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‘breakthrough.

PREPACE
 This 'r;e:-!z:‘icerﬁ' deseribes the 2nd Armmd Division's linmited
@bjeait«We attack from 16 to 28 Noverber 19¥Y in the ROTR River
Offensive against @ grinly defended sognént of the STECPRIED LIV,
To find an exatple Of & 1inited objective atback by armor In
World War Il is difficult because tanks by their éﬁmm seck al-

ways to thrust deep and break free in the enemy's reér areas where

they uen wreak the maximm demage, In this operation the abtack

was limited by the R@ER River from any hope or possibility of a

The &ei‘mmmn ot the begnmmg of Chapter II that & linited
eb,}eatlve is normally within the enemy battle p@satien WES
hamtered out by our ccmmttee wzth the help of faculty nembers
of the Command and S.-%&ff- Department, The Azmored Schoel.

| In order to preseh¥ a clfeai-, unbroken narrative of the
actlon, many mteresi;mg smelights have Peen omifited. Those
which are vlﬁal ‘1;0 a %;horcmg‘h un&erstandmg of @he operatwn |
have been added & appendices. Since this report is a study of
an samggse@; llmite&o’o;ect ive attack, the tank e{eﬁipmz have been

stressed. Although infantry and artillery partigipation has not

been described in detsil, the vital necessity for combined arms

teamiogk must not be overlooked,
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~We are indeébted to Major‘M. Je. L. Greene and Mr. Joe . .
Hidbbs, both of the Research and Evaluation Department, The Armored
School, for their meticulous editing of our manuscript. .Their .
‘helpful suggestioné are/responsible for whatever clarity and
unﬂy'the'readér_may find in our narrative. |
Records and accounts of the planning phase are meager,
no doubt because they were never written down in permanent form
until they became decisions and orders. Héwever, Major Greemne
provided us with ample after action repofts,.unit histories,
and documents dealing with the battle. |
We weré particularly fortunate in obtaining first hand

accounts from members of the 2nd Armofe&’niyision who partic—
ipated in‘thé.events. Brigaéier General Johﬁ H, Géllier, former
commander of CCA; Colonel Paul 4, Disney, who commanded the 67th
Armoréd Regimaaty Lieutenant Colonel Frank M, Muller, assiétant
division G-Y during the operation; 'Major H. S. long, Jr., com-
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- CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION N
A month before the Battle of the Bulge the newspaper
headlines in the United States screamed "ALLIiS?STﬁIKE FOR FINAL
VICTORY IN P wEsT,“l The November Offensive on the Wc:ster_n
Front had jumped off, 'Precedesd by Third Army's push 8 Nox}ember
in TORRAINE toward the SAAR, the entire front from the SCHELDT
to the VOSGES drove forward on 16 Nbvembér toward the RHINE.,
Iittle wonder fhat Hanson W, Baidwin, military analyst'Of the New
York Times excléimed exdberanﬁly, "A great Allied attempt to end
- the war With Germeny this year started last week..«."2
But the men of the 2nd Armored Division had a more limited
’ objective, Nét BERLIN, but a slight rise in'the»muddy ground‘
north'ofGEEEOKSWEﬁlﬂﬁﬁ SERMANY, was thei; goalé and they expected
a dogged, desperafe battle to get there. They‘had good reason.
Along with the fest of the Allied Armies they had outrun their
‘supply lines in the wild dash from NORMANDY across FRANCE! and
now after a‘moqtﬁ's delay they faced a reorganized German army
‘securely defending the famous SIEGFRIED LINE area.
| To the‘séuth the grim battle for AACHEN Just endea had -
demonstrated the enemy capability of tenaceous defense, And we-
- now know from a postwar stétement by the commander of the German
.32212_23325, which opposed the 2nd Armored Division, that he had
been ordered to hold &t All coshe és p&ré:ef thesbounter-offensive

} which Hitler was even then planning, "Neither the (German)



troops nor (their)leaders mew at this time that an advance on
MAASTRICH was intended to take place from the bridghead at
 ROERMOND in connection with the offensive in tﬁe ARDINNES. There-
fore the unconditional demend that no ground éé given up."

These defenders facing the 2nd Armored bivision held A
deep belt of strongly fortified towns stretcﬁiﬁg to the ROFR |
River, with mutﬁally-suéporting fields of fire surrounding each
town., 4n attacker could find little cover in the gently rolling
fields between these fiercely defended strong points, Besides
these fortificationsba sea of mud covered the entife battle ared,
restricting'wheeled vehicles to paved roaés and makiﬁg the going,
even for tanks, a1most~impossib1e.5 To his staff General Simpson,
the Winth Army commander, said ‘succinetly, "I expect one hell of
~a fight," 4 |

In General EiSenhoﬁer‘s overall planvthe Fifst, Third,
and NMinth Aimies were to attack to the REINE with Generéi‘Sinmsdn's
Ninth Army protecting the left flank of the First.7 hTinfh Army ‘
‘assigned its main effort to XIX Corps, commanded by Major General
Raymond S. McLain, This Corps was composed of three veteran
divisions = the 2nd Armored Division commanded by Major General
Ernest N, Harmon, the 29th Infantry D1v1s1on commanded by Major
General Charles H, Gerhardt, and Major General Leland S. Hobbs!
30th Infantry Division, The 2nd Armored DiVisionfs combat record

" went back to the NORTH AFRICAN landings dnd the SICILIAN campaign,



while 511 thzlee divisions had been ou£sténaing in the NORMANDY
campaign and the ST LO breakthrough. (See Appendix i-G for back-
ground of 2nd Armored Division.)

XIX Corps plammed its main effort with the 29th and 30‘th -
Divisions making a combined éttack on JULICH to esta‘bli'sh a |
. bridgehead across the ’ROER.‘ The 2nd Armored, Division prbtecting‘
their northern flank would drive ﬁortheast vto two objectives,
GERION SWILER and BARMEN, from its positions along the line
| WALTRf{CHEI\TFBEGGE'DIDORF.g (See Appené.-ix VI‘II-_—A for map.) By going
as far ag the first objective, @RMWEEI?E&, f;hé 2nd Armored
Division would seize the high ground at hill 98 dominating
LINVICH on the ROER River. Then the 102nd Infantry Division
‘would pass through to reach the river and mke 2 crossing.' The
capture of the second .objective, BARMEN, would deny the enemy his -
last north~south communications west of the ROER and prot;ct the
left flaﬁk of 'the '29ti1 D‘ivisi-on attack; on JULICH and itg sub-
sequent crossiné of the ROER., From an assenbly area in the
vicinity of BARMEN the 2nd Armored Division would prepare to
follow the 29th across the ROIR.

For the 2nd Armored Division the opei‘ation wag dividea
into two distinct efforts. Poised 1ik§ a boxer on the line
WAURICHEN-BEGGENDORF it planned first to throw a left jab north-
east to GEPECNSVELFR end then a punch with the right due east to
BARMEN, 3Brigadier General I. D, White's Combat »Commancvl B ‘would -

make the left jab to GEEONSWEENE and then turn its sector over
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~ to the 102nd Division of XIIi Corps which would drive on from
 G£&@OHaEIEB to LINNICH, At that time the Qorps bouﬁdary would
shift to south of ﬁDEREN. (See Appenédix VIII-B for map.) The
punch with the right would be'madé-by Combat Command A, commanded
éy Brigadier General (then Colonél) John H, Collier, after CCB's
attack and after the 29th Division had cleared SETTERICH. Then i%
would drive through SEZTTERICH, EDERN and FRETALDRVHOVEN $o seize
MERZENHAUSEN and BARMAN, (For attack order see Appendix VI.)

On the left of the Eqd‘Armorea Divisicn.the_front cufved
back beyond WAURICHIN, CCB's drive would deepen & salient already
created by the German possession of GEIEENKIRCHEN to the left }eaf
of WAURICHEN. The g4th Division éf XITI Corps was placed under
British BOYGorpé for the reduction of GEILEHKIRCHEN to widen the
séliegt before XIII Corps passed the 102nd Division through CCB
at g pENswoER  to maké XIII Corps! main effort‘againét LINNICH,

"To sum up, the mission of the XIX Corps was to estadlish
a bridgehead at JULiCH and’té advance within striking distance of
LINNICH, The mission of British 30 Corps was %o facilitate/the
@ovements of the XIX and XIII Gorﬁé by reducing the GEILENKIRCHEN
salient."9 XIII Corps had the ﬁiésion of’carrying the ball be- |
yond CCB's objective at GEREONIWELI® té selze a bridgehead at

‘LINNiGH. Thus 2nd Armored Division's mission was a limited ob-
 jective attack between the main effort of XIX Corps on thé right

to JULICH and XTII Corps! main effort on the left to LINNICH.



Due ﬁo unfavorable weather the attack originally planned
for 10 Nov was postponed day by day until 16 Nov, At 1245 that
day,'fdllowing an air strike greater than fhe memorable'carpet'
hémbing at ST L0, the armies attacked;&o In the 2nd Armored
Divisibn sector‘GCB's initiél Objectives,_IMMEDNOR? and PUFFEINDORF

fell the first day, but the reduction of APWEILIR required three

days, The 9th Panzer Division counter attacked the morﬁing of-
17 Nov in the biggest tank battle in 2nd Armored eXperiencel1 de—
laying the capture of GEEMINHENI? until 20 Nov; Meanwhile CCA
attacked 18 Nov through MDERE and FRITALDENHOVEN to secure
 MERZENEAUSHN and BARMEN, which fell 28 Nov,
This operation dﬂlé&bﬁ@ﬁ above all that ARMOR DRAWS

ARMOR, The German commanders considered the presence of 2nd

Armored Division such a threat that they drew in all available

armored units to meet it. The 9th Panzer Division, 15th Panzer

Grenadier Division and 10th §S Panzer Division were all committed

against the 2nd A;@ored Division despite the necessity to hoard
every tank for the ARDENNES counter—offensive. Yet the 2nd Armored
.Division was makigg only & limited dbjective attack blocked by

the ROFR River from any possibility of a decisive breakthrough.

On each flank é corps main effort thrust out for a bridgehea&r-

XIX Corps! 29th Division against JULICH on the south and XIII
Corpst 102nd Divisioﬁ tawarﬁiLINNICH on the north, What would
have happéned if these German tanké had counterfatéacked either of

these infantry drives? The psychological effect of armor in

5



drawing enemy strengéh appears cleariy in this action.

In referring to the campaign, General Simpson said that
heavy weight German armor caused a high battle lqss'rate to our
lighter armored and gunned éanks. However, he added that the
2nd Armored Division inflicted heavy losses on the Jth Panzer and

15th Panzer Grenadier Divisions and diverted this enemy armor from

attack agalnst our infantry d1v1510n312
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CHAPTER 11
PLANVING A LIMITED OBJECTIVE ATTACK

The 2nd Armored Division's limited objective attack re-
Quired‘eSpécially careful planning. ‘This type.bf'éﬁ?ackbvaries
: frmm;the normal armored'gperaiioﬁrwhich seeks,aTBieakrth;oﬁgh
‘fdllcweé by exploitajion in the enemy's rear areas, “I% §s an
attack in which the objéctive is within-the enemy ﬁafﬁﬁé position-
and @he ¢commander has no intention of continuihg the attaqk
imﬁediately beyond that point, No plans are made for an exploita™
tion ana all effort is directed toward taking, securing, and de-
fending the objective,
| Since the objective isvwiﬁhin the batfle position, the
tactics employed are like those of the pehetration rather than
the exploitation, The objective is relatively close and it is
defended by an organized enemy.. Resistance will be 6pntinuous.and
inmediate heavy counterattacksvﬁay be expected.

Being close, the limited objective of fers fewer avenu;;
of approach and fewer choices of mansuver plans than & more dis—
tant obJective, This restriction of maneuver makes detailed
planﬁing more possible than for an attack on a distant dbjective,
which offers infinite variaiions aﬁd\ﬁossibilities for maneuvef.
The deliterafe planning is more.nécessaiy because of the heavy
resistance whieh is likely to 3e encountered, This applies
;quéllﬁ to tye 2nd Armored Division's objectives of GERTONSWEILER

and BARMEN,:



‘The timely receipt of the XIX Corps order afforded General
Harmon and his staff aéple time to make complete plans for this
limited \o«.bjectkive'attack against a strongly fortified position.
He-érdered the division engineer to conetruct & large sand table
representing the division zone of attack, ,This‘téble provéditdnbe
an invéluabie training 2id during the weeks of yreparation which
followed. Xey pefsonnel from each combat battalion were oriented
hereon. Each battalion commander ordered the construction of
smaller sand tables representing the ferrain in their particular
zZones. |
- Bach company comméﬁder briefed his tank crews on the

batfalion table so that when_H%Hpur arrived all crew members knew
the part that they would play in the overall plan. This type of
- planning, sornecessafy in an attack against a strongly organized
position, paid great dividends because it'eiiminated all hesita-
tion and confusion,

Becouse of the fiatness of the ground in the division
zone, built-up areas assumga an imx;orta.nce not normally given them.
These areas commanded virtually all crossroads and bridges. (See

’appendix IV for tErfain study. ) Arouhd all these key points the
Germans constructed aefensiVe positions in depth all‘the'way back
to the ROER River. . | |

In éddition the enem& dug extensive antiwtank ditches |
betwean these stréng points., Thése ditches were approximtely

ten feet wide and often eight feet deep. Two were encountered in



the division sector, omt beginning northwest of APYEILER apd
extending south to a point,wést of TOVERICH, with several gaps-
near FIOVERICE. A more coﬁtinuous ditch protected the’western
approaches to EDIZREN and FREIALDENHOVEN, Neither of these ditches
had been éompleted but weré tied in with é‘system of fire frenches
and foxholes,

Added ﬁo'the,obstacleé, presented by natural and prepared
defenses; wés the mud, Soil trafficability was the concern of
everyone from the Army Cbmménder, Lt. Gen. W, H. Simpson, down
to the Sherman tank commanders, who were to make the assault.
General Harmoh realizing that the condition of the soil was a
deciding factor of the date of attack personally checked the s;oil
daily.

The division drew up elaborate plans to overcome expected
obstacles, First the anti-tank ditches had to be bridged——a -
problem iﬁdreased\by the anti-tank fire covering these ditches,
Included in the plan was the decision to drive certain tanks into
the ditches and quickly doze them 6ver' thereby. forming a bfidgé.
. Another method was a bridge, improvised by the 17th Armored
Engineer Battalion, capable of supporting a medium tank and
'transporfed by a T-2 Tank Retriever (see plate 2), This retriever
woﬁld accompany the leading tanks prepared to bridge any ditch
4they met, It was expected that, despite thg addition of track
connector extensions (duck bills), the 5oggy ground would still

mire the vehicles,
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All light and medium ténks carried\lOgs approxjmatel& .
nine feet in length and four to six inches in diameter. These
logs would help incréasé‘flotation. Iashed in bundles they were
carried on the rear decks of the tanks, However, it was éeldom

‘necessary to use them because the tanks traveréedythe ground
‘eaéily in first and second gear. The area covered by the‘fighting‘
was dotted by log piles, after the tank crews decided to out

loose their unused burden.e

Additional obstacles confronting the division were
‘ minéfields and barhed wire concertenas employed‘to block avenues
of approaéh and gaps in. the prepared 6efenSes. The num?nouéﬁ

k minefields, both anti-tank and ant1~personne1, which the
.enemy had prepared were gapped'by the engineer units attached
to éach assault battalion. | | |

| General Harmon, realizing that secrecy in the attack was
practically ah impossibility, devised a véry effective plan of
dBCepfion. This was to confuse the Germans as'to when the assault
battalions moved o their attack positioné.. Several nights be-
fore the attack tank platoons, Llrst from CCB and later CCA,moved
in and out of VAURICHEN and BIGGENDORT during the night. The
\first~few nights this movement received hostile mortar and artillery
'flre and also caLsed the enemny to dlscharge flares along his front.
erntually ‘this movement ceaSed to alarm the Gernan%. Except for
the usual anount of harassing and interdiction fire the front
reméined quiet.
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e ' Logistics

The logistical situatlon within the division was generally
‘adequate; however, some problems did arise. Although the tank
strength was almost 100%, aboﬁtkhalf of the Mi's were'of the old
model, armed with 75 MM gxms. Track connector exﬁensioné for
full track vehiciés had not beeﬂ‘received in sufficiént quantity
by the division., Therefore the division ol arranged with a man—
ufacturer in LIEGE, BEmGIUM,[for the ﬁroduction.of these attach-
" ments. By D-day nearly tﬁfee~fouxths of the vehicles had been
equipped. After the installation of these extensions. tests
indicated a consideraﬁle’gaiﬁ in eross countr& mobility. Somé
new equipmént was received and a gregt deal §f maintenanca was
performed on all organizational equipment. Certain ammmition
iﬁ éhort supply was fationed by Arnmy. The shortage of 105 MM,
81 MM and all HVAP was especially serioﬁs, (For detailed lbgf

istic repbrt see Annex VIL)

Plan of Fire Supﬁort

‘ The divisiqn artillery‘pommander after studying thé
terrain and available enemy'information devised a plan of fire
support. 3By utilizing the 14th, 78th, 92nd, 65th and Sjrd Arm-
ored Field Artillery Battalions (105 MM HOW), and the 258th and
the 557th Field Artillery Battalions (155 MM Gun) he prepared an
exﬁénsive_thirty minute preparation to be fired prior to the time
- of attack. Iﬁtadditién to the artillery units mentioned above

the 84th Infantry Division on the north flank agreed to place the
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fire of its battalions on the initial thccﬁiveé“iﬁéﬂﬂﬁ‘a oo
of attack, |
To thicken the artillery and to add additional close sup-
port to the leading elements of CCB, the artillery commander's |
vplan\prOQided for the massing‘of all aééault gun‘and mortar platoons
in centralized firing positions. Fach platoon set up a fire dir~‘
eétiqn center and fifed first 6ﬁ freafranged missiéns during the
preparation and then onfgan missions, after the attack had been
launched. In aaditioﬁ, an air qbéerver from the 92nd AFA Bn
a@justedkfife on targets of opportunity. All platoons were piaced
on a comren radio channel and were tied in to the&air observer
and also to division artiliery fire direction center so' that calls
for fire from forward observers could be answered. This plah was
inxeﬁded to sédure maximum fire support to the initial assault
bfrom the available weapons, |
Preceding thé‘thirtybminute artillery preparatioﬁ the
Alliéd'Air Torces provided saturation o mbing of enemy>supp1y
and commmnication céntefs and assembly points in the ROER River
valley and townsg east‘ qf the line of departu‘re. IMMENDORF ,‘ |
FLOVERICE and LOVERICH were beach ’stmic;:k by & squadron of fighter— |
bombers. _Damége in the fowng though exﬁensive,,did'not hinder
‘the passage of the assault waves (see Appendix I11 for description

of air preparation).

1¥



Order of Battle

The 2nd Armored Division?s'lack‘of arméred iﬁfantry
was eSpecialiy serious in an attack of this kind against a
fortified position. It was necessary to attach infaﬁtry from
other divisions to make up the lack, 1t mst be remembered
that the 2nd Armored Division was oné of the old "heavy"
arnbfed divisions, which was later repléced by the present
light armored division. In‘the heavykdiViéion theié wers
two armored (tank) regiments and one armored infantry regi-
ment (see Figure llfor organization) - a total of six tank
vattalions and three infantry battalions compared to the
four tank and four inféntry battalions in the present div-
ision. In other words there Wers roughly 50% more tanks
and 25% less infantry in the heavy then in the present dive
ision, (However, one of the companies in each tank bat-
_talion was a light tank company.) One babtalion of the 406th
Infantry Regiﬁent, 102nd Infantry Division which attacked

with CCB on Nov 16, was not sufficient. Therefore, on
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~DETAILED REGIMENTAL ORGANIZATION -
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for attachments.)

Nov 17, it was veinforced by the entire regiment. (See Fig2
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The general enemy situation 1ndi¢ated a delaying action

oh successive positions to a strong defensive along the ROHER River.

The sector in front of the 2nd Armo;ed Division_was defended by

- elements of two infantry regiments. A recomnaissance battalion

and a separate machine gun‘battalion formed the main line of
resigtance, with one locally formed§batt1e gréup (kaggfgrugge)

consisting of approximately forty tanks and one regiment of
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. infantry from the 9th Panzer Division in reserve. (See Fig. 3.)




Ail this detailed planning paid off'in the assault
16‘mbv. The air preparation,followed immediately by fhe_exécuf
?ion of a coordinated artillery plan, ;tunned ﬁhe defenders,
Caréful integfation of attachéd infantry uﬁits.into the division
assureabmaximum striking power to the assault eéheloﬁs, Al-
though the neasures for bridglng the anti~tank ditches were
found to be unnecessary, the éetaalea orientatlon of each ine
dividual on the sand tables gave the troops a confidence which_
aBded to the violence of bheir assault, Force 1 reached 1ts
objectivé within.eight minutes and'the attack was;executed ex—

'actly\as planned.,

WOTES FOR CHAPTER II

1.
Personal 1nterv1ew, Oolonel Paul 4, Dlsney, former

Commander of 67th Armored Reglment at Fort Knox, Kentucky,
November 19&8
2. ‘ - :
- ‘Ninth United States Army, Operation IV, Offensive in
November (Mth Information and Historical Service) p. 56.

