believed%that.vehicles could get onto the
Autobahn at any point east of the point where we were tryiné. The
Autobahn in this area is on a high‘embankmenﬁuapéréaching the heighﬁh
of over a three story buildiﬁg as it approaches the river.

As a result of this reConnaissancexéﬁd»purely in hopes of finding
some way of getting onto the bridge, the Task Force turned east
thfoug*ﬁEEFELD-LINN with Company H, 67th A}mored Regiment and Company
H, 41lst Armored Infantry Regiment acting as Advance Guard.~i

The former Advanée Guafd disengaged itself and @ithdrew into
KBEFELD—IINN where it guarded the rear and received a replenishment
of its basic load of ammunition,

The tanks and infentry had no difficulty in reaching KREFELD-
REEINHAFEN but a sharp fight occured when tﬁe bridge embankmenﬁ was

approached, The enemy on our side (south side) of the embankment
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The enemy destroyed the bridge as a force conéistiﬁg of two
infantry companies aﬁd the engineers wag being form;d to make the
crossing,

‘The Task For¢e had fought hard against stubborn =nd fanaticél
resistance on 2 mission which all hands were keen to accomplish,

With success almost within its grasp the enemy tad destroyed these

high hopes.

IESSONS 1EARNEﬁ'
The attack indicated again the desirability of permitting time
k for commanders to look over the gréund in éaylight. Hadksuah been
possibls,bﬁore éuccess might have resulted from the night attack
by knowing our wayvaroundiéross-country in attempting to by-pass
the burning tanks on the road,
Lack of time also prevented thorough'diééeminatibn of orders
-and the organization of the hastily assembled uﬁité into a tegm.
Although this actually had little effeét on the outcome of the
fight,’it &id create aniiety on the part of every commaﬁdér and served
to make every task more difficultb.
ﬁ The attack i§ a good illustration of what can happen to tanks
at night. ) |
The final 1eéson(iearned was that when the benefits to be gained
are large enough, it is wise to mske an attempt to secure them regard-
less of the'ﬁazards and difficulties involved. Had we been able to |
secure the bridge intact, the benefits,resuliing to the force as a
" whole are obvious, For this reason, the making of a éuick attack ét
night with tamkskﬁitﬁout benefit of daylight reconnaissance and the

employment\of~a'hastily organized force were entirely justified.
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