1R



" CHAPTER III
PHT ATTACK-—FIRST DAY -

Its éetalled blannlng completed, the 2ad Armored Division
attacked in column 6f combat commands, CCB leadlng. CCB had the
nission of selzing the hlgh ground north of GFRIONSWEILTR. To

' effectlvely cover the ZONe, General White (see Plate %) organized
his combat command into three task forces %nd assigned them that
part of the zone most favorable for their émployment. Colonel
Paul A, Disney's tank heavy force struck oé the south and captured
LOVERICH aﬁd PUFFIITORF with a successive; object ve attack,
Colonel Hillyard in the center seized FLOVEIRICH with his balanced
tank-infantry force. Colonel James C, Reeves' infentry heavy

' force took IMMEDORF in the north,
 Since the tremendous air hombardment preceedinz the First
rand Ninth Armies' attack required favorable weatHer, D-day and
E-hour could not be determined definitely in édvance. Corps order
set D-day as the first clear day after 10 Noveuber,

In preparation for the all out offensive, plans required units
to move to attack positions during the period io-il Yovember,
During daylight on the 10th, assault guns and mortars of the 67th
Armored Regiment and the Ylst Armored Infantry Regiment, and the
howitzers of the TSth and 8%rd Armored Field Artillery Battalions
moved forward to indirect fire positions prepared to support the
attack, Division halted movement of other troops at 2330 Nov 10

’ upon receipt of orders postponing the attack, The units returned
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, 1
to their original positions,. - From 12 to 15 Nov the division was

alerted daily, Finally, at 0400 hours 15 XNov Division received
instructions from XIX Corps that D-day would be 16 Nov, H-hour to
59 announced, General White moved his comﬁat comnand into attack
positions beginning at 0020 on 16 Nov (seé Appeﬁé?x VIII-C for
map). All units closed into their positions before daylight,

The three task forces of CCB attacked on a front of 3200
yards (for detailed composition see Appendix I-D), Task Force 1,
commanded by Colonel Paul A, Disney, moved into its attack pos—
ition in the BEGGENDORF-DRINHAUSEN area, Initially it was to.
seize LOVERICE, PUFVENDORF, and the high ground to the morth.
Task Force 2, under Lt, Col, Harry L. Hillyard, from its attack
position 1,500 yards north of UBACH, was fo take FLOVERICH, and
strike for the high ground southeast of APWEILER, Task Force X,
initially under Lt. Col, James C, Reeves, occupied an érea in and
around WAURECHEﬁ-g Its mission—-the capture snd holding of
IMMENDORF om the left flank, These forces planned to work inde-
pendently in taking the three initial objectives; then cooperate
in attaining further zains boward GEREONSWEILIR,

The air and artillery preparations the morning éf 16 YNov
proved very effective, 1204 American and 1188 British heavy
bombers participated.3 They hit practically all of the towns
in the immediate front of the 2nd Armored Division from the line
of departure to the RoER’River,u (see appendix III for detailed

study of the air strike). The weather did not clear sufficiently
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' for tﬁe air miss:.on untll la.t.e in the morning. Finélly,uiwordi”L  {. 
came at 08’40 that E—hour would definitely be at 1245 and that ’
the air str:.ke would precede the attack ,The artille_ry firedya/

: 30 minute preparatlon begmning at II minus 3‘0,.’ It inclu&ed. the"
flres of 20d Armored Division Artlllery, ghth Infant;ry D:.nsion '

' vartihery, battalions of XIX Corps Artillery, and the assault k
guns and mcrtars of the 67th and the 4ist AIR. sze battalions
‘fired cmcentratlons on known command posts and gun" posnions,

then seve;i battallons massed thelr fire on the three o‘o,)ectlves

‘ .'IMMEI!DOBI‘ E’LOVERICH and I-OVERIGH« h:.le SET”ERICH a,nd PRUMNEBN '

- oon each flank of the o’o;ectives received 51m11ar treatment,

,APWEILER and PU‘F‘“EMOI{E" were fired on- after the attack Jumped off
| , Pm:nptly at 12’45 CCZB cros sed the llne of departure wm’th

., three ta,sk forces abreast covering ﬁhLe entlre dwlsion zone of

N a.tta,ck.. :

Ta.sk Foree 1

| Golonel Ihsney divided his tank heavy force into three
teams budlt arou.ud. 1st Bn, \6‘(,th vAr;nozj‘ed Regt, .,end Bn, 67th :
vArmored Regt and 3rd Bn, Ll-l.'s‘t'r.&tr“morei‘.". Infé;hti';’y‘ Regt .r’espectivelly._
Major Clifton B Batchelder commander of the 1st Bn, 67th
“,_,A.rmored Regt, commanded the right (south) team. It consmted. of
lst Bn, 67th Armored Regt (<), a platoon of Companv B, 17th
'Armored. Engmeer Bn and a platoon from Company }3 7026. Tank
/ Destroyer Bn (90mm), . | |
Batchelder:s vforce had the mission of enveloping IOVERICﬁ -
' from the south a.nd. protect:mg the right' flank of the"‘ieift force .
IR . . . 22 : o ‘ Co




by neutralizing eﬁemy fire from the east ané nbrtheast Having
accomplished these missions, it was to be. prepared to assisgt in
the attack on PUFFENDORF and the high ground to the north,

Lt Col, Lemuel E, Pope commanded phe left (north) force
vhich consisted of the 2nd Bn, 67th. Armored Reg1ment reinforced
by Company E, LUlst Armored Infantry Reglmegﬁ, and a platoon
each of engineers and tank destroyers, Tﬁ; mission of this force—
to cross the line of departure on order, ﬁéss to the north of
LOVERICH, capture PUSFENDORF, and organize it for all avound
defense, ;

Lt, Col, Marshall L, Crowley, Jr.; comnander of the 3fd
Bn,_hlst Armored Infagtry Regiment, led an infantry force of two
companies, His m18510n—~t0 assist Batchelder?s tark force in the
capture of LOVERICE by approaching the town from a different
direction; clear and organize it for defense.5

Colonel Disney's scheme of maneuver called for an attack

on successive quectives in column of battalions, His objectives
successively; LOVERICH, PUFFENDORF, and the high sround epproximately

1000 yards northeast of PUFFENDORF (see map Appendix VIII-C), The

lst Bn 67th AR (éatchelderls) planned to lead off and quickly
envelop LOVERICE, 7The infantry battalion (Crowley's) less one
company, would proceed directly into town so as to arrive shortly
after the tanks, = The Plan for taking this first objective had

several advantages, two of which were: the tanks had ample room
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for an enveloping maneuver from the south, and the infantry
received the most direct route, #As soon as Colonel Disney
satisfied himself that Batchelder could handle LOVERICH
(before it was mopped up) he pla@hed to commit Popel!s force to
bypass LOVERIOH to the north and guickly seize PUFFENDCRF. On
the other hand, if Batchelder covld not handle TOVERICH then
Pope would be directed to provida?assistance. " Batchelder!'s
force would next take HILL 102.6 or assist in PUFFENDORF.

Major Batchelder's team crossed the line of departure
promptly at 1245, Lt Robert E, Lee's Company D (medium tanks)
ied with the lst and 2nd platoons abreast, ,.Thesé. two platoons
fanned out to the right and eastward under the direction of
their platoon leaders as soon as they had crossed over the drain-
age ditch on the edge of BEGGENDORF (see figure U4), The 3d
platoon followed the 2nd on the right to cover %he advance., Lt.
Lee had placed his strength on this flank because he expected.
serious opposition from the east, The platoons advanced rapidly
over the fairly level terrain just to the right of the coal mine, .
east of'BEGGENDOBF. Capt Francis E, Pfaff, commanding Company
4, moved a platoon of his light tanks to cover the advance of the
nediums and to protect their right flank,

The attack started well, Within three minutes after the
Jump~off the first prisoners started coming in, The force crossed
several trenches protected by concertina wire barriers without
incident, At 1249 the 2nd platoon reported receiving antitank‘
fire from the vicinity of SEITERICH (in the zone of the 29th
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Infantry Division), and at the same time one of the tanks hit a

mine, putting it out of action., As soon as it stopped, this tank
received repeated hits from antitank guns and bazookas, Lt Lee
then directed the fire of his two flank platoons on the eneny
position and in a matter of two minutes silenced the hostile

7 . .
guns, (See Fig, 5, first phase).
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The tanks of Obmpanny‘s first platoon arrived in the
orchard on the east of LOVERICH only eight minutes after they
had crossed the line of departure at BEGGEIDORF (see Plate 4).
This represented a distance traveled of aprproximately 1200 yards,
The speed and violence of the tank assault following closely
on the heels of the artillery fire stunned the enemy in LOVERICH

to such an extent that they gave up in large groups,

The light tarks and infantry soon arrived to complete
the task of clearing the town and making it secure. The shock
action provided by the tanks made the job of the infantry easy
as they advanced into town from BEGGENDORT,

Two companies of armered infantry, Company G on the right
and Company I on the left, arrived at the town shortly after the
tanks, killing 20 to 30 Germans and capturing about 100 who were
flushed out by the taﬁks. Company A (1ight tanks) reorganized
on the eastern edge of town after aiding the infantry in the
mop-up, Company G (infantry) secured the right flank for defense
against possible counterattack from SEITERICH, to the southeast,

As soon as the light tanks and infantry arrived in
ZOVERIGH, Lt, Lee moved his company of medium tanks to the high
ground north of LOVERICH, This move provided security for the
town, From this positlon he could see the next objective for his
force, HILL 102,6,. uorth of PUFFENDORF,

The suspected presence of minefields around LOVERICH did

not deter Colonel Disney from using tanks for the assault, Some
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tanks were lost to mines but'enough‘got through to-accomplish the
mission, The tanks which were blown—ﬁp by mines, for the most
part, merely lost tracks and were returned to wnit in about 2l
hours, h |

C&lqnel Disney, realizing that Batchelder's force could
handle LOVERICH without assistance, moved;Pcpe out, Pope's‘force
crossed the line of departure and moved bétween LOVERiCH and
. FLOVERICH in the direction of PUFFENDORF.; The battalion attacked
cross country, in a column of companies with Compsny B's light
tanks leading, The infantry followed with Company's T medium
tanks bringing up the rear, Pope's troops bypassed LOVERICH at
1400 and secured PUFFENDORF ot 11+55.8 This force encountered very
little opposition taking PUFFENDORF (see Fig, 5, second phase),
Four tanks mired in the soft ground and six others were blown up
by mines, (see Plate 5,)

Major Batchelder received orders from Colonel Disney to
attack his next objective, HILL 102,6, at 1400 hours, The
attack proceeded in a similar ménner to the assault of LOVERICE,
Boggy ground made the advance iifficult, but the battalion soon
occupied the hiil.

The enemy reacted strongly and his heavy artillery fire
made it impossible for the battalion to hold the top of the
hill, Major Batchelder pulled his tanks and infantry back to

the draw just south of HILL 102,6, From here he could command
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the hill by fire and at the same time have his troops in defil-
ade (see Fig,ZS, third phase),

After Pope's force took PUFFENDORF, the enemy plastered
the town with artillery and mortar fire, This fire came in almost
continuously throughout the afternoon and night, Colonel Pope
received indtructions from Colonsl Disney to dig in for the night

-

and resume the attack on GEREONSWEILER at 0800 the next day,

Task Forqe 2

Colonel Hillyard's Task Force 2 attacked on the left of
and simultaneously with Task Force 1, Task Force 2 consisted of
the 3rd Bn 67th AR (Hillyard's Battalion), lst Ba 4lst AIR, and
supporting engineers and tank destroyers; The force ccntained a
fairly well balanced ratio between tanks and infantry, The tank
battalion was minus Company I, held in combat command reserve,

Colonel Hillyard plaﬁned for Task Force 2 %o make a frontal
assault on FLOVERICE at E-hour with a medium tank company leading,
The infantry would follow at 200 yards with light tanks and
engineers in support. The tank destroyers received the mission
of silencing any direct fire from iMMENEORF, APVEILER, or
FLOVERICH, With the capture of FLOVERICE the force would continue
on to the high ground south of APWEILER,

Captain James L, White, commanding Co G 67th AR, moved

his 16 medium tanks (one under normal strength) through the 3rd
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Bn )-1-061;11 Inf Regt, and. across the 11ne of departure at Hwhour. ‘
The 1st Bn LF.Lst AIR had moved., du,rmg the n’ight 15~16 ¥Wov, into
‘ existmg foxholes behmd the mfan‘ory occupying the line., ¥rom
. these holes thev could quickly paess through the troops along the
k' f ront and follow the ’czmks. "The movemen’c of the tanks through the
ini‘antry had been carefully preplanned so that no infantrymen ' o
would be injured. As the tanks started’ ’co move each rifleman
held up a ration 'boi with his_rifle.a The t'ani:érs eaSi‘ly spotted
bheéek boxeé which marked 'ghe fox holes and thev'rebjry moved between ‘
them with ease.g The’:canks moved in two colmfﬁ;lsfinto- the
attack without c.onfusit)n. |
- Fortunately both the 1st and 3d pla’coons found a gap
over ‘the- antltank diteh and crossed without delay. The ist
. platoon circleé. PLOVERICH to the north and the 3d platoon caﬁle :
around. the south side of town, ° The two .platoons met 'on the east of
town and effectively isola,;ted it (ces Pig, 6), '»Théyoocupbie,;d
',peiféct i:osij;ions to prevent the enemy from ’ﬂ.eeing 'thé', town of
,fror‘n” being reinforoeo... The .ouploorf platoon,ﬂ the second, soon
joinod.- the othor two platoons éa’st of FLOVERICH.
The tank assault 6f FLOVIRICH reduced Com'oany G's
strengt‘q by six tanks. Mines blew up three, a bazooka set one
on fire as 115 crossed a trench a rﬂortar shell Stopped. another,

and a sixth had mecnanlcal fallure due to previous ~damage. <
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Major John W, Finnell, commanding officer of lst Bn

Y1st AIR, had his infantry follow 200 to 300 yards behind the
medium tank company, - Each company had a platoon of Company .C's
(67th AR) light tanks attached, These light tanks accompanied
the infantry, some leading and some following, As it turned out
this was an excellent formation to adopt since the infantry
followed far enough behind the medium tanks so as not to catch
the artillery fire directed at the tanks, The light tanks

. leading effectively neutralized machine guns firing at the
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infantrj. This arrangement did jpuch to ingure the uninterrupted
advance to the objective, Thoseafollowing the companies provided
effective flank security,

The enemy reacted to theiadvance with a great volume of
firé from 1light and medium guns,- Some smali arms fire from the
railrcad to the northeast hit Coﬁpany G The artillery fire
caused the most damage, ILt, Hafgld B, Crane, Cémmander of Co C
4lst AIR, who had fought with the company since it landed in
AFRICA two years hefore, said, &it was the worst I have ever
seen," The only consolation in the German fire was that it also
fell on their own troops and pinned them down sufficiently for
the men of thé First Battalion to overpower them easily,lo

Lt, Crane's company assaultéd the northwest outskirts
of FLOVERICH and drove straight through to the northern part of
tOWﬁ. Company A entered from the southwest and cut toward thé
northeast, Both companies encountered 1imited resistance, Here
again the light tanks proved invaluabvle in the mopping up, The
force advaenced rapidly through.the town and reached the eéstern
edge at 1411,

While the troops worked their way through and cleéred
the town, the medium tanks of Company G 67th AR on the western
side of FLOVERICH, had a busy time. The riflemen flushed the
Germans towards the‘east where they encountered the tanks, A
group of enemy on thé high ground 500 yards east of FLOVERICH

drew attention by firing small arms and machine guns at the



tanks, Several M-Us charged up the slopes and overran this
position, taking approximately 50 prisoners, The remaining tanks
stayed in place, The tank commanders, standing in the turrets,
waved the Germans back into town,

Reorganization of Task Force 2 took place east of
FLOVERICHE, The force moved out with the 10 tanks of Company G
in the lead, and Company A's infantrymen again following at 200
yards, The force moved in a wedge formation, The tanks planned
to capture the high ground 600 yards southeast of APWEILER, and
to secure the right flank of the infantry, The infantry intended
to move into and secure APWEILER,

Task Force 2 moved out, crossed the railroad east of

FLOVERICE, and headed toward APWBILER (see Fig, 7). The Germans,




who had previously emplaced a nu@ber of antitank guns in the woods
on the south edge of APWEILER, s?otted our tanks as they toppéd
the hill, The Germans held theif fire until the tanks had reached
an area approximately 300 yards éouth of APWEILER, T"hen the guns
simultaneously opened with intenée and acgurate fire on the
attackers, In two minutes Captain White lost seven medium tanks,
Three burned and the others wére?immobilizéd, The three remaining
tanks opened fire on the guns and silenced four of them, In

the ambush, Company G suffered the loss of seven tanks, three
tankers killed and seven seriously wounded,

Lt, Crane's company (Co C Y4lst AIR) jumped off from
FLOVERICE about 15 minutes after Company A and proceeded toward
APWEILER through the draw which runs generally from FLOVERICH to
APWEILER, They made good progress despite scattered resistance
aiong the way., The infantry received increasing fire as it
approached the town, Shortly before dark, about 1645, the company
reached a point within 100 yards of the western edge of APWEILER,

Major Finnell, the battalion commander, decided to pull
Company C back near the railroad and have it tie in with Company
A on the south and Task Force.X on the north,

The defensive line for the night ran from 200 to 400
yards northeast of the railroad, A platoon of Company B filled
the gap between Company A and Task Force 1, A gap between
Company C and Task Force X on the left wes secured by patrols,

The tanks of the force pulled back to the eastern outskirts of
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FLOVERIOH. Here a small shell fragment gammed the turret of one

of Gaptain Whlte*s three remalning mediums. Company G had 8 baﬁ

) &ay. The day‘s actien had cost the company lh of their 16 tanks. _'

Task ?orcé X

slmultaneously thﬁ Task Ferce 2's attack General

kahlte had ordered Taék Force X on the left to seize IMMENDOHF

_ and prepare it for defense. Lt, 061. Reeves’ force predominatelyf

g 1nfantry, conszsted of the 2nd Bn hOGth Inf re*n:orced by Co H

‘67th AR (medlum.tanks). Gﬁlonel ReeVes planned to attack

'Y'IMMENDORF at H—hour Wlth»two 1nfantry companies in the assault

i supported.by tanks. Company E would envalop from the southeast :

| while Company ® made a frontal assault.. Company E prov1ded both

rifle companles wmth a nlatoon of tanks.

[

The task force movea from zts attack positlon vicinity

\of WAURIOHEK and crOSSed the llne of departure at 12#5 (see

/'iAppendix‘VXII»C for map) Gompany E attacked on the rlght

(scuth) flank with a platoonuof tanks in the 1ead Company F

"'ma.de the frontal assault along the wwmcmm@mom* road with g

Aritslplatoon-of tanks»ln support" Company @, in reserve followed

\
on order behlnd F (see Fzg. 6 for map).

Both companles made good prbgress to IMMEEDORF
Most of thelr trouble came from Snlpers 1nside the town ‘neces—

51tating a house to hcuse mop~up. Dur1n5 thzs town»flghtlng the.f;

E tanks provided excellent fire support for the 1nfantry. After L

\
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clearing the town, Téék %&réé-i*gééaﬁizedva perimeter defehde,
In the ass;ui£ of IﬁMﬁﬂbéﬁgi Gompany H had 4 tanks blown up by
nides,. ' |

When Task Force 2 pulled baek from APWEILER the south
flank of Task Force X became\exposed. Colonel Reeves committed
Go G L406th Inf, his reserve company, to organize the high ground
on the southeast of town and maintain contact with Task Force 2;

Upon the taking'of the objective, the artillery and
mortars organized their defensive fire plan and fired in their
barrages.. The force installed all available minés on roads
leading intortown. This defensive organization of the position
was completed at 1300, All elements of the force occupied the
line except one platoon of Company G, held in reserve.l |

The first day's action had made encouraging gains against
é determined enemy, All objectives with the exception of
APWEILER fell to Combat Command B, The defense of AFWEILER
indicated that the enemy might make a determined stand west of

the ROER instead of fighting a delaying action back to the river,

The German BSQtQ_quantry Regiment of the 183d Volks Grenadier
Division occupying the front line opposite CCB ﬁ;é virtually
wiped out during the afternoon, l

The attack of CCB had, through necessity, been on a
broad front (3200 yards), This wide frontage neéessitated the use
of three task forces, 3Because of the nature of the terrain,

these forcss were organized and employed differently, They
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présant“&iffeéent-methods of using tanks and iﬁfantfy;

Task Force 1;'Cbione1 ﬁiknéy;é tank heavy team, gave us
én ;Xéelleht example of the attack of successive objectives.
The speed and violence of the tank assault coupled with the
perfect timing of the infantry'!'s arrival on the first objective
illustrates the success that can be expected from a properly
planned and controlled éttack, Also noteworthy in this action
was the manner in which the force commander controlled the
action, Colonel Disney, by being well forward where he could
observe the aciion,was able to direct the forces to the next
objective at the proper time so as to preserve the cqntinuity
of the attack,

Lt Col Hillyard's Task Force 2 was balanced, The
tanks gave excellentnsuppdrt to the infantry, and the infantry
in turn aided the tanks, The technique of passing the tanks
through the infantry at H-hour and the use of the light tanks
in eclose support of the infantry exemplify excellent qoordination
vbetween tanks and infantry, The problem of infantry casualties
from artillery fire, directed at tanks, was met by separating
the tanks and infantry by 200 yards. In the assaulf{ on
FLOVERICH this worked out particularly well,

| Task Force X's operation is an example of an inféhtry
atback supported by tanks, Here tank platoons were parcelled
out to-infantry companies because the action consisted mainly

of clearing the town of IMMENDORF,
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Combat CDMmand B was disposed as shown on bhe map (1n
Apnendix VIilaBs at the end of the flrst &ays operatlons. - Gen-—
eral Wﬁitelissued orders for all task forces to resume;the attack

L]

oh the following day,
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llIbld Pe 53, Interview Major John ¥, Finnell, Commander
1st Ba, Ulst A AIP 5 December .19 Ly, :

12}.’9}2. PRy 53-54, passin,
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. CHAPTER IV
| THE 9TH PANZER DIVISION COUNTERATTACKS
Thé éﬁém?nregctedjtp the CCB's successful attack on 16
November wi££ i@@édiépé violeﬁcé, :Early on ihe morning of 17
Novembef;'the Ge;mans using -armor in;mass, supﬁorted‘by infantry
and hea&y mortar and artiliery fires, launched thé largest armored
counterattack against the znd'Armofed Division that it had ever
eﬁperiencad,l
| From observation and from interrogation of American Pris-
oners 6f War, the Germans had built u§ a:rather'clear'picture of

the American situation before D-day., Anticipating an attack by

the U,S, Armies in this area, the Germans moved the Jth Panzer

and 15th Panzer Grenadier Divisions from the KREFELD Area to the
MUENCHEN-GLADBACH area during the second week in Nov to form a

mobile'reéerve for the Hth Panzer Armz; On the 3 Nov, General der.

Panzer Truppen Von Manteuffel, Commander of the German 5th Panzer
Army, discussed with Gen, der Panzer Truppen Von Luettwitz,

Commander of the XLVII Panzer Corps, the advantages and dis-—

advantages of transferring elements of the 9th Panzer Division to

the western bank of the ROER River (see Appendix I-E for German
Order of Battle).5“The;disadvantage was that this would bring
them within artillery'range, subject to heavy shelling, The
advantages were thatyipprﬁid”haKE'them.readily available for &
counterattack in ca;e,bf_&,penetration, and fhey would not have

to eross the ROIR River by bridge, This was. the deciding factor,
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Beéause of the Allied air supermrlty the Germans faced 'che
‘aossfbllity of their 'brzdges being bombed out. The final decis-—
 ion was to move one kampfgruppe (Battle Group) of the 9th Panzer
D1v1s1on to the western side of the ROER before the attack. This
' ka@fgrugpe moved across - the ROER and into the LINVFICH area durmg

2
the fu-st half of November. It was this kaggf grupype ‘that stmck

at the north and south flanks of the E‘nd Armored Division early
on the moming 17 I\Tov, with the mlssion of recapturmg IMMENDORF
and .PUFFENDOR': and sealing ’che penetrations made by CCB on the

16 Nov.

' End Armored DlVlSlOn Plan of Attack

- Gen, Harmon plannes. to continue the attack at 0800, l‘(
Nov, committing CCA, commanded by Brig, Gen. (then Col.) John H.
‘oll‘ier-(s‘ee Plate 6), tb seize FDEREN while CCB continued i’té‘
| 4 fighf towards GﬁRﬁEDNSWEILBB. | |
| ; 0CB's plan of attack: "‘FX and T¥2 %o attack and secure
bA.PWEILm while ’I‘Fl secured the high ground. south of GEREOI\TSWWILZR. |
The. three forces then were ’co seize GEREONSWEILIR ( see Apbendn:
v:cn~c for n‘ap) - e
’ ‘CCA,‘S plan of attack: 'Forée A to move to assembly area
west of BEGGIVDORF during the night 1617 Nov and at 0800, 17
Nov move from 'BEG—GE-@RF through LOYERIGH to an attack position
in the vicinity of PUFFENDORFY. From PUFFENDORF, Fcrée A would
‘attack to ’cfie northeast and seize 11'£D.‘-'ZLREI}T.,3 (See Appendix VIII-C

for mep,)






The enemy counterattaqks1erestalled’these attacks,

forcing the 2nd.Armored Division to go on the defensive.

‘ZCounterattaék on Puffendorf

Signs of enemy reaction were apparent as they shelled
PUFFENDORF continuously during the night 16*17 Nbv. In the
early morning they began to concentrate their fires on fhe exits
out of PUFFENDORF. During the night the oﬁtposts had reported
hearing enemy tracklaying vehicles moving invfront df their
positions, |

At 0700, Co D 67th AR, outposting PUFFENDORF, reported
receiving small arms fire from the.nofth, A heavy morning mist
obscured enemy activities, but the tanks of Company D returned
the enemy fire with all weépqns. Shortly after dawn, as the tanks
ofléhe Ist Béttalion drew up on line and the 2nd Battalion moved
up on: their left in preparation for the scheduled attack, high

velocity armor piercing shells began to plough furrows in the

soft earth around the tanks, The 11lth Panzer Grenadier Regiment-
supported by 20 to 30 MK V and VI tanks had launched a counter—
attack with the mission of retaking PUFFENDORE.

The counterattack caught TFl off balance while it Was
preparing its own assault., The tanks of the lst and 2nd Bat~
talion 67tk AR-on line in an exposed position, lacked the X

necessary depth_to”cover any advance by fire, Out gunned, out

armored, and oux”maneuyered,'in the slush and mud, which favored
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the German MK V and MK VI's with their wide tracks, the tanks
of TFl fought back furiously,

The Germans had the advantage with their long range, high
velocity guns and thick armor, Time and again the tanks of TFl
scored direct hits on the enemy armor dnly to have their shells
gb screaming off into the air as they ricocheted off the heavily
armored enemy tanks., One tank of the 2nd Battalidn fired 14
rounds of 7bmm shot at a MK VI before destroying it, only to be
knocked out the next moment by another MK VI.5

The enemy fire began to take its toll as the German gunners
found their range, The tanks of’TFl were being pickgd off one by
one, In the space of a few minutes, Company A lost five light
tanks to direet fire, There wére too many tanks and too little
room<for maneuver, The Shermaﬁs fought back desperately, but the
range was too great for their lower ve;ocity 75 mm gnd 76 mm guns,
The eneﬁj had the additional advantage of position and maneuver-
ébiiity, which rendered advance or flanking movement impossidle.
By early afternoon the situation had become critical, The lst
Baftalion had only three medium tanks left in Company D and only
five light tanks in Company A, The 2nd Battalion had fared no
better, Company F had eight medium tanks remaining and Company
B was léft with four, having lost seven to direct fire, All
were sihort of ammunition, with only four or five rounds of 75 mm
and 76 mm left in each platoon, Losses of officer personnel further

increased the difficulty of keeping control of the situation.6
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Since it was impossible to continue to defend their
exposed positions,_the'Americaﬁ tanks were ordered to disengage
and withdraw to the outskirts of PUFFENDORF, Here, the ruins
of the stone buildings would afford some protection, As the
tanks started to withdraw, Lt, Robert B, ILee, Commander of
Company D, dismounted from his tank and went from foxhole to
foxhole telling the infantry to withdraw with the tanks, Keeping .
his tank in an exposed positidn, he-covered the infantry withp
-drawal, This action forestalled any panic that might have
spread through the infantry when they saw the tanks pulling
out, |

The withdrawsl to PUFFENDORF reversed the situation,.

' Now the German tanks had to come out in the open to attacl«:l.
One MK VI was knocked out by Lt, Hunicutt's Tank Destroyer as
it charged PUFFENDORF, firing as 1t came,

After six hours of fierce fighting the enemy withdrew to

~ a defiladed position south of GEREONSWEILER,‘and continued to
harass the positions in PUFFENDORF with fire the rest of the
day. .

The counterattack had been stopped before the Germans
“had reached their objective; but at great cost to TFl, The
ond Battalion alone lost 19 tanks from direct fire, The enemy
known losses were, : two. tanks knocked out by the Shermans and two
knocked out byfthé‘90jmm:guns;of the 702nd Tank Destroyer Bat-

' T
. talion, -
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town ?orce A bypassed SETWERICH to the north on the ma1n road

through LOVERICH to PUFFENDORF ; As Force A’s lead tanks emerged

from LOVERICH on the LOVERIGH;PUFFENDORF road the counterattack
~was in progress agalnst TFl of CCB in PUFFWNDORF Force A
stopped at the northeast edge of LOVERICH-»the 1nfantry dlsmounted
and the tanks dispersed ina near~by field to wait for the
31tuat10n to develop. ‘ | "

Col. Ira P, Sw1ft Force A,Commander went wp to make an

esﬁiméte‘qf»thegsltuatlon and at 1190 hours,'pr&ergd‘Eorce A to

 move to the southwest of PUFFENDORP, Thefe,fhé infantry dis—

YN

‘mounted in an orchard on the SOuthwestérn‘edgE'of town, and

immediately éﬂcGuntéreafheavy artillery fire, ‘The men could

find no cover or fox holes and quickly began to dig in to get
“as much protection as possible, \The»tanks‘fanned out and moved
"tb,thé east and northeast of;PUF?ENDORF, byihg in with TFi'in

" the high ground north of PUTFENDORF' 2

By 1500, Co D 66th AR had moved w to.the northeast edge

’ of PUFFENDORF where they came under dlreC$ flre from the

dlfectlon,of GEREONSWEILER¢ ist Lt, John B, Roller of Go D with -
a tank.plaﬁoon-bfi?Gfs Which were holding down the hottest sector .

of the battalion, had his tank knocked out by three hlgh explos~‘

~1ve shells. He then went 'to the Command Post of the 2nd Bat~

talion and requested permlsslon from Major Hergert Long, the -

Battalion Commander to thhdraw hig tanks to a less exposed

, p051thn‘ Major Long contacted Qol.,Swift by radlo and received
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permissmn to pull the tanks back about 75 yards behind some v
shattered buildings from which they cou:},d co*rer the approaches
to the town from the nor’sheast Compan‘y D lost four tapks and. "
. one attached Tank Destroyer in the ruins of . PUFFENDOR‘E At

S 1630 Force Ain coord:matlon wlth Tm mad.e plans for the :

defense Gf PUFFENDORF 5

Attack on preiler Fails ‘

E M In the center T2 plarmed to co-—ordma.te with TFX effort
for APWEILER company A, 1JJ.si: Armured Infantry Reglment com~
| mand.ed. by lst Lt Baymond, 8 Earhart w:.th one nlatoon of Go ZB
?-l-lst AIR planned to push ferward to seize the high ground ,
- Southeast of APWEILER the prev1ous d.ay’s obJectlve. Thig atvtack
'was to e led by the 3rd Platoon, Co 1'67th AR, @onmanded-by
13’5 Iaf. Jamear White”s' The~::emainder of Company B supported by
the tan.&s of Co G 66th .A:B. would move east of the town to prepare,
against.pyossible countergt:tack The 1st and. 2nd platoons of Go I
67th AR to suppqrt the ,b‘aﬁtack ‘wzt_h direct Vfirﬁe and ‘then ge forwarﬁ. |
-'to’ c‘olVer th'e“ :}rﬂight and 'lefﬁ flaiﬂﬁs. Ca G ’é']th AR, .w'hich had
recelved. three repaired tanks Quring ‘the night br;mgmg it wp to
the streng,th of five,would support the attack with direct fire.
| The attack began 17 Nov at 0800 as scheduled The enemyA
1mmed1ately concentrated intense fire from artlllery, tanks,

mortars and machlne guns on the attackers. ' The platoon cf Gompanyv

I‘s tanks leadmg the attack far TIF2, moved orﬂy 500 yards before-



being forced to withdraw, Fire from a MK V from the direction of
GEREONSWEILER hit and burned Lt, White's tank, wounding him;
another was disabled by a mine, é&third forced out of action by
a hit on the deck, and a fourth h;d its gun shield damaged;lo

The heavy artillery and mértar fire drove the infantry
back to their original positions,i The action ended by 0910,

A singular act of heroisﬁiof'the most outstanding nature
nighlighted the day. Captain John Erbes, Battalion Surgeon, 3rd
Bn 67th AR, and a small detachment of his aid men, went forward
under the heaviest type of fire to evacuate many wounded men who
had been left on the battlefield, The Red Cross flag that he
carried was riddled with small arms fire as he and his men
accomplished the magnificent feat, Captain Erbes was awarded
the Distinguishéd48ervice Cross for this work and his men each
received a Silver Star, \

In IMMENDORF, TFX wés making preparations for the attack
on APWEILER in coordination with TF2 on the morning of 17 Nov,
At OYOo‘the Germans counterattackéd IMMENDORF with approximately

three companies of the 10%th Panzer Grenadier Regiment and ten

MK V tanks of the 9th Panzer Division, Defensive artillery and

mortar fires were very effective in breaking up the énemy forma-
tions andrinfliﬁting heavy casualties, TFire from the 77lst Tank
Destroyer Battalipn‘s 90 mm guns knocked out three of the Panzer
tanks, The German infantry used every method to close on the

Task Force'!s position, A4t about 1100 hours a group of company
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strength came forward with a Whiié flag on the pféﬁense of

surrendefing. When about 100 yards from TFX‘S pos1t10n they

| dropped the. whlte flag and charged Thisvgroup was stopped by

';small arms flre and’ forced to withdraw.

TFX recexved another caunterattack about 1700 from a

,battalidn of - infantry an& Stanks. The Germans used the ruse

of flrlng hlgh over the front line of the End Battallon 406th

Infantry'Reglment w1th traoers whxle u31ng ball ammunition to

inflict casualties on the unwary troops, Mine fields stopped two

of the attacking MK V's and the 77lst Tank Destroyers. then

‘knocked them out, One MK V broke through into 'IMV'ENDORF followed

by a snallvnumber of'foét;trdops. A Co H 67th AR tank knocked

. 12
:rout the intrudlng Panther at’' a range of 30 yards,

1

Col, Hurless brought forward the 3rd Battalion, ho6th

~ Infantry Regiment, to ald in repelling the thrust. <Company L,

tye 1eading'elemenf,‘found itgdelf in a fight;as ?t nearéd'thé
center df:IMﬁENDORF; Tﬁe troops formed a skirmish line:directly ‘
from ﬁhéii march coiuﬁn and'fbréedﬁthe enemy elements from thé
town.l ; | ‘ | |

| At lSOO'éillforces madevcontaqt With‘each other and formed

a defensive line from IMMENDORF through FLOVERIGE to. PUFFENDCRF (see

' Appéndix'VIII~B“for map). Thé possibility of enemy counterattacké*

) kept all forces aleft, One small COuhﬁerattaCK, about platoon

strength which was Quickly répulsed; struck in TF2ls sector at-

about 2000, In PUFFENDORF the tank and infantry outposts turned
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back several enemy patrols,[but”one succeeded in slipping through
to the center of town, At ZEOOfémallgarms fire caused Major
Batchelder, CO of the 1st Bn 67th AR; to send his;réconnaissance
platoon leader, Lt, Edelberg, out to investigate, He returned in
a few minutes with two prisonersi who stated they beonged to a
force of 400 men who had dug in on the edge of town prepared to
attack and seize PUFFENDORF in the morning, They had been told
that as a result of the day's fighting the bulk of the American
force had been destroyed or withdrawn, and that the town.was

only lightly outposted;v That the Germans believed this was amply
demonstrated when another patrol of thirty men came strolling
through town after midnight, making so much noise that the

guards thought tﬁéy were prisoners being marched in by the
infantry, When the miétake was discovered, the enemy_patrbl‘was
engaged by headquarters personnel, infantry and dismounted
tankers, Twénty of the enemy were killed and the remainder taken
prisoner,13 The night of 17-18 Nov was spent in hauling ammun~\
ition and preparing positions for an expected counterattack the
next morning,

Although the 2nd Armored Division successfully repelled
all counterattacks on 17 Nov, and did not 1§se~any of the gains
made the previous day, the counterattacks stopped the momentum
of the Division's attack and forced it to go on the defensive

for nearly two days.
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“D1v151ons the 9th Panzer in a laﬁge 'ale counterattack the

: Wlth the commltment of one of their best Armored

Gernans clearly indicated’ their determitttion ‘b0 defend every
inch of ground Thls was not 8 delayiﬁg actlon but an all out

ﬁtruggle in. defense of their homeland

-

18th of Nbvember

Slnce nore heavy counterattacks were expected on CCB

, front on the lgth Gen. Harmon indicated 1n a dlscusslon of the

.-31tuat10n with Gen. Whlte that CCB would have a holdlng mlsslon.,

‘GCB had no/armor in reserve, . The s1ngle tank comoaﬁ& held for

‘that purpose had been commﬁzed to reznforce TFE. Gen. Harmon

made avallable the lelSlon reserve ‘the 3rd Battalion of the

66th Armored Begiment to support any sector hit by a counter~

at taCko

Interrogatlon of prlsoners taken by TFX revealed nlans for

: another enemy attack at 0600 on 18 Now, Artlllery flred preplanned

m1s51onsln front of the entlre GCB sectcr at 0530 No attack

LGame at the scheduled tlme but CCB recelved a weak effort at

0700, It was thrown back by defensive flres. Prlsoners sald

“that losses from artlllery completely dlsrthed the attack

plans. Eight Panther tanks part1c1pated in the atuack but

- w1thdrew after tank and tank destroyer flre destroyed three of :

them. C

o

Slnce no large scale counterattack had materlallzed and‘

“the Brltlsh 30 Corps hagd begun a push through GEILENKIBCHEN on



tpe left flank 1t was posslble to go ahead wmth the planned

aetion agalnst APWEILER. At 1130, CC‘.B issued a 1etter of in—~ '

| struct:.on gor the da,y*s attack whz,ch ord.ered “FX ’oo make the mam ;

effort Tha First Battalion )+06th Infan};ry supported by one
tank platqon of Co I, 67th AR was to attack from the vicinity
of FLGVERICH a.n,cl secure the high gro‘unﬁ southeast of APWEILER,
The Z;rd. Battalmn was to attack frdm IWEBBORF anrl seize the town
of mmmm while the an Battalion supported the attack: with
:t‘ire from IMMENDOBI‘ The attack was sohedulea fm: 11&00 houraa.l5 o

An art;llery preparation ’pegan at m:.nus 5 minutes ana

at Jﬂ' }19111'5 the attaclcers moved out Compames X and L led

the at;tack for the 3rd Battalzon Lobth In*‘antry, following

‘ ‘,' 100 yaxds of the artillery. | 'his nrovai very effective

D a.s the enem;y :mfantry, on the west slde of APWEIIER were captured

j-catt

ip than.r fire trenchea w;th,out a fight. The 1nfant3;y moved

il 5 through the tmm taking & large number of prisoners.v
Raaching the east sme Qf the town by 1?4345 they began to

"date theiz‘ posi'bwns. Company X on the right t:xed. in with

Comnany L secured the

ee hundred yarcls south of the towns.

; ‘I‘he lst platoon of Co I 67th AR oGomznanded by 1st Lt

;:'homa' H. stome, 1ed :he attack for the 1st Battalion 4061:11




' tanks on the objective witifzéﬁf;‘ibés; The infaxiti?y-fdno'wed;

o and G 67th AR and a Tank Destroyer Platoon supported the

i

"close behmn& and the position was consolzdated by 11600, Cbmranieé

/o

 attack with dlrect flre.;G : ,";§: ' :“rV.

Companles B and ¢, hlst QIR were orﬁered to attack to

~straighten out the line after APWBILER was. seeured ~ They moved

oux at 1630 hours‘ Gompany C filed through the draw ‘and tied in

| jwlth the 1st Battalion 406th, on t',he left a'bou’t; 200 yards south

}v of APWEILER Gompany B traversed the flat ground to the south

',:and made contact with TFl approximately 800 yards northwest of

PUFFENDORE Gompany 4 remalned.in its present p051tion as ’

f’reserva company (see Appendix VII11-3 for map).

'1 GGB ordered TFl to have three patrols reconnoiter to

‘!GEREONSWEILER durlng the night Two of the infantry patrols were

unsuccessful.v ‘The thir& reached & point about MOO yards from

;GEREONSWEILER . The patrol ‘heard no enemy vehlcular activity 1n

QGEREONSWEILER bux notlced several enemy bunkers on the outskirts
- of Gmmomswmxnm

Reconnaissance Oompany; 67th Axmored Reglment continued

‘_to~protect the. rlght flankvof Gombax Gommand in the viclnity of

} 'LOVERIGH tying in w1th elements of CGA which were assembled at

PUFFENﬁORF protecting the south side of the town.

During 18 Nov,while Force B~wa1te¢ for an quortunlty

oo wedge its way into the battle a platOOn of tanks from Co

. 1'66th AR was loaned for the day toAassist in the attack on
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SEITERICH by the 29th Infantry Division,

Approximately 225 prisoners were taken on the division
fronp during the»dag. Casualties of the division and its attacﬁa
ments totaled 15 killed, 90 wounded and 31 missing in action,lT

The counterattack on November 17th had stopred the -
diVisionis advance dead and had thrown its schedule off balance.
Braced for another counterattack the morning of the 18th, the 2nd
Armored Division did not get started again on the second day
except for the captu;e of APWEILER, Thus the assault was delayed
for two days éfter initial successes of the\first‘day, Con—
tributing to this set-back were the inferiority of our tanks in

~ guns, armor,>and maneuverability; the advantageous defensiVe
H‘ position held by the enemy; and the aggressiveness of the
defenders, in that order.

Despite these disadvantages, the German failure to
follow up their counterattack enabled CCB to continue to reorganize
for another day and then attack again, while CCA was able to
throw its full strength on EDERENTthe next morning,

The precipitous reaction of the CGerman command in
committing all available tanks to counteréttack within 24 hours
of 2nd Armored Division's initial assault shows vividly that
ARMCR DRAWS ARMOR, . The extreme sensitivity of the enenmy to

armdred threats 1s apparent,
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Qp. Git., H:.s’oory. 6jth Armored Regxment, p. 105,
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R fcﬁmmv”
| TERDRIVE IS RESUMED | |
e find the 2nd Armored Divis1on now ready to proceed to
the cepture of EDEREN, FRELALDENHOVEN and GEREONSVEILER, and to
selze the- hlgh greund overlooking the ROER. With the Capture of ‘
these obgectlves the Divzsion will be in pcéltion to launch the
' k‘flnal blows of the campalgn. . _
On 19 Nbvember while 603 consolidated its gains of the
preV1ous days GGA attacked to seize and secure FREIALDENHOVEN
kiand EDEREN Foroe A was assigned EDEREH as its obgective while
k'Force B was dxrected to capture EREIALDENHOVEH.l This marked
. the initié.l ernplayzﬁént of l‘or;:é\B in the Bom‘ope’ration,'

*

The Attack on Freialdenhoven

- The plan-of attack against FREIALDE‘\THOVEN contemplated.
that Force ,‘B attack through 2 bridgehead to be seized by ‘che 29th
Infantry D1v151on across the ant:l.ta.nl: ditch east of SEETERIGH |
(see Tig, 8). Since SEITERICE was 54111 in German hands at the
"tme f.he plan was drawn up the attack by Force B was dependent |
upon -the capture of the town and establlshment of the brldgehead '
'by troops of another dlviswn. I\Tot u.ntil the town was captured.

. and the brldgehead secured was the area to come under the control
of’the gnd Armoredeiv1sion,ﬂ Thls 1ntroduced a serious element,ﬁ\
lbf doubt‘into the CQA planning sinoetno}dirth aétion coﬁid be

. takeii by the;‘?nd' Amoi?ed pivis.ion to: e:gped.ite éapture of the
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town., As a consequence, it was necessary to make an alternate
plan.in the event SETTERICH and the bridgehead should not be
secured prior to the attack, The second plan provided that
Torce B should move through BEGGENDORF, LOVERICHE and FUFFENDORF
and force its own crossing of the antitank ditch, This awkward
arrangement was a matter of considerable concern to the 2nd Armd
Div, It underlined the fact that the responsibility for
securing key terrain, vital to the launching of a major attack,
should be made the responsibility of the command primarily

concerned, and not be dependent on cooperative arrangement,

59



SETTERICH was taken by the 29th Inf Dlv on the afternoon"

: ‘of the ISth and the necessary brldgehead establisned naklna it

pOS%lble for Force B to launch its<attack the next nornlng.

Force B moved out from 1ts assembly area 1n the viclnlty ’

“of BEGGENDOBE at 1039 on November 19, r“‘he End Battallon 1l9th

‘ Co G of the an Bn 119th Inf remalned in reserve’ West of the anti-~ -

relleved the 1st ahd 2nd an llSth Inf whlch.had been. holé1ng the

ﬂtown and the brldgehead acress the’ antltank dltch to the east

tank d;bch. The remainder of Force 3B moved 1n1b1a11y to the

vlclnlty of BA?SWEILER bypassing SETTERICH when it launched 1ts

’attack.

?iv : The attack Qrder d;reatﬁd the 2nd Bn 119th Inf to hold

? 1ts posathns 1n the V101n1ty of SWTTERICH the advance guard of

Force B, commanded by Capt Henry H Chatfield (CO Company I”.

~66th AR) to operate on the rldge west of FREIALDENHOVEN and the

lst Battallon 66th ArmoTed Reglnent (Lt Col Carl Parker) to

Infantry (Lt Gol Wllliam ¢, Cox) occupled SEI‘TERICH and at 1300'-, |

&

envelop FBEIALDENHOVEF from the south, coverlna the south and east

' fex1ts of the toWn and’ prctectlng the lelslon’s rlght flank,

'. A flfteen~minute artlllery concentratlon preceded the ,

atuack The ‘advance guard crossed the ditch at lhOO followed

v by Col Parker‘s battallon. Elaborate planq which had been made

,'for mov1ng the tanks across the dltch 1n expectatlon that it would

ot

be & form;dable obstacle were now dlscarded as several easy

°r°55435191§035 were found, There wes: no hlndranoe from mlnes. L
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. Gapt Chatfaeld's advance guaiﬂ,quxckly succeeded in reaching a

polnt Just short of FEEIALDENHOVEN Though the Fown ceuld be

covere& by’fixé both the adVance guard and the Parker force _

R vsouthwes% of the town were stopped by ‘a mlnefleld ‘which ex~

tended across the entlre front of FREIAﬂDENEDVEmh At 1620 orders

were 1ssued to dig 1n.and consolidate for the nlght The

positions occhp;ed were~approx;mately lQOO*yards west of

’?REIALDﬁﬂﬂovENf ‘Exceptwfer the mines, ﬁhe.attack-of ForcevB

had been unopposed On the left contact was established with

~

‘Force A and W1th the llSth Inf (29tsﬁ1nf Div) on the rlght

Force B's attack on the ZOth was aelayed an hour beyond
the schedule& Jump~off time of 0900 by a heavy mlst. In the plan

for the dayls operation, Co G 119th Inf WAS to move up to the line

' secured by Gos E and T ll9th Inf the Prev1ous day and then ride

' tanks into ?REIALﬁENHOVEN. On its left Co E-ll9th'1nf,an& Co I

‘GEth.AR were to secure the road running northwest between
MERZENHAﬁSEN'and EbEREN On. the'right -Co B 119th<inf'and'co
T 66th AR were to seize HILL 110, 8 south of “RMIALDENHOVEN
Company T 119th Inf and Ge I 66th AR launched their attack
at 1000 moved out acrosé the PUFTENDOEE»DURBOSLAR road and ad~ -
Vanced to a point approxlmately 1000 yards northeast of
FREIALDENHOVEN There they ran into the north part of the mine-
fleld protecting FEEIALDENHOVEN Both.wooden and metallic m1ne§

halted-phe progress of_the armor sc the crder was given o dig

‘in, They were just shéf%~af‘th§ir Sbiedtive,

i
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The attack of Co G 119th Inf was. delayed until 1400 due
- to extensive mznefzelds immedlately beyond the llne of departure.
The plan of hav1ng the 1nfantry rlde on the tanks was glven up,
 and the eompany advanced w1thou£ tank support except for f our
iBrltlsh flamethrowlng Crocodiles. These tanks were plaoed in’ |
direct support and commlttea despite the fact that the mlneflelds
had not been cleared v |

Other than the*antifank mine?iel@s 7which were perdbs%adle |
to the 1nfantry. The first enemy. resistance encountered wes
along the flre trenches whlch were. dug in all around FREIALDENHOVEN
Although these trenches were manned the only antitank flre re~

celved came from uazookas a' ur small antltank weapon5'31ted

in a camouflaged p031t10n at the«western edge of the town, The]

flame«throwang nrltlsh tanks advanced aggressivelj, They squlrted

L

fliquid fire 1nto the trenches just west of“the town, expeafﬁing

hhe‘aQVance of the infantry through the obstacles,~ About this

tlme :hree ef the Grecﬁd:les hlt mlnes and . wexe disable& The
V fouxth ggt tq - wzthzn 100 yards of the town, but uhere 1t bogeed
down in the mud k | \

| The 1nfantry drove 1nto the town alone. Due to unsetis~,'i
v‘factory communications practleally no eupportlng flres aided the
advance. Most of the Germans pulled back or @ave up. Nﬁmerous

‘Prlsoners were taken. N hostlle tanks were. encounteredxin the e

"town qor any‘antltank fire.i Althouoh there were many mines they '

were ‘ar lessly 1a1d, The englneers follewed the 1nfantry and



lift‘e{d.,;ka,ri :emsrmdi_ls'[nﬁm‘oé'r:df mines. Not' a siﬁéle‘ man wes
injﬁie&iby them, “BYJﬁiéhﬁfalllabbuﬁ half the town was secﬁrs.  :
_ The. advance south of FREIAIDENHOVEN was spearheaded by
Co T 66th AR which was ordered to reconnoiter well to the south
_1n%anlendeavor~toff1nd a way around the mlnefleld It founﬁ it
possi'ble to skirt the ba.rrzer but great d.lfflculty was encauntered
in cross.mg an 1rr1gaticn dltch in this sector, At 1345 Co F
- reached 1ts obgective HILL 110 8, northwest of the v111age of
’FREUENRATH where it commanded the south ané east ex1ts of
FREIALDENHOVEN Gompa.ny'E ll9th Inf, the other mem'oer of thls‘
teanm, moved forward aboux 1&0&. Very 11ttle small arms flre was
' "encountered. ' and the infantry caught up w:th the tanks 1n a‘bout |
. an hour,. 3. |
| Gampany I 60th AR.was detached from Torce B at lhkﬁ.:A
| Cb,mpany,gsznd ’Reconr;al‘s;sanr;e. )Battal‘l‘on was att__ached to»Fclrce B:
at 1200 and vas employed to meintain contact with the 20th Tnf

Division on the'right flank,

‘ Thé Attack on Ederen

Ax 1500 on, the prev1ous day, 19 November Force A, >CCA
whleh had. 'been hold.lng PUFFENDORF Jomtly w:Lth elements of
, YHCGZB attacked easﬁ—southeast w1th ’che mls:s:Lon of forcmg a
: , crossa.ng Of the antltank cl:.tch and selzmg, EDEREN (see Figure
9) Task Farce 1 of OGB was glven the task of protectmg the

' 1eft :E’lank of Force A and. of placing dlrect flre on GEREONSWEILM'
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...
to disrupt any hostile“?réparations for’countérattéck;. Force A \
pushed‘forward 800‘yard§_to'a gaﬁlin the agtitank ditch soﬁtheagt
of PUFFENDORT, Duxing‘thé.advgnce, ihe Germanslcommitﬁed a_fqrde
Uf‘appréximately 100 infantry with four tanks towar&s the seeminglﬁ”
exposed 1eft.f1aﬁk of Forcé’A,vbuﬁ tﬁe countérattack faiied,.and o
the enéﬁy wés,driven offrwith hea#y-l&ssés. |
Promptly at 0960 the next morﬁing; 20 Nbvembef,'Fbrbe A“."
‘renewed thé aftack.s The twé'assanlt"platooﬁs,of Go’E\GGthkAR;
folloWed cldéely by the inféntry bfkcaxﬂjuiSt AIR, and a platoon
of tank destr@yers swung éast across the ditch and Veefed shafpiy'
f‘~'to'the'north~ The mornlng was mlsty, the ground boggy, it was
. dou‘btful for a moment whether the tanks would be able to operate
at'alli Theylnfantry followed the tanks at a distance of 200 /
{yards. The tankSywére heavilyjloaded with ammuniﬁion, darrying
113 rcunds:fo:feahnoﬁ and 13,000 rounds for machine guns, Théy -
atﬁackediwith all guns_fifing. This heévy;and'coﬁtinupuS~VO1ume
 ;¢of fire was the major rééson/for the day's‘success. 6
| .The;méin rBad to EDEREN Servéﬁ as thé‘axis'of advance.
NOQ{E 66th AR and its~attachéd infantry'advan@ed on the left of
the ;éad. ‘The leading elements of this.team,were about 800
yards éut while the other team, consistipg of Co D;Mlst,AIR
“and Co D 66th AR, was still’passing»through the éﬁtiténk ditch,
 Co E 66th AR slowed up a llttle to ‘give Co D 66th AR an opportun~ -

v

' ity to come @ on the oppqs:.te s1de of the roacl Howevez_', before



thls could be aocompllshed dlrect a,ntltank flre from the outskirts
; of EDEBEN kmcked out a ‘tank destroyer and five tanks of Co D
| :three of whmh were la’cer recovered. Go E 661;11 AR was now bem '
/ ktween the antltap,k ditch (1e£t) and EDEREI\T (rlbht) and swmgmg
: vtowards the town from the wesb. Four haystacks in a field be»
- tween the assault tanx:s and EJDEREN were burnlng furlously, senvllng
'up white smoke m h,uge swirls. A prowdentlal w1nd 'blowmg from
o the south prevj,dad, a. ;t‘irﬁtmrate smoke s¢reen behind Whlch the
leadms tanks of Ge E ad.va,ncpd towax'ds the town. ‘ The tanks flu_ishea
. an estuna,teﬁ 250 t.p 300 przsoners in the flelds southwest of ;
.' As soon as he saw (Gompany D belng mauled. Major Herbert
S. Lﬂng. GOManﬁler of ’cb,e 2nd Bh 66th AR called Gapt Eruoe .
'Kelley, co of Co I& md ardered him to- slldesllp to the eaat
"behmd Co E. Ke}.ly diseng,aged hlmself successi‘ul"y and thh his
' _fou:c remalnlng medwms orqssed the hlghway to the 1eft took;
a.dvantage of the smokescreen and came up in half an hour w1thou.t
- further 1oss. |
| Company IE‘ l4»15:1; AIR the Force A reserve followed t‘ﬁe
attack movmg up on the 1ef’t sule of the d.l‘cch and in t«he &1tch
;L'bS'EI‘f.' Prlsoners came out like flies, abandoning bazookas and
smalll ai*m5. When thls campany reached a point. opposite mEﬁfM
' it tumed. east acToss. ‘the d;ltch and reacheél ‘the town at 1530\,
13.301‘ Long then called Colonel Sw:.ft and ’sold him that the tanks

nd 1nfantry were. reaﬁy to attack EDEBEN from bhe northwestx
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Goonel Switt of}aér:éég ‘the arﬁor"tp hbmx fast and the infantry
to‘ﬁbve into.the.tpwn;' (See‘Plate'T.).+ | | |
- Meanwhile Oo I 66th AR (Cept Chatfield) had been detached
from Torce 3 for the purpoééiof'éﬁpﬁorting~?5rce A in the attack
 on EDEREW and ‘was now attacklng EDEREN from the southwest Uhder
covering flre from the tanks Co F hlst AIR entered the: town from :
the west to clean it out, whlle Co I 66th AR ran ged throughout
its eastern approaches._ (See Fig. 11. )
| ' ny 1730 the town was secure, and contact had been estab~

lished with OCB on the left (see Appendi:x v111-3), |

.' . The Attac}c Qn Gereonsweiler

On 2Q, Nov, while CGA contlnued. its attacks on EDEREN and. |

FRMIALDENEOVEN CCB launched a coordlnated drive agalnst GEREONS-
IEILER (see F1g¢ 10). Fleld Order 37 1ssued by D1v1310n Head-.
quarters at 1800 on the l9th d1rected GGB to attack not later

than 0900 20 Nova Elements of the 9th Panzer D1v1sion and the

"1lth Panzer Reconnaissance Bn of the 15th Panzer Grenadier Div— |

lsipn w:th rempants of the 183d Volks Grenadler Dlv;sion held the

[

enemy line in the CC3B zo‘né-.g Agalnst this foree, CCB’planned a
V coordlnated assault by its three task forces, - 1
Task Torce 1 on the right was a9s1gned BEILL 102, 6 as its’
‘initiaisobjective.v It had been driven off thls hlll four: days

prev1ously. After 1ts capture Task Force 1 would a551st the

attank of Task Force 2 By aﬁvan01ng northeast maintaining
 contact with OCA on the fight, B

W
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The plan calle& for Task Force 2 to drive northeast to

the southern part of GERECNSWEILER, Its infantry was to jump off
in two echelons with a platoon of Co G 67th AR supporting each of
the assault companies, while the 3rd platoon of Co G remained in
reserve., Co I 67th AR was ordered to support the attack with

direct fire from its present positions,
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‘Task Force X would attack?abreast-of and on the left of

'Task Forée 2, 1Its. -objective was the northern portion of

GEREONSWEILER Two troops of the End Squadron Tife and Forfar

Yeomanry (Brltlsh), which.had bggg attached to. (B the previous
déy; were now attached %o Task‘EQ%ce X for the operation. These

'tfdopsv vhick were equipped Withiflamenthrowiﬁg Churchill tanks,

el to lead the 1st B 406tk Inf in the abtack, while the 32

,'J;wn fa}lpwe& in reserve, Tanks and tank destroyers were placed

 on thé'left to guardkthe north flank of the task force, The 2n¢,1‘»

VBn N06th Inf was given the mis51on of holding APYEILER,

Durlng the night, unlts were. grouped for ‘the attack and

all preparatlons were made to. move at 0900, A detailed artillery  ?

‘flre plan was developed by Lt Col-Briard P, Johnson, pxecutlve

of CCB, It proviﬂed for heavy concentramlons to neutralize the o

GE&EONSWEILER:defenses. to isolate the town from poss1b1e rein-

»*forcements and to protect 1t from counterattack once our teams

had entered it,

; Heavy ralﬁ fell during the night and contlnued durlng the
early mornlng‘ As a consequence the push.was postponed until
1100 in hope of better weather, |

As planned intense artillery fires preceded the drive on

-"GEREONSUEILER. 8ix battalions beginnlng at H minus 10, fired

'flve rounds per gun 1nto the western outsklrts of the town. From
E;hour to H plus 15, corps artlllery laid down heavy fires on -

the commandlng ground around the obJectlve. At H plus 15 the
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fire falling on the west edgerf‘the objective wasalifted; and the
six battalions rolled a barrage through the towﬁ. |

. At 1100 all thfee task forces crossed the iine of departure,
Task Force 1 jumped off in“two columns toward its iﬁitial objective

EILL 102,6, The hill was taken at 1130 howrs, Tanks covered the

'infantry all the way to the'hilli and no losses were sustained,

After‘capturing HILL 102;6 the task force moved ‘to the eastern

edge of GEREONSWEILER where it reorganized, It then resumed the

'advance and secured the high ground 600 yards east of the town.

Task Force 2, on the left of Task Force 1, came initially

under ohiy light small~a?ms,fire, but soon thereafter heavy

machine gun fire ffom south of GEREON$WEILER struck the troops,
inflicting numerous casualties and pinning Co A Ulst AR down for
half an hour, Company C 4lst AIR, to the north had some defilade
from this fire but despite this was also hard hit and was forced
down momentarily, Within a few minutes the{stfength of two of
its platoons was :educedxby half,

Two Mark V tenks south of GEREONSWEILER kept the tanks
of Task Force 2 from moving against the enémy machine gun
positions, The Shermans of Co I 67th AR which had been firing
on GEREONSWEILER now turned‘their attenfion to the Panthers,

They saw their 76 mm projectiles bouncé off the heavily armofed

enemy, and consequently broke off the une@ual duel, |
 Howevey, bthe tank fire into GEREONSWEILER aided the

infantry adv?nce. Two armor piercing projectiles hit an oilldtmp
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in the southern ecction of the town and set it on fire,  Black

~ smoke rolled out and was blown by a southeast wind across the

front of,the foot troops, -

Six Mark V tanks, 3500 yards to the north, opened inef-
fective flre on Co I 67th AR, The fire was returned, but without
hope of any damage~be1ng done by the ouxrangedlguns of the MLt

‘Company C 4lst AIR finally reached the outskirts of the

town, 2nd Lt, Robert Brockman‘toak the leading Platoon forward

‘but was stopped by fire at a brick wall protecfing the entrance

to the town, The 2nd platoon, following the first, stppped and
established é base of fife. The 3rd platoon manetyered to the -
left andgcame,abréastméf the first,: |

The ﬁlaﬁoon leaders were wable to puéh their men forward;
but th;.COmpany commander, Lt.éréne, rose to the situation, ex-

N

claiming to Lt Preston, forward observer of the 83rd.ArmoredvFA

Bn, M"Let's walk into town and see if they will follow,"

The two officers set aut, accompanied by two runners caxryk
1ng an SGR 509 suspended on a pole between them, Seeing this
dlsplay of heroism the trcops Jumped to their feet and followed
the two officers int§.GEREONSWEILER. o

Meanwhile “he 1st Platoon of Co-i 67th AR crossed the
GEBEONSWEILER-PUFFESDDRF’road and attacked a strong ﬁoint south

|

of thé'town,'ﬁestrpying'a machine gun., About 30 enemy infantry-

a men in fox holes and burned-out tanks had been protecting the gun,
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Thé tank dozer of Go I moved up and began covermb up the fox |
7<holes, The Germans qui¢kly emeragﬁ with white flags up. The
tanks held their fire and the scattered enemy began running to
the rear 1n an attenpt to escape only to be qulckly cut down,

Freed £rom the enfllading fire, Gos A and B Ulst AIR
moved up rapidly and entered GEREON&WEILER about 1200 hours.

The eommander*of the ist 3n hlst.AIR ordered Cos A and C
to push through GEBEONSWEILER and’sét up a defense on the eastern
Sidé. Hé‘dixected CQLB to remain in town and c¢lear it of eneny,
M-t tankslfollowed the infanﬁryJénd supported the mop-up with
fire (see Elate 8), wae#er. all three éompanies were soon |
Qplnned down 1nside ‘the town by tank and machine gun fire delivered
by Task FOrce~l which was,adVanc1ng from the squtho When this
fire lifted ;fter abﬁut 15 minutes the infantry preésed on tﬁrough
the ﬁowh;'ieachiﬁg the eastern edge at 1400, Companies 4 and €
dontinued'their advance 500 yards>east*of~GEREONSWEILER ﬁﬁefe
they linked ﬁp with‘eiemenﬁs of Task Eorce 1 on the right, Theyp
were not ébie, however, to contact'Task»Force X on the'ieft;

Meanuhile Co B continued the cleamup of OEREONSWEILER,
'Inié#se a:fillery fire harassed the troops. The shelling was
spofadig'until thé mopping foree reached the benter of town, and.
theh it bécame very>héavyg The Germans in the . town reéisfe&
only haif’héaffedly; ’Many'wéfé found inicéiiars attempting to
hide until nlghtfall in. the hope ‘of escaping through our lines

to re301n their units.
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- ‘The ‘Task Force X thrus‘a from APWEILER vas led by the
Ist Do )+061:h Inf spearheaded by Grocodiles while six tanks of 6o
H 67th AR moved out on. the north ﬂank to the h1 ¢h ground north.-
east of GER..OI\IS‘*MILER

| v\ Intense 88 mm Cannon and machme sun fire was received by

‘ the infantfy as .they left APWEILER, The fire cane from hlgh

‘ ground to the north in the vicinit,y of PRUMJIERI\T and DEECK, Goﬁpany :
G 771st TD In moved to the east of APWEILER to engage the enemy

&,uﬁs.b The maneuver was a success in that 1t drew all the fire to
the tank destroyei*s but at heavy cost for the company lost all

'_e_xc,e‘pt«thre’e of u‘.s Vehlcles in the f 1g;hj;, " Once the haraasipg fire

.’@s" é.ivérted the infantry advanced rapidly behind the leading

_ "‘G"rbchiles,. Small wms aad ‘machine gun fire from GEREONSWEILER
was;/light' Corhpanies B end c l&oGth Inf reached the town at 1115;
They drove straight through and reached the northeastern outskirts
at 1300 and. set up e defensive 1ine. Co A, follomng, mad.e contact
with the tanks of Co H 67th AR and occupi‘ed; the high ,,érouhd\ north
of the tawn, Co A then moved on. the,to{m to éésist Ggs B and O
in mopring ‘up, - | ‘ _ | /

. The flank attack of Co & -conpleted the. demoralization of
the defenders. ‘ G-erman troops began streaming out, o£ .the north—
-east edge cf tcwn inv an attemnt 't.o e’strape to L'INNICH TheyFWere
cut down in Iarge numbers by the two companies which had reached

the eastem edge of GEREONSWEZLER



The 3ra Ta 406th Inf after havm.g ‘been held up in
APVEILER for an hour ancl a half by 88 nm fire :from PRUWEN and
by sma,ll arns fire from GEREOHSWEILER fclloweﬂ. the 1st _:n to—
ward the objectlve. Co I swung off to the left and s.ecured th—e
’hlﬁh E,round which hed prev:musly been taken by the tanks and Co
A. Gompanies X ancl L moved into the western part of GZEIBEONSWEILER
| The 2nd In meved out of IMBLIIDC&;F and socured a defensive
line from APWEILER to GEREONSWEILER, | éontaéfing‘the 3rd P in bthe
: 1a1;tér tdwn;. Thé iﬁewiy ‘fcrm:ea i‘ask ?arce G commandied.k'by Major
| Charles 3‘ Girard. replacecl the 2d Bn in IMMENDORF (see Appendix
I-D for cmms:.tion of Ta.sk Force G). 2
’.’Ey nibb,tﬁ ia contmuous line ran from IMMENDORF to. “
APVEIIER 'sheme ary: nd GEREQNSWEIM to "ahe Task Isree 1 posztions.'
where a tle«in was eeta’bllshea wlth GOA troops. '
‘I‘he ElV;LSlGn captured more than 700 prisoners in the course
" of the attacks on GEREONSWEII:ELR EDEREN and. m&mm&o\rm Its
1osses were 24 killed 156 wounded and 11 mlss1nb. (See A@péhdix
VIII~B for map) ‘ o

CC¢ Deepens Its Penetratlon

The an Armd Dlv contlnued the attack on all fronts on
21 N vember the combat comnands emnloylnb their five task foi‘ces
in. coordinated, clrives from pos1t10ns in the vicinity of FREIALDEN—-»
EOVE\T EDM and GEREONS”’EILER - Division a.rtlllery, reinforced

'by Gorps Taid down intense preparatory fires prior tc the attack
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;Thévmissidnsiassigﬁed CCBfincluded-the capturé of the high
ground %o the north and eash of GEREONSVEILER end the improve-
- ment of it¥s positions southeast of the town, The enemy situation
cohfrontinglthe)ccmbaﬁ command,‘és given in the attack ordq%;
issued ét 2000 hours 20 Nov was as followss

'..."Enemy rear 1nstallat10ns are w1thdraw1nb across the ROZER,

Our advance 1is opmosed by els of the 9th Pz and 15th Pz Divs
. and remnants of the obsolescent 153rd Volks Grenadler Div,

' Dug-in tanks, Mk V and Vi effectively delay our advance,
and artillerv and mortar continues to be heavy, Gasualtles
have reduced the En in our gector to approX 1000 nen and 20

- tanks, No reinfs are rpgd by Pw's an¢. inclenent weather
prevents air ren" ...

Task: Foree X was aésigned the nission of capturing the
hlgh 5round OVerlookinb the ROER one mile north and northeast of
CGEREONSWEILER The 3rd Bn 67th,AR,and a platoon of tank &estroyers

were detached from Task Force 2 and attached to Task Force X .

Task FbrceAX jﬁmpe& off at 1100 after a heavy artillery
preparation follOWedbby a,rq11i§g bérrage through the objective, .
‘Air_strikés on HILLS 9438.and 98;1,'hattalioﬁ,objeétives, had
been planned 5ﬁt were gahcelled‘due to misty'weathér. 1

The.3rd‘Bn 406th Inf'followéd 80 closeiy behind the
. barrage that»if captured“ité objective at 112é, The eneny had
suffered heé#i;y fron the préparatqry fires and resistance was
,véry lighﬁ;v Th@'Gérm§n-survivofs were quickly.caﬁtured, and the
aséaulfICOmpanieS'dug in  1ooking down on the ROEE.f They were
not requlred to hold their positlons 1onb, however as at 1200

elements of *,bhe 4O5%h Inf (8U4th Inf Div) began erossing in front
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of the 3rd S and by 1500 had completely pinched out the 3rd In
positions. The Dattalion then reassembled and occupied new
'positions north,ahd east>of‘GERﬁONSWEILER,“forming,é reserve line
for Task Force X, |

The lsf Bn hOGth'Ihf-crosséd the line of departure at
1100, its objective being HILL 98,1, This battalion also crowded
Athekaiﬁillery aﬁd reached’the crest of the objective jusf as the
enem& rose from his~h&§é§&to fig@?.. Reéistance waé’biiéf,. By noon
ail hosﬁile troops ﬁadibéen’driv§é fron the hi11~;killed or captured.

" In thésebtwo éttécks‘Task Fbrce X took about 200 prisoners,

Task Force 1?3 principal objective'was}HfLﬁ;SS, about 800
:yafds\éast of GEREONSWEILER, The Germéng laid down heavy artiliery
and mbrtar fire on,ﬁhé attackers as soon a#,tﬁey jumpe&'off. Al-
thoﬁgh'this fire forced Taék Forece 1 to advance mofe sldwly than
Task’FOrce X on its left; itralso capturea its objective rapidiy.‘

The 1st Bn List AIR was detached from Task Foréeva, |

attached to Task Force 1, and ordergé to advance 300 yards east
‘of its preéent pqsitioﬁs.‘ | |
| " damn fool mission as we already had'thevpommanding gfoﬁhd,"
was the commént_qf one Task Force 2 officer, I

But the battallon pushed out 300 yards as ordered
whercupon it got 1nxo a flbht that lasted the rest of the day.
The 2nd Bn 67th 4R supported it wu;h fire, At last, under intemse
nortar dlrect artillery and tenk fire, the battalion was pulled

‘back to 1ts orislnal pos1tions.
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Pn }-tOGth Inf capturecl HILL 98.1 the’ fla.nks of its left company

Task Force X was vaiso having difficulties, When the 1st

‘(Company 4) had 'been teft exposed, There was a gap of 500 yards'.
'5etween i;t and the /31'& Battalion on its left, while an interval
of 700 yai'ds separated it ”from Company B on the right., A platoon
of Company B was s_ent. out to link up with Commany A, but was une:
va,b]_.ye ‘,ﬁo\ élose ‘the gap. | N |
K - The enemy saw ‘his opportunity and made a determined effort
to drive Co & off the objective. The first counterattack, made
‘oy an infantry company a.t 1600 ‘was repelled before a penetration
could be effected,

" A second and larger counterattack was launched at - 17’45,

shortly af ter dusk. The _enenmy employed three companl_es of the

11th PzGr Regt, again meking his mein effort sgainst Company Ao

. The Germans used trickery in their attempt to close in.
Some groups 'ad.vanced wder the protection of white flags, while
others ceme forward with their hands up, ‘in an attitude of sur-
Vrender but cleverly aoncealing hand grenades in their palms.

As & re-s_ul_t,o_f this vile'conduct,,. the two Pplatoons of
‘Ooz‘npa’nyi A,lhqlding .the linevwére almost compietely destroyed, and
the éonmpany was forceﬁ.,tc Qithdraw about 300 yards to the south
toa iaosition which afforded is:om‘e defilade against machine 'gtm
and rlﬂe fire. | |

Tanks of the 31'(1 En 67th AR and. one platoon of Co B 702(1

.TD Bn were detachecl from Task Force 2 to relnforce the 1nfan1;ry.
: With this assistance, the Germans were driven back and the original
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line was restored at 1830, When;the’attack ended, the strength of
Co 4 had been reduced to KU men;g Co B was a little better off with
80 men remaining, |
Company C U06th Inf Wasﬁﬁrought forward immediately to
£i11 in the gap on the left fla%k. Capt George C. Armentrout,
the company commander, displayed such leadership and heroism that
he was recommended for the Distinguished Service Cross.
The 2nd Bn U0Gth Inf was held in reserve in GEREONSWEILER
during the day. When the second counterattack developed, Co G
was moved to the right flank of Co A, Co F occupied a position
in depth, while Co E was held in reserve,
The 3rd Bn Ulst AIR moved up to restore-contact with the
1st Bn Ylst AIR and by darkness the line was intact along the
entire 003 front. Contact was gained with ﬁhe LoKth Inf Regt (under
.84th Inf Div) on the left and with CCA on the right,
The 1st Bn 335th Inf (84th Inf Div), attached to 2nd Armd
Div, was further attached to CCB. It occupied FLOVTRICE pfeparatory

11
to relief of the 3rd Bn L0O6th Inf during the night of 21-22 November.

CCA Begins to Threaten Merzenhausen

While CCB was wresting more ground from_the enerny in the
vicinity of GERTONSWEILER, Force B of CCA launched two attacks
to capture positions whence an assault could be made on MIRZENHAUSHN,
The left element of Force B, consisting of the 2nd Bn
119th Inf (less 2 cois)k one platoon of Co I 66th AR and one tfoop

of Fife and Forfars, jumped off from FREIALDENHOVEN at 0900, the
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1n1tial objective being the ground 300 to MOO yards west of
) MEBZENHAUSEN The ground a few-hundrgd yards east of FREIALDEN~
HOVEN begins to éloﬁé’gently down ﬁowards MEBZENHAUSEN. Al though
eﬁpoéed §o~§bservatidn from the ﬁigh ground east and northeast of
MERZENHAﬁSENL:fer some reasonvthe eneny did notbfire on the
attaékers to any great extent; The intermittent mortar and
a?tiller&ufige received ﬁas-inaccurate and there were few cas-
- ﬁalties,‘
»’Bompany G lléﬁh Inf reached its objective about 1500,

Its first élatdon, un&er Lt;fGale Co Kuhﬁ, patrolled into
“‘MEBZENHAUSEN Wheh L§ 'Khhﬁ’returnéd‘aﬁa reported‘the'ﬁresence
of tanks in the town, it was decided to postvona further attack
: until the next morning. ' .
| GompapyfF, on the left‘of CO\G; had meanwhile advanced
almost to the MERZENHAUSBE~EDEEEN Road, where 1t occupied
positions from yhich it could cover the road with fire, The
enemy was dﬁg;in on the high ground opposite Company F, and
further movement would probabiy“héve drawn heavy firé'from him.'
T%e company remalned in these nositlons until the evening of ‘
26 Nbvember.;g | / \

o ‘The,right elémént of Force B, consisfing.of;the Ist Bn
66th AR- (- ) Co B 1191;h Inf ~and one pla’soon of Co € 7024 TD Bn
was also scheduled to cross the line of departure at 0900 but

delays 1p:fuellng the tanks postpqned th@vgumpeoff~ugt;l 1100,
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The attack, launched from a wosition south of FREIALDEN.
HOVEN, was spearhead.ed by Co F 66th AR while Co E 119th Inf
followed on~foot, initially at a distance of 300 yards, The
objective was HIIL 101,5, aboﬁtYGOO yards south of MERZENHAUSEN,
The attackers advanced aéross poﬁato and beet fields wholly ex-
posed to observation from the high ground east and northeast of
MERZENHAUSEN.‘ Our tanks met little resistance until they were on
the objective, when they were engaged by six Mark VI-tanks from
positions in MERZENHAUSEN, Two of the enemy tanks were destroyed
and the others drivén undercover, -

During the.expgsedlédvance, the infantrymen suffered a
augber of qaéualtieé'frnm artiltery and mortar fire, Efforts to
obtain éover by proceeding along the DURBOSLAR-MERZENHAUSEN road
provéd iain, for the enemyvhad this avenue of approach zeroed in,
and covered it with artiliery and mortar fire, Nonetheless, the
infanﬁry pushed on doggedly, and reached the objective by night~
fall, |

Only a miﬁor operafion was carried out bvaorce A on the
2lst, It attacked é.t 1100 to seize HILL 97,6, a fow hundred
VYards east of EDEREN, Thére was no opposition except light
artillery fire.l3 N

| The night of the let found the 2nd Armd Div tied in on
front that ran from south of MERZEHHAUSEN through HILL 97.8
(eas_t of EDEREN) to the high ground east and north of GEREONS-

WEILER (see Appendix VIII-B for map), In less than 60 hours of
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'detemined fighting it had taken three well defended towns, iuad
seizea'fhé ﬁigh ground overlooking the ROER, and had established

‘itself in positions from which it could launch a knock-out blow
asamst MERZENHAUSEN, ' |

NOTES ON CHAPTER V
1Field Order 35, CCA, 18163CA Nov Uk,

2A’_fter Action Report, 2nd Armored'Division, 19 Nov Lk,

3
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Division, 20 Nov 4li, gives the time as 201000, The 4th Informa-
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CHAFTER VI
THE LAST PHASE

MERZENHAUSEN was the key to the enemyY¥s final defensive
positions in the Divisidn zone, So long as he could-hold it his
lines of communicatiqn west of the ROER were secure, But once
he lost MERZENEAUSEN and its satellite high ground, BARMEN would
be rendered untenable and the west bank qf the ROFR uncovered,
The eneny couid be counted on to fight tenaciéusly for MERZEN-
HAHSEN.k'In‘the event, it proved one of the hardest fought actions

of the month,

Initial Atﬁack on Mggzenhausen

On 22 Nov, while the otﬁer units of the Division re-
gfouped and improved theirqéositions, Force B of CCA launched
the first attack against MERZENHAUSEN (see Fig, 11), Its
mission was to seize the town,.block its northeast entrance, and
thereafter defend a line running MY and SE, maintaining contact
with Force A on the left and with the 29th Inf Div on.the fight.

MERZENZAUSIN was heavily defended, Fire trenches pro-
tected it on the north, west and south, The German infantry
was stronly supported by tanks, An orchard immediately west of
the town concealed numerous-tauks_and,go mm assault guns, To
overcome these powerful defenses was extremely difficult,

The attack jumped off at 0900, The lst 3n 66th AR reinf

attacked from south of the village, while the 2nd Bn 119th Inf
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‘reinf approached from the west, Of the five Brifish tanks in

support two Crocodiles were inclwﬁed in the force aﬁtacking'
from the south, while one Crocodlle and two Chnrchills supnorted
the attack from the west (see Appendlx 2).

At 0900, the two Crocodiles led off the attack from the

-south, advancing aégresSively towards the southwestern edge of

‘MERZEHHAUSEN Employlng their flame throwers alﬁost continuously,

the Crocodiles had an electrify1ng effect on the hostile 1nfantry.

Almost.lmmediately, at five dlfferent places along the south side

~ of the town and in the orchard, white flags began to wave, Then,

unluckily, the British‘vehicles moved into exposed positions on a

- ridge, and before 1000 all had been destroyed by hizh ve10c1ty

fire from the. orchard The white flags disa@neared

The Crocoalles had been leading a platoon of infantry, -

As soon as the flame throwers were destroyed, the enemy, who only

a.few minubes;before,had been so w1111ngvto surrender, now blocked
the advance of the infantry with grazing méchine gun fire, The
platoon was fofced to a hél#, and the Germéné then took it undér
firekwith their gortafs. Our own mortar and'arfillery fire on
the orchara and on MERZENHAUSEN failed to silence the ;nemy pieces.‘
Laﬁer it was discovered that most of the hostile positions were
protected Ey-oveihead‘cover; The platoon had to withdraw to the
line of déparﬁure.

| Gompany G ll?th Inf part of the force west of the town,

was now ordered to fix bayonets and charge the town. The men at
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the time were dug in an open ground under direct hostile observa-
tion, They had discovered that any attempt to leave their pos—
itioﬁs immediately brought down fire, So4a patrol was sent for—
ward to attempt to find an avenue of approabh. It was soon pinned
down. Company I 66th AR wés then ordered to attack, 4s it
approached the town, two Shermans were kmocked out, and two more
bogged down. The others, however, opened & gap through the fire
trenches, droﬁe the hostile armor from the orchard, and forced ,'
it to retreat east of the town. The first and second platoons of
Co G 119tk Inf then passed through the gap and at 1310 began to
attack the outermost tuildings of MIRZENHAUSEN,

. | At about 1530 Capt Warne R, Parker of Co E 119th Inf,
which had been involved in the abortive attack from the south in
the morning, ordered his third platoon forward to help consolidate
the town, The léader, Lt William Hall, advanced along the same
route he had taken that morning, and this time was able to get
through the orchard., Near the cross roads at the gdge of town
his men were forced to take shelter in a ditch from machine gun
and tank fire coming down the main street. He asked Capt Parker
to have the second platoon pull uwp on his right, This was done,
and as daylight faded both platoons worked into the first three‘
or four bulldings on the south side of town,

While Co X 119th inf,was moving these two platoons into

. MERZENHAUSEN, ‘t‘he two assault platoons of Co ¢ 119th Inf continued

to work on each side of the street. 3By 1730 they had advanced
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about one—third of the way through town when the enemy launched

a counterattack down the<street,_headed by a Mark VI tank, 1t
knocked out one of the tanks of Co I 66th AR which had followed
the infantry into town and it corpletely broke up the attack of

Co G lléth Inf. Lacking confidence in their bazookas, and unaware
that twovpiatoons of Co E were coming up to strengthen their
position, all but a handful of Co G retreated to the vicinity of
the company CP, located in a house Just west of the crossroads at
the western edge of the town. ILuckily the Merk VI did not pursue
them, as none of the four remaining tanks of Co I were in position
to halt the Tiger if it had dared to go further, and no mines

had yet been laid.

Capt Chabaud ordered his third platoon forward to es—
tablish a line near the CP while with the help of his executive,
Lt Faris, he attempted to pull together the rest of his dig—
organized company. |

Lt Colonel William C, Cox, commanding officer of the 2nd
Bn 119th Inf learmned only late in the evening of the experience
of Co G. He immediately came to Co G's CP--in fact, he set up
his own headquarters there~—and supervised the mining of the
street in front of the battalion's line. Colonel Cox spent the
rest of the night strengthening the battalion's positions. He
had three heavy machine guns set up.to cover the minefield, with
a tank in support.  The other heavy machine guns were placed on

the north side of the town.
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At 0130, 23 Nov, Capt Thomas F, Carothers, commander.of
the 2nd Bn 41st AIR, whose unit had jJust arrived in FREIALDENHOVEN
from IDIREN and whose men thought they were due for a rest, was
called to the regimental CP by Colonel Hinds. fhe Colonel des-—
eribed the situation in MIRZENHAUSIN as critical and alerted Capt
Carothers‘for movement to MERZENFHAUSEN to restore the lines,

The relief battalion arrived in MERZENEAUSEN about O430,
By this time, Col Cox had the situation in hand, Company E Ylst
AIR moved in one the right edge of town, jointly occupying the
first four or five houses with Co E 119§h Inf for protection from
the eneﬁy artillery. Oompany:D U1st AIR moved into the houses
on the left side of the road. These houses were to serve as the
line of departure for the following day's attack. Company F
U1st AIR remained in reserve and dug in in the field between
MERZENHAUSEN and HILL 101.5.

Before daylight Capt Chatfield of Co I 66th AR suggested
that Co G 119tk Inf resume the attack on the enemy in MERZENHAUSTN.
- Company G had suffered 34 casualties since Jumping off the prev-
ious afternoon and its three rifle platoons were down to a total
of 38 men, It was obvious to leaders of the company and to Col
Cox that the survivors were too shaken to launch a successful
attack, The 2nd Bn UYIst AIthhereforé undertook to attack employ-—
ing onebcompany on each side of the street. These companies were

supported by four tanks and two tank destroyers.
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The infantry junped off from the shattered houses at
| 0800, The enemy, estimated as a battallon, fanatlcally defended
his positions in town wlth tanks hiddennin ‘houses, dug-in tanks.

artlllery, mortars and small arms fire*f
The flght progressed from houSe to house..-Sniﬁers fired
at the advanclng.Americans and grenadég'were thrown at them from
seCoﬁd.story Winﬁows;, Forty or fifty ﬁrisonérs ﬁere taken as ﬁhe
battalion advanced 100 yards to the middle of WIRZEVAAUSHN,

. dne of Co I's tankérwas knbcked out, Its crew repor€ed
that ‘it was hit by an,énemyftank concealed behind'a:sliding_
doorfina‘large‘building;h-The dbor was opened only to allow the

"' ’caﬂk ﬁo fire and then was provﬁptly'-closed» At.1500 a ’bazoulra and
Nblotov cocktail team was organized to set this building on fire..
The building went up in flamesf, but the intensity of the hostile
gunfire,p#evented the team fro@ remaiﬁing_to observe thevresults,‘

At 1500 'ihe battalion wé.‘s‘ordered to consolidate the
_ gmund it had gained. Only about hélf df MERZENBAUSEN had been
cleared of eneny. (See Fig. 11.)
Elements of CCA spent 24 Nbv consolidating their p051tlons
in MERZENHAUSEN, . The 2nd 3n ulst AIR (less Co F) returned to
 FRETAIDENHOVEN. Compahy F Llst AIR, which had been in reserve,
relieved Co F 119th Inf in the line O'né'ha.lf‘mi'le northwest of
MERZENEAUSEN. oo |
' ‘ Although prisoners renorted ’chat the Germns were rein-

forcing their garrison in the north part af the town no effort
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was made to drive them out of MIRZENHAUSEN as mejor changes in
the divisional scheme of maneuver were in the process of devel—

opment,

Thelbivisibanegrouﬁs -

. Several days previously XixX Corps had apnounced a,chéhge
in the corps 1eft'b0undary, effective at 1800 2U mbv;"mhis
~ changs narrOWed the dlvision gone to HILL 97.6 (exclusive) |
immec1ate1v east of EDIREN to a boint about 500 yards west of
KOSLAB (see,Appendlxlg—B for map).. This in effect relleVed,the
Division of responsibility for the area held by COB and thus
gréatly-improved its freedom of action in launching the finai
blow of the operation, | |
. The regrouping incident to the shift in boundary Pegah‘f
" on 22‘November vhen tfedps of the XIII Corps were‘temporéfily
éﬁtached'to the 2nddﬂ¥md;Div,for the purpose ofvrelieving,ele~
ﬁenfS\of CCB in the line.. fhe next»day 0CB :eliéved ?c£ce A,df
0CA in the vicinity of EDEREN. Upon its Vr"ellief‘Fo,rce A was dis~
éolﬁed énd'Fbrce B‘was re&ésignated as the let AIR (-) réinforced.
‘ When the new boundary tecame effectlve at 1800 2l Nov
\the XIII Corps elemerts reverted to their parent unlts. At the
| same.time the nosth Inf reverted to the 102nd Inf Div,
‘Upon the completion of these changes, the- entlre Division
front was held by GG&. Cq3xassenb1ed in the v101n1ty of OIDTWEILER. E

/

9n



Confinuation of the Aptack

Whlle these chanves were 1n nrogress GoA was engaged in
planning the final drive of the opera@;on., ‘The plan as &eveloped
laid down a_thrée~fold mission for CGASk-TO clear the enemy from
WIRZENHAUSEN, to seize the town of 3A§MEN,"ana to cut the énemy 
cdmmﬂnicationé west bf the BbEﬁ in the Di&ision‘zonea

The troop list was revised and‘a‘new task.organizatién
*establishéd.' The new attack fércé consisteﬁ ofjfhe 1st and 2nd
Bns 119th Inf, 2nd and 3rd Bns 4lst Axa; Ren C6 66th AR, and Cos -
& C and G 66thiAR. The 1st Bn 119th Inf was attached tdfthe.2nd
Armd D1v at 2000 25 Kov by verbal order of the C& XX Corps, and
assembled northwest of FREIALDEHFOVEN |

The time of aptack was set as 0715 27 Nov. CCA's schemé
of maneuVer contemplated a three«nronged attack, The 3rd Bn U1st
AIR on_the rzght was dlrected to capture the high ground from
HIIL 98.1 (east of MERZENEAUSEN) to KOSIAR (exclu51ve) The 2nd
Bn- 119th Inf would clean out MWQZENHEUSEN and establigh road
blocks at 1nﬁersect10ns east of the town. The objectlve of the
lsyan 119th Inf was HILL 100, 3, northWest of MFRZENHAUSEN, The |
Eﬁ&‘Bh~¥15t AIR; iﬁitia11y>inAreServe,(was‘tﬁ pass through the
‘nd Bn 119th Inf after MERZEWHAUSEN had been cleared and selze
objecﬁives west and southwést of BARMEN; '(s;e‘Fig; 12.) |

Col. Colliér,!commander of CCA;‘saw that the chief prob-
lem ofythé operation 1ay“inbfinding a good route of approach fu%\

tanks to assist the 1§t Bn 119th Inf in taking the high ground
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northwest of MERZENEAUSHEN. This high ground was protected both

on the south and on the west by & cliff, varying from 10 to 15

feet in height. A second barrier to a tank assault was a small
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"Stream '30 to‘ 4o ya_rds; on the near side of the ‘embankment, -In
' additioﬁ, an antitank difch protected the high grownd from armored
attack ffom the west, whiié avserieé‘of fire.ttenches along the
top of fhe cliff provided:a formidabie défenée against eitherktank'
or infantry approach from both séuth and west, S&uthwest of the
stréam the ‘ground sloped gently upverds to the outskirts of |
FR?IALDV”HOV“N west of the stream the ground also sloPed glightly
upwa:gs to hlgh ground just east of EDEREN. 'Thus the enemy from
his pos1t10ns.aloqg the crest of the steep rise had good observa#
. tion on nearly all the ground bver which he mightvbeyattacked.
Col. Collier e§p1ained to Col. Herlong that hé had fequested the
assistance‘of'the.infantry becausé né satisfactor§ tank approach
Dto the high gr.dund-haa been found, He emphasizéd that he would
like very much to use tanks in the assault if Col. Herlong could
f1nd a deflladed route with reagonably good tractlon over which
the tanks cauld move,
| 061, Herlong planned to move his hattalion from its
| assembly area:on the ﬁorthwest side:of fREIALDENHDVEN to the
railroad trécks southeast of FDEREN, The Ren Oo of the 66th
AR held p031tlons along the EDEREN~MERZENHAUSEN QQad The 1st
Bn. 119th Inf would pass throuth these positions with two COﬂDanleS
abreast. Company‘B was glven the mlssion of scaling the cliff and
cleaniﬁg out the antitank dztch It would then proceed eastward\
alonv the crest, sw1ng around and,assault HILL 100, 3 from the

souxheas Gorpany C was to advance on the rlght of Co B, while
4 gy



! Co A remained in reserve in the’ vmmi‘by of FREIALDERH’OVF‘N -~ Col,
Herlong specified tha’c Cos B.and O were to attac; w1t3:~ two

platoons abreastnand::.one"_ platoon in reserve,

- The Attack on 27 November 194k

CCA, occupying the en't:’iffe 2nd Armd Div front, attacked

| as planned in ﬁhree columns at d‘_{15 on 27 bTOVember.‘ The attack
- was preceded 'Sy an artillery 'barragé.

The 3rd Bn Ulst AIR attacklng on the right, encountered.
the enemy in force on the rld.ge east of Mmzmmvsm and was taken
under fire by artlllery and mortars. A fierce counterattack
pinned the battalion to the rear slopes of the high ground. The

 infantry J'U.mped into abandoned German trenches and held out in ‘

D them for the remainder of the da.y, rece:xvmg con51d.erable flre from
KOSTAR. | |

~ The advance o:E' the 2nd Bn 119th Inf in the center, was

resisted by the enemy mth heavy small arms flre within MERZENHAUSIN |
andJW1th tank fire from the v1c1n1ty of BARMEN and the crossroads
:ior'.:hwe‘st ‘of Mzazmﬁsm - bcompany F, adiran‘ciﬁg in the cente.r c;’.f
the town, was talren under fire by smpers ancl bazookas, as well as
b:,r a.rtlllery and mortars, - In order for uq F to advance 1t became
necessary to reduce nearly every-hduse‘on éither side of the main

a o
street, The techpiqu_e employed was simple, While one squad

poured fire into the openings of a hoﬁSe, a second squad rushed -
the occupants, A squad commanded by Staff Set. Charles B. Miner
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' captureé. apprcmmately 300 prlsoners in houses dur;ng, the day.
@he comnander and entire staff of the battallon whlch had been
;ﬁefend;ng MERZENEAJSEN was captured 1n‘onefof ‘the last houses,lnr
‘thé toWn; By 1700 Co ¥ had cleaned out all the bulldlngs in
MERZEEMAUSEI\T

While Co T was fightlng 1ts way from one house %o another,
Co B was hav1ng a hard flght in the back yards of the bouses on
\the south s1de of the malnvst:eet. In these.ya;ds the enemy had
dvg a large number of overﬁead bunkeré connected by communicat{on
' trenches. To assist Co E; two tank destroyefsiand two M=ltg
we?e éssigned the mission of mqving abreasf ofjthe infantfy in
btﬁéyépen field squtﬁ of the foﬁﬂ; The two ¥-Urs were soon dis-
' abled by mines,; Two more Wwere brought up, but one of these was
o prom@tlyAkﬁockEd out by'bazooka fire.--Go‘Erwas giﬁen no further
ﬁankvsupporﬁ,'and the two tank destroyers were too far to the
sbﬁih to’be of much value. | |
It took nearly the entlre afternoon to drive the stubborn

' defenders back 200 yards. Flnally, when it was almost dark, the

‘company comman&er chmltted his support platoon,  Lt. ‘Har§1d

‘\Hblycrosq, ths platoon leader, determlned to mke an old fashloned

yinfantry assault. Firing,almost constantly, the attackers awa;t

throush the revalninb back yards m&kin no effort to take cover:
but onlJ ta move forward as qulckly as pOSS1b1e. Thé men ei ther

vaulted over tne fences or boosteﬁ each other‘over them, Enemy
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resistance collapsed m the face of this assault. The momentum
of the attack continued. until it reached the ereek on the far '
siie of ‘the. town at 18'00 ‘There Co E formed a defensive line for
the nigh’c. | | \
' The attack on the left was made by the 1st Bn,119th Inf.
| 'frotect»ed by very llmted vwﬂa:.llty, the battalion made rapid.
progress after crossxng the line of depar’cure. Companies i a&zd
c comprlsed the assaul’q echelon- Co B was on the left mth two
platoans a‘breast. “An anti,’qank ditch south of HILL 100,3 provea
to e unoceupieé., but some men were left there 'by Co C to Secure
‘ itf
" The troops got witﬁiﬁ 1400 yards of tké objéctive, HILL',‘
100,3, before being discévered. The first hostile fi:.'eA was re-
' ceived by Co B, which was frying to advance up the ¢liff at the
p.oir‘xt where the railroad ﬁends horthward.. S‘mallv arms fire from
theb trenches m‘rerlobking thé embankment. soon bgcanie' intensé, andk
the assault was pinned <1ownq A?proximately 150 yards wes’c §f
th1s pomt. the other attacking tr00ps found an avenue of
approach in the form of & narrow nor’chsouth draw. | Two platoons
"of Co ¢ and one platoon of Co 3B moved 1nto the draw, pass1ng -
'beneaths the railrnad, overpass, T_Dhe third platoon of Co € was
. écheioned to the rear to pi'otéct“thle line of commmnications.
4 stralght infantry attack was organized in the draw,

Artillery and mortar concentrations were placed on the objective

as'well as on the fire trenches v’s’o the east. The artillery

97



' forward obs’érver 'arraﬁged a rolling: ‘barrage to precgde\ the

infantrjat-a; d)istaﬁqe of 200 yardsa-: , |
\ The three piatoons in the draw advanced behind the

barrage. But it soon became apparent that the hostile emell arms
fire .had’no’c been neutralized. ZFnemy fire from the trenches
500 yards to the east was; deadly, Our artillery was shifted fo
these tréxich'e,s,n making possible an advance of appréximately 50 |
.yard:s,‘ bﬁt at a co’s‘b,.of lfive killed and 15 wounded. | Thé ‘enemy
ha&d_ugv i‘n-sg well that the artillery fire had only a minor
éffect,. Col H'erlong became convinced that an infantry assault
without tanks would prove oo costly. He ordered his men back
to the dramf. |

' ‘ " In the meantime_,_:econnais’same of ‘ghe railroad tfacks
tha’kcrran be‘bween"the str.eaﬁ and the emban]«:méﬁt revealed that tanks

“could be,ro.ut_ed along these ‘tracks $60 a point 400 yards w‘e.s't of
ther‘draw‘.rf At this point the ground, instead of rising abruptly,
vsloped; geﬁt’ly[upwards, pfoviding an ideal avénue ‘of approé.ch for -
armor, OCol Herlong promptly’advis‘ed Col. -qulier‘ that he had
found a r'out‘é over which tanks could ga.ih the ‘high ground., ,Coi.

- Qollier immediately or,dereci Co 6 664n AR, commanded by Capt
Joseph Rober-t's‘,, to advance over this route, }’I‘hél infan’trymérvz held
‘their positions during the hour and a half before; Capt Roberts!.
tanks arrived, |

The railrogsd bed f~pr6ved more satisfactory than most roads

' as an avenue of approach, As the tanks moved off it and up the
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.hlll, ’che soaked. conchtlon of the ground, slowecl them down some~ |
wha,?. .But none of the tanks bogged down.
~mhe:infant1‘_v;’nnen'rs spifits soared with‘f the tanks! arrival,
They followed thé'tanks at a distance of 100 to 200 vards. The |
effecﬁ -’on thé eneny was marked. His fire slaékene'ti, and soon
. qeaseé.? Forty Germ@ns wére captured; an eciua]_.'.number were killed |
: or'woundé& and the baiancé manage"d to escane'.u The ta.k—-infantry |
assault secured the objectlve (HILL 100, 3) and the trenches to
‘Ghe east sirml’oaneously. The _pos;’_cmn was 1mmed1ately organized,
Gormany A's positions on the right flank ﬁre-re occupied a:t‘terv dé.rk
| and were thoroug"zly tied 'in by 0200 28 Novem'ber. |
At 2200 the 2nd 3n Mist AIR which had been held in
reuerve tbroughout the day in W‘RWIALD‘E‘M-TOVW was ordered for—-
ward to capture HILL 98.1 and to fill the gap between the 3rd Bn
Y15t AIR on the I'léh‘b and the 2nd Bn 119%h Inf in MERZM\IHAUS_EEL
’ The atk’sa.ck‘ was made by Cos D and,‘F following an axis to the left
of the MERZENHAUSEN-KOSLAR road. They were assisted on their
right by Co G I st AIR.- The objective was taken.wifhout’difficulty.
Company B Ylst AIR moved up to fill the gap between the 1st an’d.

- 2d 3Bns 119th Inf,

Cdunterattacls% Agaihst vMerzénhause‘n"
At 2130 tbe eneny launched a tank~infan‘cry attack from |
“the directlon of FLOSSDO% agamst the pos:Lt:Lons of the 2nd Bn
119th Inf in the vwinlty of ‘Z”ERZEI\F{AUSMI Iwost of the counter—

¥

'attackmg 3 orce wa.s stopped ‘by artillery fire bu’c two of the tanks
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' aﬁd the[ihfa:;}tyry on ther crossed the -raj,lroa& tracks and
| app'reé.ched" the mine field 1aid by Qo Fvvll%h Inf. The bazooka
’ﬁeam ’cove‘ring fhe ‘mine fie'ldv had been reinforced by two tank - ‘
é.e’stréyéré y & BAR man and a ri‘flerbnan.w klAb_outhlO to 15 yards from
“the mine ,fie'lcl the tanks stépped éné. the acco.mpanying infantry
battempt’ed t‘o; c,'le’ar the mines,  The tank devs"cxjoyers requested that |
flares.‘be sent up fo enable theéa bo épc}t the tanks, and o E?s
mortar platoon nroceeded to comply, The tank des¥royers attempted
| to naneuver into a satisfactory posn.tzon to fire on the tanks, but
‘actually never got off a round.. Meanwhlle, six mfantrymen had
wﬁrked _/iﬁ"co‘positions from whi'qh they could fire on the German
 foot trpop-s. ~ These men.ope;_ied‘, up on the Gerlmans, ai;parently ‘
"kilvlving or wounding six or eigh’c. Th,p Americans continued their
Jf‘ire‘fo;~ "Soime .tim/e,‘despite. th'ekfa‘.ct‘ that thé ’qwé German tanks
con’cmuously returned the fire, The tam:é werve never able to
loca’ce the exact pos:atlovm of the Americans, and most of the fire’
went into the buildings to the rear,

In the darkness the éﬁemy nad considerable success in his
efforts to remve t»he' mines. *Fearingu that he would eventually
'succeed, the defenders called for artillery support despite their
exbreme proximity to ’ohe area to be fired oh._ Qur fire had theu

' desired. effect, and the enemy gave up and, retreated to the north,
| Shortl’y after t"11s counterattack was repulsed. Co E
1;1.9th Inf repelled, a patrol of 21 men who ha}d_ crossedv /the brid.gé

' over the stream in Co.'E”s se'c’tor”. ' This patrol was part of a
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.;cdﬁhterattac];cing force, "Jan_d..'as Cg\a B had not.yet minérl the
; BAR%M‘I—-MERZE&\‘IHAUSE\T Roa.q.; its appea;i'alixce ‘c;la'uséd. alarn a:zﬁbng the
-men hol‘ding; C;) Els }1i:n'e‘.. | The counterattack was supported by |
| heavy artilléry, mo‘rt:‘a.r k‘and machine gun fire. Some of Co E's men
retreated, but’enough, stuck to their positions to(l.orevent the
: en"cire‘ ¢ounterattacking force fr_om breaking through. The patrol
which did g\et’ across the creek r-":xh into heavy -fife. Five of the
Germans r‘eac‘hedrﬁthe edge of town ::'but there two of ’chém were
‘ caiatured, anéd oné killed, while ’she others gdf away. The two
pﬁéé)‘ners taken by Co“E said tha% the mission of the coiﬁ-zter—- '
- attacking force was to recapture their battalion cbmand.e;p who had
béen' seized some h;uré beforg. -
Col. Cox o‘rderéd’ that roé_d ‘glog-ks be'established that
night atv the crossﬂroads.,- halfway be’oweeﬁ MERZENHAUSEN and BARMEN,

: Capt. Parkexvf sent Lt, Holyceross forward to establish a roé‘d,\
block,,and. E;f 0400 he reﬁofted that his mission had been accorp-
1ished, In the éarly mérning hours Co ¥ also placed a road
block on the FZOSSDOP.F road at its junction with ’the'_ ra’ilfoad.,
V'Thus by daylight of 28 iIo_v all avenues of approach to MERZEN-
BAUSEN from tﬁe n‘o.x;th and_ eays.t were -thoroughly“ blocked.5

| CG‘A‘SV successes on the 27th destroyed tlhe integrity of
thé final Gerrﬁan battle positibdm the Division zone., The
éapture of HILL 100.‘5‘ gave the A,merigans tvhe‘: critical terrain
ﬁmich‘ hacT been a constaﬁt ,meh'ace %o t‘he.ir fo;ces in 'ME-RZEI\,"HAUS’EI\T.VV

.}/{ERZE.P\}HAUSE\T itseif,: bitterly contested for six days, had been
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'vcleared of the enemy. With the capture of HEILL 98.1 and the
ridge east of MEEZEEMUSEN by the Znd and }r j\ns U1st AIR ‘the
Americans stood oq ground which dompated BA'RMET‘T. ) I’c was now

only a matter of moving forward to cap‘c.ure EABMF‘IT and sweemng the

sha’utered enemy remants from the Divi 51on Jzione.
Gol. Collier, foreseeing that the G-errrans were on the

verge of collapse, made a brief and s1mp1 lan for the fina.l

day-—the 28th, Whlle the bulk of his for ps held their present
positiyonsv, the 2nd Bn Wist AIR relnforce&?'by Co H 66th AR would
se‘izé 3ARMEN, On its rlght the 82nd ch Bn remforced by a
vlatoon of tanks and a platoon of tank destroyers would cut the
 BARMEN-KOSIAR Road and, the reilroad running parsllel to. it. on
the left, he planned to e.mpidy a tank-infantry company team to . .
'_ protect the north flank from counterattack from FLOSSDORF and to
~seize the high ground northwest of BARMEN, (see Tig, 13).
Exactly at noon on tl;:e ESth the ‘chreelicolumns Jumped off,
As Colonel Collier had an’uclpated, the enemy :E’oubht oﬁly a rear—
guard action, - ”‘hlrty mmutes after cros sing the 1ine of departure |
,thé leading elements of the End Bn Uist AIR were e_ntering BARMIN
j:'r-a‘nd by 1500 the town had been completé},y cleared of the enemy. The
g2nd Ren Bn moved forward with equal rapidity, quickly cut the
- BARMEN-KOSLAR Road and railroad, and contacted elements of the .
29tk Inf Div in KOSIAR, The reinforced company attackmg on the .
left recelved tank flre from the vwmity of FLOSSDORF but gained

its obggctlvewthe high _ground,northwest of BARMEN—DYy 1230,
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3y late afternoon a firm line had bYeen established

alongz the front from FLOSSDORF (exclusive) through 3ARMIN to
KOSIAR (exclusive)., Patrols pushed forward to the ROER, clearing
" the last of the enemy from the Division zone,

During the past seven days the Division had narrowed

its zone, regrouped its forces, and fought a bitter battle
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.against a skillful and tenacious gnemy for MERZEVHAUSEN. After
sij: days of iri’cenSe fighting it .&‘éi;QVe him from this k_éy positi‘on'

and followed D ’che victory by capturing BARMEN and severing his

commmicaticns west of the R@Eﬁ. 'l’he ba‘b’cle had deen fought in

heavy rain and deep md by menx_wlg‘,g were soaking wet and operating
Uﬁder the ;nost_ﬁrretched of cégﬁiﬁons, made wors.é by constar;t
artlllery fire. S
Now the battle was over, the BOER had been reached, the

end Armcred Division had accompl':;shed its mssion.

FOO'I‘I\TOT‘"S FOR CHAPTm VI

Nmth Tnited S’eaﬁes Amy, Operations IV, Offens:we in .
l‘ToVem‘ber, Yth Information and Historical Service, p'o 181—236

passim,
2A+”ter Action Report End Armored D1v1s10n, 27 Nov Ul,
302 Cit, Ninth Army. heje) 236-239, Eassun.

ulbid D ks, -&fter Action Report, 2nd Armoreé.
Division, 27 Yov U4, states that the enenmy was encircled on
the hill, and that the entire force, including a battalion
commander and his staff, surrendered at 1500.

- »51'::-1;1 P 239#-21;8 passin,

6Ibid, Do 2)4-8* After Action Report 2nd Arnored Dlvision,
28-30 ITov &E : , ‘



. | CHAPTHER VII '
B SUMMARY AND LESSONS

On 16 l\Tovem'ber 19&’4 the ond Armored Division attacked
" toward the ROER River as parx‘: of the general Allled offens1ve
to c10se to the RI{INE. The div:.s:.on pla.nned. a boxer's one~twos
a left ja'b northeast to GEREOWSWEILER by COB followed 'by CGA'S
right punch due east to BARP@N. QCB’S left jab would secure dom—
inating ground at GERWMNSWEILIR from which the 102nd Inf Div
could'launydl an attack on LJ;NI\TICH and the crossings of‘ the ROER,
CCA!s right punch woulé., protect XIX Corps' 1eft flank in ibs main
effort against JULIGH and would also capture a d.ivision assembly
area é-t BARMEN prejpé.ratory to following XIX Corps' 29th and 30th
Inf D:.v:xsmns ‘across the ROZR. .
. .. On the 2nd Armored Dlvismn’s maht, the 29th and 30th
Infantry~D1v1slons were making XIX Gorps' main atta-ck to selze
- JULICE ,ma secure & bridgehead across the ROTR. And on ‘the'l’eft_
the 8U4th Inf Div was engaged in the ma,jo'x" operation of reducing
GEILEKIRCHA!, Between thesé two main efforts the 2nd Armored
»Div-ision rade a linited o'b,jec’tivé at’cack-;-the ob,jectives,A .
GEREONSWEILZR and BARMEN, were within the enemy battle position
and there was bno intention %o continue beyond them immediately,
for the ROTR River precluded such a i)ossibility.'
The division had for”fulateé elabora.’ce preparatlons and

'plans to assault this strm.gly defended segment of the SIFGFRIED
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L'INE.'. _Sand ta‘ui’es representiné th% zoné'bf attack helped orient

‘ e-vérydhe down to the tank crews as to exac"tly’ what each individﬁal

\ wa.s expec’ced to d.o. In addltion, the eivision absorbed d.euble

its own r;lfle strength to brmg up its tank—-infantry ratio, = This
was necessary becauSe the enemr held. the terraln by fo 1%tifying
the numerous towns and Tuilt up area.s in the zone,

.&fter an air preparation, greater than the one at ST LO,

'the 2nd Armored. D:wision attacked in colunm of com’*a.t commands,

'CGB,leadingwith the mission of capturing GEREORSWEILER. ; _TF 1:

of CCB on the right was tank heakfy in order to cross the open

ground to 1its initial objectives of LOVERICH and PUFFMDORF,

while TF X co‘nsisted.lof infa.nt‘ry' supported by teanks to seize

and cleér the village of IMMENDORF, In the center TF 2, &

. balanced force drove at LOVERICH and APYEILTR, The tanks of TF 1

disregarded the mine fields to dash onto theirkdbjectiwfes.“ Most

 of the tanks kmocked out by mine‘é were i'epai'reé. and returned withe

in 24 hours, TF 2's mfan‘cry followed thelr tanks at 200 yards -

to avoid artillery fire directed at the tanks, After carefully

"passing through the front line riflenen‘s fox holes, the ’oanks

encircled FI,OVZ}RICH while the infan’cry pushed stra;gh'b in, _
capturing many prisoners. Neanwhile IW’IENI)ORF fell to TF ‘{,‘

but APWELER held out agalnst " 2 with a resistance that fore-—

. shaéowed the dogged defense Wthh the enemy was to eontmue to

employ back to the ROER, X
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“abtacked from GEREO'\TSWEIL R with_10th Pz Gren Regt at TUERNRT

The followim day, 17 I\Tov, the 9th Panzer DlV‘lSiOIl coun’oer»-

~and 1lth Pz Gren Begt at PUFFINDORF. Despite the major US

\attacks against,GEILENKIR°Hfﬁ on the north and JULICE on the

- " south, the German ‘commahd. hurled the 9th Pz Div, the bulk of i“b'sA
'ﬁ armored reserve, agaiﬁst the End/’A,rinored.Division ‘fo.:rc’ing it %o
#he defensivefor two dayse OCA comnitted Force A to seize

EDEREN but 1% merelyn became involved in the counterattack on

CCB at PUFT! PENDORT ..

On the 18th GCB occupied APWEILER and reorganized after

d éountéiratﬁack,’ The next day QGA ‘gsent Jaf“oroe 3 through

TSRIGH to take FREIALDENHOVEN, which homfe%ef held out {mtil'
‘the ”’)Oth; On the 20th CCBYs three task foxces se:,zed their
objec’cive (G‘ELREONSWEILER) in a; coordinated attack' and GG.A.‘s ‘
Force A and Force B moved into BDEREN and FBEIALDENHOVEN Tam

‘ speotivel:y'.' \The. following day, the 2lst, OG0B completed its

| mission by.securing the hill north of G-EZB.EONSWEILER d.ominating
LINNICH on the ROER River;. It remained only for 0CB o hold
the ground until the 2Uth when XIII Corps would take over the
sector and pass the 102nd Inf Biv through, N |

| Resistance to CGA, at MZEITH&JSBN was especially vitter.

. Force B reached ’she outskirts of the town 22 Nov, “oub nob untll

Ii 27th was it a‘ble, %o 1aunch the final ‘Dlow of the campaign and

ture MERZENHAUSEN, By nightfall the town snd its sabellite
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.hlgh ground overlooking BARMEN had fallen to CCA, dn >the nextb
d.ay, the 28th CGAr took BARMEI\T cutting the enemy's last commun~
1cations west of the ROZIR..

In thirteen days the diVISlO"J. had made a successful
1imited objective attack from a line of denarture near BEGGEN-
~ DORF and had penetrated seven niles tlnrough a heavily fort ified
zZone to reach the ROXR near BARMEN, This" entu'e advance was.ma.d.
under adverse condi’cions of terrain and weather. Déspi’ce _coid,
wet wea.ther‘,';’fkfire-*SWept, }muda;y terrain and well organized enemy
deféﬂi’é@s tfﬁe 2nd:Armbred Division took i‘o‘sk' objectives and sud-
| cessf@l;lj def‘é'nd’ed 1:‘h"em; against counterattacks,

T.T‘his operafidr; of the 2nd Armore;t‘ Division pres‘ents fhe

. studentl vﬁ_.th a number of valﬁable lessons. Armofed dki’-‘visioﬁs of

* the future must ‘exi.aect' to have severe limited o’éjective -at’cae‘ksv ‘
against fortified /posit/iohs iﬁcluded in‘ their missions és well as.
| the more specta;:rular;hand lightewefcﬂoitati'on type of actidhs.
In their training they rmust not allow the more appealing role of
the explo‘i_ting‘for\c"ﬁe'\to obsctire’» t‘he\necessi’.o’y to be prepared for
grim iim‘ijte@ ob jective attacks against the énemy’s rain fortified
PO gi\ti‘tm. ‘ Since mapy-.of the lessons of this operation are evident
from the ﬁarrative, only the more important ‘conc‘:.lu-'si;on»s "are dis*‘ |

: cus'sed helow,

Probably the outstandmg p*1nc1ple to be gleaned from

‘chls operatlon is that armor draws armor. General d. Pz. Tr.

.Hemrlch van Luettw:.tz, commander of the XLVII Panzer Corps,
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. stated that upon the commitment of the 2nd Armoreé Dlvision the

German Flfth Armz comander movec" the 9th Panzer Division and

the 15th~Panzer G;‘enadier Division, the bulk of his reserve armor,
to meet this thrust, ILater it was necessary to reinforce them -

with element’s of the 10th S’SVPa.nze'r Division/. Yet on both flanks

of the 2nd A'rmore‘cl.'D'ivlsion ma jor eperaﬁiOns were in progress——
the 84th Infantry D1v1sion agalnst GEILINKIRCHR on the north and
the 29th Infantry D1v1sion against J‘ULIOH on the south The
pre&ence of the 2nd Armored I)1v1sion drew in armor whzch otherw:se
could have been emloyed against the 29th and 8th Divisions Wthh
- weTe makmg these mam e‘"forts. What would have hapoeneﬁ. if the

9th Panzer Division and the 15th Panzer: Grena-d.ler Division had

.been thrown agamst f;hese infantry divi smns?
An armored d1v1szon can successﬁzlly attack a fortifiecl
: eone\with economy -of personnel, althou,gh this type of offensive
does not _\fully;exploit the e'he?acteristics of ﬁ_h-’e tank.  The
decisio‘n te :emnl‘oy armof in f’isuch-a*situation \mu.st be the reéu.lt‘
of weig,hlng possable equlpment IOSSes agalnst expected personnel
casualtles. | |
The drganic infantry-tank ratio of an armored division
» is insufficient for an attack against a strongly fortified zone
f:om_paxjé‘bie to the defenses eonfronting~the nd #mored"nivisién |
’ciuring this operation. The raf\io was one infantry regiment vtto

ftwoi tank regiments. Jecause this was too small, the 'Gorpe '
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i cqm‘r&and.er, attached acditional infantry to the aivision, increasing,
the balance to the \eQuivalen*h. of three infantry kregiments to twg‘vtabnk
jregiment‘s.b.‘ In effe’ct this t'ripled» the divisian' s"infantry strength
Even wi’ch the additxonal mfantry, elements of the &2nd ‘teconnanss- _
- ance Battalion faught in the- lﬂms as riflemen before the 0peration
wag ‘completed. CActually, CA used infantry supporfbed by tanks in
its attacke on V'REZ‘%THAUSMT awd BARMEN. The ffééeﬁt t.rnnd in armor-
ed div1sion organization points to a mot‘e ‘nalanceé ratio.

vA_erre’d ‘d\ivi'si()ns are .capablo of abs&rbing-a large number
of atté.ché& units, émloying -”them' tac’cic’-ﬁally'wit‘h succ;ss and sup—

'porting ‘bhem logistically without ndue di*‘ficulty'. For this act-
ion 2nc1 Amred mvision had the uo6th Infantry Regu.ment of the
IOEnd Infantry Division, two ba*talit)ns af 'bhe 119th Lnfantry'ﬁegi;"

. ment of 'bhs 30tb Infantry Division, the 702116 Tank Destroyer Battal—-
ion, Squad.ron 3, Fife and Fsrefar Yeomanry (Br) the 195th AAA 'Ba'b-
talmn, ané five artillery ba.ttallons attached. These a’_cta.chments- o
doubled the si'ze of the division arxd fshow the'f.léxibilit& of ah;

. amoreﬁ d1v1s:.on in aosorbmg and enploy:mg these units, The
demonstra'bed, ability of the staff to administer and aemce such
1argﬂs scale attachments is osp@cially mtewnrthy.

’ The effectWeness of combinod arms- teams dn'oends an
organizing them with dﬂe consideration to the composi’cwn and di&— -
osuion of enemy'defenses. To acconmlish hls miss;on effect‘rve-

D
.y, a aommander must carefully analyze the terrain te employ the
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' proper tyi:e team on the gr\omd. General White demonstratgd ‘the
flexibility which can be obééi_nea by the propef orgéﬁization‘ of
ténk—infantry‘éeamé based updn the mission and terrain, Task
Force 1, Colonel Dlsney's tank heavy team, was employed across
oPen‘ground which afforded maneuver room for tanks. This team
, quick1y~accomp11shed its niselon (LOVERIGH) with very few person— |
nel césuaifies. Had the assault been made}by'infaﬁtry or by an
infantry heafy teém no ﬂ6ubt the casualties would have beeﬁvhigh.
‘Task Force X, on the north, demonstrated how an infantry heavy
':team can successfully attack a builtdup area, General White
Judlclousl§ organlzed and employed his combat comnand S0 és to
sustain the minismum number of. casualtles in both tanks and
'. infantry, and yet accompl:sh his mission ;n the shortest nossﬂale'
time. | |
The;suSPected presence of‘mine fields must nOtAdéter
- tanks from advancing. Taking counsel of.Oner fear is fatal‘to
success, Many tanks;wére_diéabled, but‘enough got through to
'insure victory., This was especlallv true of C0B's tank assaults
on LOVERIGH FLOVERICHE, and PU“FEBDORF where mlne fields protected
all aVenues of arnroack for armor. The tanks'quidkly pushed through
the mines and, although they suffered some casualties, captured.
the ass1gned obgectives. Mostttanks vhich were blown up by mines
had sustalned only track and suspension damage, whidh couléd be ‘

easily repaired.
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k . The effectiveness of artilléry jfire :'m separ‘atihg d.‘is;-
. iﬁdxmted infantry from their tanks poses a problem in the 'e.n'qzt},.oyih
- ment of t%i&iﬁfantry teams, The 2nd Armored D:'wis;'.on met this
. probleni with successful results by having the ,riflernen_follo_w
fhe tanks».at about 200 yards.  On *ghe? other hand, time and again
the Germn infantry was destroyed by shells directed at their |
tanks, and the tanks then kndéked out by close range AT weapons
or by mines which the in;fantry should have gapp'éd for vthem. In-
fantry working w:.th tanks must be in position to assist the tanks
‘at the crucia.l moment, Therefore it is vital to meke prov1sion
for the mfantry to be ,in the' right spot at the right time,
-Flame throwing tank;s spread panic amongr the enemy.
General von Tuettwitz stated "The American flame throwing taﬁks&— _
used in this battle for the fi;st time—had a strong effect on
~the morale of our troops.ﬁa At MERZINFAUSHEN on 22 No.vem'be'r, the
enemy, terrifiod by the Fife and Porfar Yeomanry flame throwers,
dispblave.d white flags. b_ Their demoralizatio‘n and the flags both
«dlsappeared when they saw the last flamers knocked out,

Plecemeal commitment of armor in a countera.ttack in—-

vites disaster. The Germans learned this forcefully when. the

9th‘Pa_nZer~ Division made simultaneous counterattacks _o:i PUFFEN~
DORF and IMMENDORF, Fach thrust was mde by a Panzer Grenadier
Regimen‘t‘. Sznce trse dlrectlon of the two attacks made mutual
support 1mposszb1e, both efforts were badly meuled, Had the
division been used in :rass against either IMMENDORF or PUFFENDORE

'the story might have been different,
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The reconnaissance battalion must bé vérsatile, The
initial missien for'thé &2nd Reconnaiésance Battalion of the 2nd
- Armored Division was to”establish‘contact-Witﬁ 29th Division
and/or close possihle gaps between combat coﬁmands and/or pass
through £CB and reconnoiter northeast and/or?attach-one‘recon~
naissance company to each combat comrand.” {See 4Avpendix VI for
FO 34). By the time the operation was ovériﬁhe unit was fighting
in the line as infantry,

In such a study as this it is easy ﬁo lose sight of the
absolutely vital part played hy those outst?nding individuals on

whose heroism such a battle depends., The actions of these men

g

are freauently unrecognized, élthough we have mentioned Lt. Tee's
vreventing vanie when his tanks withérew and Lt, Crane rallying
hislcompany before SYRTONSWRIL™, It is hy the agressiveness of
such indiﬁiduals and others like them, unknown forever, that a
unit inches forward. 0f all the lessons 30 be learned from such

2 study as this, it is universally true that no force regardless

of size c¢an win hattles without such heroes,

v

TOOMNOMTS TOR AFAPMTR WIT

1Statempnt, fen, @, ™z, Tr, Feinrich Freiherr von
Tuettwitz, comdr., YIVII ®z Corvs in the Rhineland, Allendorf,
11 Tune Y7, (Translated by fhristensen), pp =K,

21hid, v, 36.
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APPENDIX.I*C
"HILL ON WHEELS"
ORGANIZATION AND COMBAT ACTION TO THE WEST WALL
The 2nd Armored Division, one of the two origipal Armored
Divisions in the United States Army, was organized on July 15, 1940

at FORT BENVING, GEORGIA. Tts tank wnits traced their ancestry back

to the tank battalions of the AEF in World War I. In the years of

peace that followed,they tock part in the evolutlon of American
tank organization, As the 66th Infantry (Light Tanks) and the
STth_Infaﬁtry*fMedium Tanks) they were part of a Provisional Tank
Brigade in 1939. |

When the 2nd Afmoredlbivision vas activatgd these‘régiments

were redesignated as Armored Regiments and combined with the 68th

~ Armored Regiment (Light) formedbthe 2nd Armored Brigade or,DiVision

Agsault Echeion under the command of General (then Brigadier General)

George S, Patton, Jr.

Ted by General Patton the division became the first to

participate in large scale army meneuvers during 1941 in TENNESSER,

-LOUISIAW and in the CAROLINAS, During these maneuvers General
Patton‘s armored doctrine of "Grab 'em by the nose and kick 'em in
the pants" paid off in epectacular end runs and powerful tank
attacks which carned the 2nd Armored Division its nickname—"Hell
on Wheels", A name which became a reality in battle only one year
later—lkmown and feared by the enemy from AFRICA to BERLIN,

.

. r.»'a_n‘?.

Qrganization and Compositipn

In-Janua:y 19n2,’ba§ed‘on world‘trends ih armored action,
it was aecided'to reopganfée the division into two combat commands,
under control of the Division Commander, but capablé of operating
independently, The Armored Reglments of the Strik 1ng Echelon were _
reduced to two——the 66th and the 67th. Thege consisted of a Regi-
mental Headquarters and a Headquarters ucmpany,‘a Reconnaissance

companj, a Malntenance Company, a SerV1ce uompany and three tank




battalions <see Fig. 1, p. 15). The first of these vas a light
battalion, while the second and third were medi?m.' Eaéh battalion
had, a headquarters and & headguarters company ag& three tank
 companies of 17 tanks each divided into three'ﬁlagpons of five tanks
each, In the Eaﬁtalion headquarters company w;re also & recon—
naigsance platoon; mortarvylatodp and assault gun platoon. -
‘The other eiement' of the striking force, the Hlst Armored
Infantry Regiment, was also reorganized bub to 2 Iesser extent.
It consisted of a regimental headquarters and & headquarters company,
a service company end three armored infantry baﬁtalions (see Tig. 1,
P. 15). Zach battalion had a headqﬁayters company similar to those
of the fank“HAttalibné and three rifle campanies of three plaﬁoons
each carried in‘ half—-tra;cks. e |
In the 2nd Armored Division Artillery, the min stay of the
'Sppporc Echelon a regiment~--the lhth, and a Dbattalion~~the 78th,
were reorganized into three identical 105mm Howtizer battalions
(Self Propelled) of thféé'%ifiﬁg'batferies of -six gung each under
Division Artillery Headquarters. (See Appendix I-3.)
Minor changes book plaée in the elements of the Service
Echelon compésed of the Supply, Maintenance and Medical Battalions,
Vith this organization the 2nd Armored Division pérticin" |
‘pated in its firs$ combat action in the‘if:ican Landings in MOROCCO
during November 1942 and the conquest of SICILY. inA July 19343. ' |
Initially the 1lst and 3rd Armored Divisions were sinilarly organized
as Heavy Armored Divisions. The Pirst engaged the enemy in
ATRICA and ITALY but was reorganized into a Light division in July
1944 while the Third fought across FRANCE ard GERMANY as a Heavy
division., All other American Armored Divisions were of the Ligat
type éomposed of separate battalions inéfead of regiments, M
In relative tank strength the Heavy division had cix
light'tank companies and twelve medium tank corpanies org@nized

into two 1light and four medium battalions as compared to three light



tank companies and nine medium tank‘companiés iﬁ»the'thfee standard
tank Battaliohs of the Light Division. This gave the heavier arm-
ored diﬁision thirtyhtﬁree percent more tanks,

Other advantages of the Heavy armoredjdivision were the
greater staff strength and concentrated logistical support given
by the regimentdl organization, Fach regimeht had a regimental |
staff availéble for operations, while the maiﬁtenaHCe‘company
/provided greater repalr facilitieé and fhe sefvice compeny more
“ logistical sufport,than the similar platoons in the<separate tank
battalions of the iight divisions, N
i During the intensive training in ENGLAND, which followed
the an& Armored Division's transfer from the Mediterranean to the
,Eﬁroﬁean Theater of Operations, further changes in the composition
but not the ofganization of the Division took place. it was de—
cided to follow a "middle of the road! policy with the idea of
- strengthening the composition of armored task forces, The Regi-
mental organizations were retained but tank battalions were con—~ -

stituted of one light tank company and two medium tank companies.
This was accomplished by the light battalions releasing two of
their companies and receiving two medium companies in return. The
mediumvbattélicns each traded one of their campanies‘for a light
tank company., This ﬁroduced better balanced tank béttalions but
caused havoc in the identification of the individual companies. |
For, in reconstitubing the battalions, the lettering of the com—
panies was not changed but companies were physicaliy transferred
between battalions in accordance with the wisﬂes of the regimental
and battalion commanders. As an example, Company B, in the 67th
Armored Regiment, becameithevlight tank company éf the Second
Battalion while in the 66th'Arhored Regiment, Company B was the
light coﬁpany of the Third Battalion.' Similar confusion of des—

ignation existed among the medium tank companies with Company H
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being in the First Battalion of the 67th and Compsny T being in
the First Battalion of the SGth Armored Regiment,

Although the reconstitubed fank battalions were each short
one mediﬁm tank company, they represented six battalions complete
with staff and headquarteré company in comparison to onl&'three tank’
battalions in the lighter divisions. This allowed the formation of
a greater'nﬁmber of armored fask fo£Ces~wpacking‘more armored
power in the punch'of the heavier divisions——enabling them to
confinue in sustained attack for lohger‘periods of time;- Figure 1,
page 15, shows a detailed graphié representation of the companies
composing the battélions of both armored regiments and the armored

infantry regiment,

In Actiqn~~3frica to Germany

The "Hell on Wheels" Armored Division received its baptism
of fire during the Allie& Invasion of FREHCH'NDREHWEST AFRICA, when
it participated in amphibious landings, striking at three points
along the coast of MOROCCO on & November 1942,

Armored Battalion Ianding teams, specially constituted
»tagk‘forces composed of two light tank companies, an Armored
Infantfy company and an Arﬁored Field Artillery battery, supported
the assaulting Infantry at each of the three invasion sibes—

PORT LYAUTEY, FEDELA (north of CASABLANCA) and SAFI.

The landing force at SAFI was commanded by sajor General
Ernest ¥, Harmon, CG of’the Second Armored Division, and was
supportéd by GCB, thé'floéting reserve of the Vestern Task Force,

In the months thaﬁ followed,ﬁﬁe Division was joined by
the remainder of i%s elements in the CORK Forest near RABAT with

‘the mission of holding MOROCGO against 2 Nazi threat through SPAIN.
During this time hundréds of officers, men and vehicles were sent
to TUEISIA ag replacements for the units figﬁting fhere.
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During Jul? 1943 the Qnd Armored Division to;k-part in
the rapid conquest of SICILY by Genéral Patton's Seventh United
States Army, Both combat commands were employed in support of
asséulﬁing I#fantry'elements. CCA'waé abtached'to the 3rd Infantry
Eiviéion‘aﬁ LICATA while CCB landed with the lsf Infantry Diviéion
at GELA, ILater both combat commands of the Division joined at
AGRIGHNTO in & 1ightning dash to cut the island in two and seize
the port of PALIRMO in a pincer by a doubie envelopment, During

Novémber the Diviéion was tronsferred to ENGLAND whefe.an intensive
vtréining program preparatory o the invésion»of ﬁFortress Europé”
was undertaken,

| The first "Hellwoanheels" elements landed in FRANCE on
g June 1944 (Df2) over QMAHAkﬁeach and were immediately committed
in support of the 29th Iafantry Division. On 12 June CCA was
ordered to CARENTAN.té the relief of the 101st Airbofne Division.

_ These two units then launched a combined attack against the enemyv
o énlarge the beach head. July 26 was the start of the famous
ST, LO“Breakthréugh Whidh spilled American armored might ééross
the plains of northern FRANCE. Starting ét CANISY CCA pushed
southwést to THSSY~SUR-VIRE while CCB reached CEREFCES., Ferrocious
fighting ana térrible dévastatibn rarkzed these aﬁvances.

On 2 August CCB led an end fun southward through BREICEY
and ST. HITAIRE burning castward through LE TEILLAUL into BARTNTON
while OCA smashed southeasf from VIRE to GER to close the vice-like
jaws.of this double envelopment on the.enemy;_ The wecklong

battle that ragéd helped smash the German drive on AVREANCHES

and in the destruction of the fleeing Seventh and Fifteenth Armies
heading east toward the FALAISE GAP,
Continuing in pursuit of the retreating Nagzi Legions the

‘Division crossed the SEINE on 28-29 August and then swept with six
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colums abréast northeést to BELGUIM.  Second Armored units were
the first Allied troops to cross the Belgian border by advancing |
60 miles iﬁ 36 hours. .

The pursuit slowed dowﬁ for several days along the ALBERT
Canal by é vio1ént défensé put up by the‘Germans. CCB clesned
oﬁt enemy ﬁorées east of the MHUSE River and the sbuthern tip of
HOLLAND, OGA attacked northeast through MAASTRICHT and liberated
many Dutch towns, |

The onslaught of the "Hell-on-Wheels" division finally .
halted on German soil by order of higher headquarters on 20
September near GEILENKIRCHEN, Preparations for the assault of
. the SIZGFRIED Line continued &uring the rémaindér of September.
The attack_staftéd by OCB armor pouring across the WURM‘River on
3 Qctober folldwéd #WQ days later By tﬁe‘cqmmitmént of CG&.‘ A
_slow sjétematic reduction of the pill boxes and fortifications
creéted a penetration in Hitler‘s impregnable "West.Wali"i On'
6 October the 3rd Battalion, 67th Armofed Regiment conducted one
of the most Spectacular ﬁank Qperations of the antiré war while
attacking WAUR;CHEN from UBACH, * After several futile assaults By
its slow moving medium tanks tﬁe battalion launched its swift
but thin-skinned 1ight tanks vhich penetrated the enemy defenses
and whose successes were capitalized by the medium taﬁks.

During the ensuing six weeks the nivisibn held its de-
fensive_séctofveast of the WURM River, Wﬁile,this area Was
comparatively quiet the personnel of the units were busy behind
-their lines planning and rehearsing the tactics to breach the

German fortified belt.
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APPENDIX I—D

COMPOSITION AND DAILY DISPOSITIONS OF MAJOR U'.N’ITS

16 November 19m+

2d Arrﬁd Div (CG: Maj Gen E. N, Harmon). Adv CP: PALENBERG (X854600)
‘ o . S GERMANY*
Main CP: Vic WAUBACE (K811585)

Combat Commend & (CG: Col J. H. Collier).

Force A (CO: Col Ira P, Swift)
66th AR (=) reinf
66th AR (less 1st & 3d Bns, Ren, Sv and Maint Cos)
24 Bn Y1st AIR
1 Plat Co 4 17th Engr Bn
Co A 7024 TD Bn (SP)(1less 1 plat)

 Force B (CO: Col Sydney R, Hinds)
U1st AIR (=) Peinf
Hq & Hq Co, Mlst AIR
1st Bn 66th AR,
24 Bn 119th Inf
2 Plats Co € 70234 TD Bn (SP)
Co D 17th Armd Engr Bn
2 Trps, Sq B, lst BF Yeomanry (Br.)

CCA Control

Hq CCA

33 Bn 406th Inf

Ren Co 66th AR

Artillery:

" 14th Armd TA Bn

65th Armd FA 3Bn
Btry D 195th AAA AW Bn (SP)

Co 4 17th Armd Engr Bn (less 2 Plats)
Co € 702d TD Bn (SP) (less 2 Plats)
Maint Co 66th AR
Co A 48th Armd Med Bn

- CCA held Div front from WAURICHEN (excl) to BEGGEM‘DORF erploy—
ing 3d Bn 406th Inf until the assault forces of CCB passed through
the line.

Combat Command B (C@: Brig Gen I.D. White). CP: PALENBERG ($55599)

- T/F 1 (CO: Col Paul A, Disney)
Hq 67th AR
67th AR (less 3d Bn, Co H, Ren and Maint Cos)
3d Bn Y16t AIR (w/3 flamethromrer creWS, Co B 17th Armd Engr
Bn atchd) -
Co B 17th Armd Engr Bn (less 1 plat)
1 Plat Co B 7024 TD Bn (SP) (direct support)
1 IPW team

T/F 1 crossed line of departure along east edge of BEGGENDORF at 11004;
captured LOVERICH by 13354; captured PUFFENDORF about 153043 reached
high ground north of PUFFENDORF (vic K930615) and consolidated by
1700A, Fwd and rear CPs 67th AR moved to BEGGENDORT,

xii
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*411 locations are in GERMANY wiless otherwise stated.



T/F 2 (CO: Lt Col Harry L. Hillyard)
%4 Bn 67th AR (less 1 med tank co)
1st Bn Y1st.AIR (w/3 flamethrower crews, Co C 17th Armd
Engr Bn atched)

]1 plat Co B 7024 TD Bn (SP) (chrect support)

1 plat Co 2 17th Armd Fner In
T/F 2 attacked at 12454, reached woods on west edge of FLOVERICH
at 13004, and cleared FLOVERICH by 14354; pivoted northeast towards
its second objective, across the IMMENDORF-PUFFENDORF highway;
reached positions about 1000 yds beyond FLOVERICH at 1530A, where
leading elements were halted just northeast of highway by heavy AT
fire from vic of APWEILE&- pos:,tions consolidated,

“'/F X (CO: 1Lt Col James C. Reeves):
2d Bn 406th Inf
Co B 67th AR
1 plat Co C 17th Armd Engr Bn
) 1 plat Co B 7024 TD Bn (SP) ( direct support)
T/F X %Ktacked at 12454 from vic of mmc*—zw' captured IMMENDORF
at 13 , ,

824 Ren 3n (CO0: Lt Col Wheeler &.MERRIAM) CP: BRUNSSUM, HOLLAMD,
824 Ren Bn (—): BRUNSSUM, FOLLAYD, ,
Co A: HEFRLERHEIDE, FOLLAND,
Co By HEERLERHEIDE, RCOLLAMD,
Co C: RUMPEN, HOLL:ND,

17 Novembef 19)4-1’?

2d, Armd Div
Adv CP moved to SE of UBACH; Main CP moved to PALTNBTRG,

Force A, CCA

. Moved from west of BEGGENDORT via BIGGRNDORF and LOVERICH to

' PUFFRNDORF; attacked at 11004 in direction of EDERWN; unabdle to
advancey consolidated its position on the south and southeast edge
of PUFFENDCRF, .

'F/F 1, CCB
‘ Attackecl at O805A towards WBRBDITSW'”’ILEE enery counterattacked

and drove T')'F 1 from high ground north of PUFFINDORF to positions
along south edge of PUFFENDORF at 09084, Defense of PUFFETDORF
organized in con Junction with Force A4, CCA, on the right (southeast
and - south), .
T/F 2, CCB

Yo substantial change in positions.
F/F X 0CB (CO: Col Bernard ¥, Hurless)

IMMENDORE, lst and 3d Bns 406th Inf and Co B 327th Fngr C Bn

attached to T/F X, Col. Bermard F. Hurless (CO, L0Sth Inf) assumed
command, '

xitg



18 November 194

Force B, CC4 mbved to fwd asserdly area SW of BIGGENDORT.
T/F 1, CCB

Supported attack by T/F X, CCB and T/F 2, CCB, on APYEIILIR
commencing at 1400A, Left flank moved up with the attack of T/F
2 to maintain contact about 500 yde:northeasy of FUFFFNDORF, AP-
WEILTR was secured at 18254 and rositions were consolidated,

/7 2, 0CB
T/F 2 supported attack by T/F X on APWNILIR; moved up on right

and contacted T/F X tying in with T/F 1, A complete line was -
orzanized from 500 yards no*?h o* IVNENDORF to APWEILIR to PUFFEN-

DORF., . -
7/F X, 003

Attacked at 1’400& and. captured APVEILTR at 15154; organized
perlmeter defense,

19 Yoverber 194l

Force A, OC&

Attacked southeast fron PUFFANDORF at 15004; pushed forward
800 yards; consolidated at antitank ditch southeast of PUFFENDQRF,
contacting Force B, CCA, across diteh, ‘ ;

Force B, (OB

Moved from fwd assembly area southwest of BEGGHIDART at 10303,
reached objective 13 Detween antitank ditch and DURBOSLAR-PUFFENDORF
Road and consolidated anrxgl 000 yards west of FREIALDENHOVEN,
contacting Force A, CCA at the railroad crossmng on left, and with

.115th In;, 29th Inf Div on right at XK955587,

T/F1, C

Contact point between T/F 1, CCB, and left flank of Force &,
CCA, established at PUFFENDORY. ’ ‘

T/F 2, CCB

No change in positions. Oo G, 66th Armd Regt was detached from
CCR and attached to £CB, and placed under control of T/F 2,

i

m/F X, CCB

APYEIIER. Patrolled during night to vieinity of GEREONSWEILER.
Two troops, Sq B 1st Fife and Forfar Yeomamyy (3r) attached to T/F X,

824 Ren 3n

€24 Ren Bn (~Co B and Co ©) moved from BRUNSSUM, Holland %o
vicinity of UBACH,
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20 November 1944

Force A, CCA -

 Attacked north and northeast at 10004; captured EDEREN at
1730A, consolidated and established contact with CCB on left in
 vicinity of R9Ug625,

Force B, CCA

Reinforcded by Co I, 66AR (detached from Force A, CCA)

Attacked at 1000A, advancing east to & north-south line through
FRETALDENEOVEN and the high ground southeast thereof, consolidated
by 17004 contacting 3d Bn 116th Inf, 29th Div, viecinity of UNGER-
SHAUSIN, ' ‘

T/F 1, CCB

Attacked at 11008 as right prong of three-pronged attack by
CCB, captured Hill 102.6 at 11304, between PUFFENDORF and GEREONS-
WEILER (Force 4, OCA, attacked on right, and T/F 2 and 7/F X,
0CB attacked on left of T/F 1); continued attack and entered south-
east edge of GERFONSWEILER at 12004 as elements of T/F 2 entered
from the west; secured GERIONSWEILER by 14054: and secured high
ground 1000 yds southeast of town by 1500A. Dispositions for
night were as follows: ' : : ;

Left Force, T/F 1, held line between EOW5635 and E9H6632,
Contact with T/F 2, CCB, on left, ' '

, Right Force, T/F'1, held line between K946632 and R9W5625.
Contact with Force A, CCA on right,.

T/F 1 Reserve at east edge of GEREONSVEILER,
Holding Force, T/F 1, on Hill 102.6,
T/¥ 2, CCB

T/F 2 was middle prong of three pronged attack launched by
CCB at 1100A on GEREONSWEILER; T/F X on left; T/F 1 on right., T/F
2 and T/F 1 begen roving through GEREONSWEILER at 12004; and com-
pleted occupation of town at 1405A, Hlerents of T/F 2 continued
to advance northeast and established a road dlock 700 yards from
the town on the main GEREONSWEILER-LINNICE Road. ‘
/7 X, OCB -

Attacked as left prong of CCB, with T/F 1 and T/F A, CCB,
secured GEREONSWEILER at 14054, o

T/F G, CCB (CO: Major Charles J. Girard)

Organized by direction of CG, 24 Armd Div, and placed under
control of CCB; consisted of Ren Co 67th AR, Co A 82d Ren Bn; and
plats of engineers and tank destroyers; occupied line IMMENDORF-
APWEILE‘{, maintaining contact with 84th Inf Div on left,



L 1)

20 Yoverber whn {Cont'a)

g2d Ren Bn -

Co A attached to CCB Force &, acting dismounted filled gap
hetween zwmow and APWEILER in conjunction with Ren Co, 67th AR,

Ca B moved from HEMERH“IDE, FPLIAND to UBACH; later to
SETTERICH: attached to Force B, CCA, - :

Co ¢ moved from BRUNSSUM, WOLLAND to southeast of UBACH,
placed in Division Reserve, :

21 Noverher 19ul

Force &, OCA

Attacked at 090QA, occuple@ high ground east of FDIRWN (Hill

97.6) and as of 20004 held a line from K947625-WDEREHill 97.6
K966615 contacted CCB on 1eft Force B, C0A on right,

 Force B, CCA

24 3n 119th Inf (-), one platoon Co I 66th AR and one troop,
F&F Yeomanry attacked at 09004 and secured high ground south and
west of MERZENHAUSEN, establishing contact with Force A, CCA, on
left, 1t Bn 66th AR one company of 24 Bn 119th Inf and one
platoon Co C, 7024 T/D Bn attacked east from position south of
FREIALDENHOVEN at 11004, reached objective between FRAUNRATH and

MERZENEAUSEN, {(See 824 Ren Bn below.)

/7 1, 0B

lst Bn Ulst ATR relieved from T/F 2, OCB and attached to T/F
1 at O700A. T/F 1 ook over T/F 2 sector (EK9U5635 to K9U3638).
T/F 1 sector now ran from XOU3638 thru K9U5635 to KOU5625: contact
with 7/F X, CCB on left 8nd with Force 4, CCA on right. Attacked
at 11004 and captured high ground aboub 600—700 yards east of
GIREONSWIILER by 14004, The line now ren from K9U66U5 thru K94T7635
to R9U5625, held by 1st Bn Yist AIR (supported by 2d Bn 67th Armd
Regt) and 3d Bn 41 st AIR (supported by T/D Plat) with 1st Bn 67th
AR in reserve at south edge of GE‘PEOWSNEILER. Contacted GCA on
right, H Co rejoined. ’ ’

T/F 2, 0CB
Oontact with lst Bn 4O5th Inf, S4th Div on left.
T/F X, CCB -

Attacked at 10004, objective high ground one mile north of
GERFONSWEILER at K928654: occupied objective at 13304, Repulsed

‘enemy counterattack at 17H5A vicinity XK934658, reinforced by 34

Bn 67th AR and one platoon, 7024 TD :m, from T/F 2,
T/F ¢, CCB
Patrolled from IMMENDORF to GEREONSWEILER.

€2¢ Ren Bn
1st Platoon, Co B, atiached to Force B, CCA, outposted gop be-

“ftween 119th Inf and 116th Inf at E983596.
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22 November 1944

Force A, CCA

' Oo I, 66th AR reverted to Force B, CCA, Maintained defensive
line east of FDERIN, CCB on left and Force B, CCA on right,

Force B, CCA
Attacked MERZENHAUSEN at 0900A; reached town at 161CA,
During night of 22~23 Nov the enemy counterattacked and drove ele-

ments of Force 3 to the southwest edge of MERZENHAUSHI. Contact
with Force 4, CCA on left, :

T/F 1, CC3 |

1st Bn Ylst AIR attached from T/F 2,
T/F 2, CCB

34 3n 67th Armd Regt and platoon of TD's detached from T/F
2 and attached to T/F X, CCB. 1st Bn 41st AIR detached from T/F
2 and attached to T/F 1. '
T/F X, CCB

33 Bn 67th Arrd Regt and platoon of TD's attached from T/F

2. 1st and 3d Bns 335th Inf relieved 1st and 3d Bas 406th Inf,
34 Bn Y06th Inf moved to vicinity ZDEREN preparatory to relieving
24 Bn 41st AIR of Force 4, CCA, 1st Bn UO6th Inf prepared to
relieve 1st and 3d Bns Wlst AIR of T/F 1, CC3, -
T/F G, OCB

Disbandpd.
824, Ren 3n

Co 4°relieved from attachment to CCB, and moved from IMVENDORF
to ALSDORF. Co 3 (1st and 2d Plats) outposted gap between 119th

Inf and 116th Inf. Co C moved from vicinity southeast of UBACH

to vicinity north of ALSDORF, Co D moved from east of UBACH to

.23 November 19‘4’4

- Force 4, CCA

Co T Ylst AIR detached at 09004, Co G, 7024 TD 3n (~2 plats)

~ detached at 12004, 2d 3n 66th Armd Regt, Co & 7024 TD Bn (-1
plat) and Co A 17th Zngr Bn (-1 plat) detached at 12004; attached

CCB, 3d 3n 406th Inf detached at 14004, Force A dissolved at 1400A,
Force 3, CCA o

Limited attack at 08004 to clear MIRZENHAUSHEN: cleared one-half

of town. (o F, 4lst AIR attached at 09004. Co C 702d TD 3n (-2

plats) attached at 12004, TForce B redesignated Ylst AIR (-) Reinf
at 14004, Co C 82d Ren Bn attached Ylst AIR (-) at 17238, Co H

66th AR attached 41st AIR (-) at 20204,
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23 November 1944 (Cont'd)

lst Bn 67th AR moved to assembly area vicinity OIDIWEILIR at 16004
in sector support; 2nd 3n 67th AR, Co 3 17th Engr 3n (-) and
platoon, Co B, 7024 TD Bn remained in support of U06th Inf (-).

3d Bn 67th AR reverted to 67th AR control from T/F X at 17004,
assembled ficinity OIDTWEILER, 1st and 24 Bns Hlst AIR relieved
from attachment to 67th Armd Regt, assembl ed at UBACH and ALSDORF,
respectively.- .

' ~ T/F 1 relieved from sector control by 406th Inf (=) at 23424,

€24 Ren 3n {-)

- 1st Platoon, Co 3, relieved by 3d Platoon, Co 3, on outpost. |

24 November 19Ul

24 Armd Div

v Div Z narrowed to include front line positions east of EDEREN
and FRETALDENHOVEN from Hill 97.6 (exclusive) to MERZENHAUSEN to
K995594 (west of KOSIAR)., Control of former div sector north and
northwest of Hill 97.6 (inclusive) and in vicinity of GEREONSWEILER
. turned over to 1024 Inf Div. Boundaries between 2d Armd Div and
: 1024 Inf Div and between XIX Corps and XIII Corps were adjusted
‘ accordingly. 406th RCT (771st Tank 3n attached) reverted to 102d
Inf Div. 3354h RCT (CO A& &1lth TD 3n and 40th Tk Bn attached)
detached from 2d Armd Div and attached to 1024 Inf Div., Slight N
adjustments were macde in right boundary between 24 Armd Div and 29th
Inf Div., 83d Armd FA 3n relieved from attachment to 24 Armd Div
and attached to XIII Corps at 18004, See T/F 1 changes below,:
CCA now held the entire defensive line in 2d Armd Div sector, Div
- CP moved to K898578, vicinity of BAESWEILIR.

T/F 1, CCB

During morning Plat Co B 7024 7D 3n and Co B (~) 17th Engr Bn
were withdrawn from the line and relieved from attachment to 67th
Armd Regt, 2& 3n 67th Armd Regt was relieved by 77lst Tank Bn ’
and was withdrawn at 12434, At 12504 the 67th Armd Regt was re—
leased from sector support. The final dispositions this date of
the 67th Armd Regt, in the vieinity of OIDTWEILER, follow:

Command Posts

Regtl HJ and Hq Co k909561
1st Bn K900KR”3
24 Bn : k911561
38 Bn X907567
Ren Co . 913563
Maint Co - - K912563

. Service Co ‘ ; k912564
' bist ATR (-—).P.c*lnf
| Occupied position vie MERZENHAUSEN, with following units: 824
Ben 3n (~Co D)3 Ren Co 66th AR; Co D, 17th Armd Fngr Bn, Co E,
119%th Inf and one plat Co C, 7024 TD Bn.
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ol Noverber 1944 (Cont'd)
824 Ren'3n

Go C moved from vicinity ALDSDORF to FRETAIDENHOVEN and was
attached to 1st Bn 66th Armd Regt. Part of company outposted line.

25 Novenmber 19&1;.

"U1st AIR (=) Reinf

1st 3n 119th Inf (30th Inf Div) attached to 2d Armd Div. and
further attached to CC4 under control of Yist AIR (- ) Reinforced
and moved to vie FRETALDENHOVIN,

&2d4 Ren Bn

Co A moved from ALDSDORF to FREIALDINHOVEN, and into line
about 1000 yds northeast of FREIALDENEOVEN, 2d Plat Co C with two
sections of 3d Plat Co C outposted Kill 101 soutwest of MERZEN-
BEAUSEN, 1st Platoon and two sections of 3d platoon in reserve
east of DURBOSIAR. ,

26 November 19H4

U41st ATR (~) Réinf -

34 3n 66th Armd Regh and elements 824 Ren Bu detached from
U1st AIR (-), 34 Bn H1st AIR moved to *”orward assembly area
vicinity ?RKUENRATH at EQOQA ' :

824 Reén 3Bn

1st Platoon, Co B, relieved 2d platoon at 1100, %st and 3d
secured MERZENHAUSEN-ZOSILAR Road as 11ne of departure from
attack on hill just west of KOSLAR, Co C 1lst and 3d
Platoons moved from Hill 101 and dug in along the MERZENHAUSIEN-
KOSLAR highway between 119th Inf on left and Co 3 824 ch 3n on
right.

27 November 194l

ocA

‘ GGA attacked in three columns fron v:chu’cy MIERZENHAUSEN at
07154, 34 3n 4ist AIR attacked on right; 2d Bn 119th Inf (Co I
66th AR atchd) in center; and Ist Bn 119th Inf on left. 1st 3n
119th Inf Regt with Co & 66th AR (=) and one plat Co ¢ 7024 TD 3n

»captureél Hill 100,3 at 1500-“& MIRZEINHAUSEN was cleared by 24 Bn

¥, Inf at 18004,

k

Vicinity OIDIVEILER.
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27 November 194! (Cont'd) -

823 Ben In

Co 3 moved forward to line from K99959% to K997597. Co C
(1ess 34 Plat) moved to high ground just north of XOSIAR and re—

"~ lieved Co H 66th AR,  3d Plat Co C attached to Co H 66th AR

captured Obj 7 east of MERZENHAUSEN.

28 November 1944

CCA

Attacked in three columns at 12004 to seize DARMEN and cut the
SARMEN-KOSLAR Road. Occupied 3ARMEN at 15304, 82d Ren 2n cut
ZARMEN-KOSLAR Road and the railroad parallel to the road and con—

"tacted 29th Inf Div elements in KOSIAR.

29 November 1944

CCA

Eeld line FLOSSDORF (excl)-BARME™-KOSLAR., At 1700A 1st Bn Uist
AIR (reinf) reld Wist ATR (-) Reinf, 24 Bn 119th Inf Regt reld
from attachment to CCA, reverted to parent unit, and moved to 30th
Inf Div sector, Ulst AIR (~) assembled in vicinity of NORDSTZRN,
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APPINDIX IT
GERMAN GENTRAL'S COMMANTS
by

General der Panzertruppen Heinrich Freiherr von Iuettwitz
G of the h?.?z, Corps in the Rhineland from 23 Oct to 5 Dec 1944

(Translated by Christensen at Allendorf? Germany, 11 Jan 1947)

Qur own attack was suspended, on the 1 Nov 19Uk the‘corps wa.s with-

¢rawn to its line of departure, and agsin transferred to the area around
"KREFELD, where it‘was assembled on the 3 Nov 19Uk, Here, and in the area
of VUTNCHEN-GLATBACE 1t was trained until the 16 Yov 1944,

Considering the overall situation ﬁe expecte@.enemy attacks in the
néar‘futﬁre. Based on observations of eneny movements in front of the sector
of the 12, 88 Pz Corps and on statements mde by PWs, we had a rather clear
picture of the situation ofjﬁhe enemy, 'This & de us expect an extension of
the enemy attacks, the point of gravity of which was supposed;to‘beAsouth of
the 12, §S Corps in the ares of AACHI, and the attacks were also expected
on fhe sector of the 12. §S Corps. In consequence of this estimate we
transfefred the corps and the subordinated divisions to the area of MUTNCHEN-
GLADBACH Et the beginniné of the second week of November. Reconnaissance,

'aiming‘at a committment of the cofps, was carried out in the sectors of the
12 85 Corps and the &1, Army qups. The command post of the corps was
IOCated‘at ANRATH, On the cccasion of a map exerciée, oﬁ the 3 YNov, arranged‘
by Gen d. Pz von Manteuffel, the problem was discussed whether itiwould be
up to thé*point'to transfer elements of the Pz divisions to the wesfefn
bank of the ROER before the énemy attack, It ié true that there they would
be within the range sf the enemy artillery, but, on the other hand, here it
would be}possiplg Lo sen& them in at once or nove them without being obliged
to use the bridges across'the ROER.V We had.to reckon with very'heavy air-

. raids on these hrié;ges. The main body of the divisions remaineé.'in the area of

MUTNCHEN-GLADBACH, 4nticipating an'enemy attack one kampfgruppe of the

[



9 Pz Div was transférred to the‘western bank of.the ROER and moved forward
vto the area of LIHFICH‘during the.first half of November,

The enemy attack started onm the 16 Nov 194Y. During the afternoon
of thiS day the corps received the order that it nad been subordinated
(placed tnder commaﬁd of) to the 12 SS Corps together with the 9. Pz Divi-
sion, The 15. Pz Gren Div remained in its position as Army Group reserve
for the time being. About 20,00 hrs. the stoff of the corps arrived by the
12 88 Corps at YEINRATH, and found the situationto bekthe‘following:' Thé
enemy had taken II"LT"’NDOPF and. FLOVFER;ICH, ‘f ight was going on for the pos—
session of PUFFANDORF,and the kampfgrupﬁe of the 9. Pz Div on the.western
bank of the ROER had already been sent in there. By the 12, SS Gorps-the
9. Pz‘Diﬁ was ordered to recapture PUFFENDORF and prevent the enhemy from
further penetration, |
| From the 16 Nov = 1 Dec there was violent fighting for the possession
of every imech of ground. The clayey ground Was>very sticky owing to con-
tinuai rain; even armored trackwlaying Vehicles were almoest unable to move,
and this saused the attacker considerable difficulties. For the defenders ]
the sitvatinn was the §ame, but the effect of the difficulties was much more
unfavorable for the attéckeré.;,.Ffom BEICK I myself have seen with which
difficﬁlty the American infantry again and again triéd to carry on the attzek
through the sticky terrain. The Artillery fire of all our guﬁs (two Volks
Artillery Corps and four divisions), which wa.g directed'by the corps, caused
heavy losses. Only.owing to the decreasing Stfength of our infantry the
enemy gained slovly ground.

From the 23 Nov -~ 28 Nov there were no large engagemenﬁs, Both
sides regfoupad their forces. |

From the 29 Nov ~ 1 Dec there was fighting for the possession of
LINNICH., LINVICE was finally lost on the 2 Dec and with this the engage—

ments along the ROER stopped for the time being.
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Details
17 November
Large enemy attacks did not ﬁake place. Tanks of the 9. Pz Div,

still at the northern outskirts of PUFFENDORF,were pushed out of the village.

‘During the evening of the 17 the main'boéy of the 9. Pz Div took position

- along the line: PRUMMERN - PUFFENDORF, where only weak portions of the

183. Volks Gren Div still offered résistance,' During the &ayé following,
these portions were subordinated to the 9 Pz Div, Durin’gv’ohe day, the 15,
Pz Gren Div was subordinated to the Corps during the night of the 17 they
were ordered to move to the area LINDIRN —~ DRTMMEN — HIMYERICH. |
| 18 Novenber

At 07.00 hrs. the enemy attack_in the general direction of PRUMERN
began.’»Very strong shelling of PRUMMARN, at noon, made us recognizge that
a direct attack on this Village was imminent. TFighting took place at

PRUMMERN at 15.00 hrs., A4t about this time the elevated terrain west of

PRUMMERY was lost. PRUMMIRY, the most imyortant strong point, had %o be

cleaned from enemy forces. Counterattacks launched by one kampfgruppé of the

15, Pz Gr Div from WURM on PRUMUERY and by one kampfgiuppe of the 9. Pz

Div from GEREONSWEITER or PRUMI'ERN were ordered to toke place during the
night. We succeedcd in recapturing a part of PRUMMERN, but we were not

able tc clean itv compietely from enemy forces. At GRILENKIRCH-N the Germen
front now protruded considerably. Would the enemy continueihig attack
exclusively through PRﬂMVERN? If this would be the case his left flank"woﬁld
hecome longer and longer and ﬁofe and more jeopardizéd. Thus we had to
reckon with an atfack on the protruding front at GRILENKIRCHEN in the near
future.v Consequeﬁtly thé bulk of the 15. Pz Gren Div reﬁained in the area
DRTMEEI\F-HIMEEMGH. On the 18 the U3, British Div had attacked, and had

gained ground in the direction of TRIPSRATH. Thereby the protruding front

at GEILENKIRCHEN was still more Jeopardized. Since early in the morning
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of the 17 the comnqaﬁd post of tl";e corps had been situated at HUVCKELHOVEN
APWTILTR was lost on the 18.. |
% s a * * » * o *
.v : ; 20 Novemb er
Attacks took*piaCe allong tlie entire front and spread to the areas
of Gié:zowswmm, SDTREY, and PRUAIDAVHOVEN. A1l forces of the corps were
ihrown in, ‘The Army ‘demandé that no grour;ld be lost, not under any circum—
stances., A retrest by sectors behiné. the ROER would have saved many lives,
and would have made it possible to establish a strong é.efe‘née on the opposite
bank of the river. Neither the troops nor the 1é&dershii: knew at this
time fhat an advance on MAASTRICHT was intended to i:ake place from the
bridgehead at ROERIOND in comnection with the offensive in the ARDENIES,
;”Jhereforé the iméonditional demand that mo ground be given up. The infantryv
forces were too weak for ﬁhe broad sector of the corps. i'l"iger Abteilung |
‘, \'50,“( .situated. a;«ong the line LIWDTRN-EILL 95 was sent in along. the road
GEREONSWEILM~L11@?ICH. The Tiger tanks were dug into the earth and in-
flicted heavy losses Upon the inmeriéan tanks, especially those of the 2nd
Americ/an Armored Divisior. In the eveniﬁg,v GEREQETSifIEILFR and FDIREN were
c/:apt‘ure'd by t‘hé enemy; our left neighbor lost FREITALDENHOVEN,
21 - 23 November |
During these d.‘a;:r:e further attacks took place aleng the sntire front.
The fighting for the possession of BEXCK was extremely stubborn, All
attacks were repelled, the line TRIPSRATH ~ MULLFENDORF - BEWCK - HILL 95
(1 km northeast of GERECHSWEILER) - WELZ was held until the 29 Nov when new
| ‘attacks bezan, leadiﬁg tq the loss of LINDEZRN. On the 22 Nov the first
elements of the 10 S§ Pé Div arrived. The 9. Pz Div, which was badly
mauled, defended 1tself in the sector: Railroad - BETK - the r0sd fork
- /00 m east of BESCK. During the following days tfle 10, SS Pz Div was sent

‘ in from this point and as far as 400 m emst of EDEREN.... -
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Dstimate of the situation on the evening of the 25 Wov 19Uk,

¥

On the 25 Wov Lt. Col. Graf Bernstorff took over the activities

of the § of S of the'uT. Pz Corps because the formerfc of S Col Xleinschmit
had béen wounded. The situntion was as follows: |

1. Tt was the nmission of the corps ﬂo;keepgihe main line of
resiétanCe, which had existed since the 23 November and not give up one .
inch of ground west of the ROER..  The order ﬁaé given in this form becagse
an attaék was planned from the area south of YEINIBIRG iﬁ the direction of
southwest, This had to take place within the frdmework of the offensive
in the ARDENNES, but curing the deiensive co@baﬁ the éorpé did not know
anything about these intentions, as they weré\kept'secret. Not knowing
about the plan, the corps considered it itsbmain task to prevent the enemy
from gaininé a firm footing on the eastern bank of the ROER_and thus obtain
Jump~off positions for further attécks on the RHINE, Further it was of
importance to 1§Se as few men and as small an amount of material as possible -
particularly uo artillery on the western bank of the ROER. As great amounts
of material were used on all fronts, we could not reckon with amp1e~shpp1ie§
for our engegements between the‘ROER and the REIVE,

2. We recognized éhe 43, (British) Infantry Division in thevnorﬁhern
sector, the 84, (American) Infantry Diviéion in the central sector, and
elements of the 2. {American) Armored’bivision in the southern sector. The
enemy had attacked since the 18 November, he broke through our own positions
between GEILFNKIRCHIAN and GEIRRCNSWEILTR, but was stopped‘by our new positions,

~which were reinforced by the 9. Pz Div and the 15. Pz Gren Division. The

‘positions were situated along the line: TRIPSRATH - hard south of MURLL 3NDORF —

south of BEECK - northeast of GIRTONSWEIILIR ~xthe‘southern outskirt of WXELZ,
During these days the eneny suffered Very‘heavy losses, and on the 23 Nov

the attacks ceased temporarily.
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In‘the sector'of 5ﬁr ﬁorfhern neighbor (the 176; Volké‘Gren Div)\
‘no attacks of importance took’place,and since the 23 Nov our southern
,neighbor (the 31. Army Corps) had only had local engagements.

Movements in the area south of BENCK and‘the southwest of
GERFONSWEILIR reconnaissance thrust (partly sU@por&ed by tanks) on WURM,
‘BEECK,MLINDEEN,énd LINWICH, increased air activitj}over Ehe ROER bridges
and the area of ERKELEHZ indicated that the enemy’had only temporarily
suspended his.attacks, aining at the captﬁre of the western bank‘of-the
ROFR, and that he intended %o resﬁme them after having reorganized his
troops. JFor this purpose he had fo establish bridgeheads on the eastern
banﬁ'bf the river — if possible with undamaged bridges across the ROEQ.

The bridges at LINNICH wereieSpeCially suited for this. .(Some 60 tons
bridges were situated in the sector of the corps).

b'Wé knew that the T.I(American) Armored Division and the British
Armqred;DivisiOn of the Guards opﬁosed the sectof of the c¢orps, we had,
therefore, to reckon with their commitment west of the ROZR, in case the
attack with other available forces did not fesult in a success.

Oﬁ the other hand we did not know of‘the iOE.'(American)‘Infantry
'Division, and its presence aﬁ LINFICH was a surprise. |
3. The corps séctor of defense comsisted of flét, arable land with
differencé of level of a few meters, it had numerous exqellent roads and
was traversed tyRumerous ditchés along which grew long rows of trées, and
spread over the terrain were large villages with stone houses, & chain of
hills was the key point of the position, it ran from BIICK throﬁgh LINDERN |
about 500 m s@uthwést'of the road LINDMRN - LINNICH; The possession of this
chain of hills was of decisive importance for the enemy because from there
he had & free view into the ROTR valley and thus he could survey his own
hinterland as far as the ROFR. The enemy‘reéognized this; and ffom’the
29 Yov his main attacks in the nOrthern‘sector of the éofps aimed at the

capture of this chain of hills,
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Rain 1astingvfor weeks had turned the clayey gxound into & swamp,
‘and the activities of tanks and métor driven vehicles was completely Te-
stricted to the roads.

. The 6pen terrain and its muddy condition, which was caused by the
rain, only offered the attacker bad passibilifies for_protection and limited
the use of his tanks and combat cars. On the other hand the terrain favored
the observation for the defenders, at ledst as long as they had the elevated
terrain between BEICK ~ LINDERYN - LINUICE in.their hands, the nﬁmerous
villages with their stone walls and cellars gave them fine possibilities
for defeﬁse, the intermediate tefrain was to some extent fortified (bunkers),
and reinforced with field fortifications, and the muddy ferrain offered at
many points a certain Security-against mechanized attack, “The terrain thus
offered many possibilities for the defense.

4, The Roer and the bridges across sane.

.v | . The ROZR was 10 to 15 m borad and 1.50 to 2 m deep; owing to rain
the current had been rather violent for weeks, the meadows as far away
as 500 m from the river—bed Wefe inundated. ConSequently'a crossing was
only possidle by the bridges, and a'building of bridges could only be done
in conﬁectimn with the existing crossing sites.

The following bridges were available

1) one wooden bridge at HILFARTH,

2) one wooden bridge at BRACHTLIN,

3) one railrcad bridge at BRACEELTY (the bridge waé ﬁot planked
and could only be used by pedestrians)
| ) éne foot-bridge at KORRINZIG,

5) two stone bridges east and rortheast of LINFICE

(the only bridge strong enough for our type "VI" tanks),
| 6) one foot-bridge hard east of ROTRDORF . - |
‘l’ , ;
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One of the chief éoncerns of the corps,ﬁere'these bridges. On
one hand they had to be kept in repair in order to maintain the necessary-
communication with the front;»and to make a withdrawal of the artillery»and'
other motorized or horse—drawn elements possibie, on the other hand it had
‘éo be possible to demolish the bridgeS'ét once in case the enemy surprising~
ly feached the bridges. The corps endeavbred to‘construct addiﬁional foot—
bfidges in order to prevent traffic jams at the mosf westernly bridges, in
case the enemy shou;d'achieveva speed penetration, but owing to lack of
material this was not possiblé. |

Bridge.commanders were in cﬁarge of the bridges. 'They were respon-
sivle for trafficcreguiations and tﬁe preparations for demolition of the
bridges when orders cémé ffohthe divisinns, iﬁ chargé of the sector. In‘
additiop the_bridges were occuplied by security troops ué to‘the strength
of one rifle souwad. All our engineer battalions wefe used as infantry, and
consequently we did not have the platoon or company available which were
prescribed for the nccupation of bridges, likewise we had no antitank
weapons évmilable for the securing of the biidges.: The bridge commanders
were reguested to cooperété with the heavy antiaircraft batteries emplaced.
in the neighborhqod, which recbnnbitered the possibilities for antitank
défehsa at the bridge. |

| Despite the fact tha the antiaircraft defense at the bridges seemed

to be inadequateabconéidering-the numercus objectives in the sector of fhe
' corps, the eﬁemy did not once succeed in destroying or even'ﬂxarﬁing one
bridge by borb hit. |

The wooden bridge at BRACHELEN wasrdestroyed by spontaneous com—
bustion in the night of the 29 bec (2 shell hit an igniting charge). The
other bridges were Gestmwyed according to plan when we retired across ths

ROER, the enemy failed to thrust energetically on one of the bridges,
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5. Q;def of battle of the‘corps on the‘evening of the 25 Nov

uondltlon of the divisions: ‘

a. The 15. Pz Gren 31v1sion.

fheleM. and 115, Pz Gren Regiments had each three weak battalions
(with 100 to 200 men). In addition in the northern sector, being the most
GLlet one, one wealk alarm. batt llon of the 183 Volks Gren Div. all hat~
talions were very badly equlpped with machlne guns (2 to 4 1ight machine'
guns to each compan y) |

The 115 Pz Battalion had about ten *>nks of the type "IV long
ready for action.

The Pz artillery regiment was up to autﬁorized strength, (two
llbbt and one heavy battﬂli,h) |

The engineer battalion: two weak companies, partly used as in-
fantry, partly used for the 1ajing of mines in the area round WORM,

De3p1te very heavy eﬁgﬁlements the a1v1s1om was still it for use
in emergency cases. On the 23 Yov the withdrawal of the 9 Pz Div and _
remmants of the 183; Volks Gren Div, began which menat that-the»front line
cnuid only be thinly occupied. The div had only a very weal reserve
battalion avel lable. B E

b, The 9. Pz Div, badly mauled, was being withdrawn and assembled

i the area north of HEINSBERG. . ol

The Pé‘Gren Regiments and all elements aval 1able for usé as infantry
 (éhg1neerq, alarm unlts) were hut together in two ;ampfgrupﬁén of 100 %o
200 men and suboreinatea to the 15 Pz Gren DlV Taind the 10, SS Pz Div.

The Pz regiment had 3 to S'tanks of types "V and "IV long" realy

for action, they were suhordinated to the infantry kampfpruppen.

The Pz artillery regiment (two light and one heavy battalion) were

subordinated to the ARKO U7 in positions around BRACHELIN,



c.  The 10 SSIPQ Div af'first oply'arrived With one Pz Gren Regimeﬂtv
and one Pz Gren Battalion {in total three battalions of 200 to 250 fen)
and one light artilleryvbattalion.’ A1l other elements were still onrtheir

. way from HOLLAND. The 506, Pz Battalion with a.boﬁt 6 .to- 8 tanks type "vI
Tiger" wag subordinated.

d. The‘ARKO 47 nad one Volksartillery Corps {I do not know the
nurber) and one Volks — Werfer — Brigade in positions in the area HILF4RTE ~
EIMMERICH - EONSDORF ~ BRACHALEN. 4n adecuate amount of ammunition was

~available. Reéaested to cooperate with ARKO 47 were‘the.following units:

The 115'. Pz artillery Regziment (ahout 17 1light and 10 heavy guns).

The 9. Pz Aftillery Regiment (about 10 light and 6 heavy guns).

‘The 2. Battalion of the 10. §S Pz irtillery Regiment (about 10
light gmsL | |

In total 65 light ané 29 heavy guns (the Volks~Werfer4Brigade not

. kint:lucle&). Together with the artillery of the neighﬁors ahout 130 to 150
| guns covered the front of theAcorps.

Considering the material superiority of the enemy (air force, artil-

~lery ammuaition, tanks) the troons had fought excellently in the engagements
from the 18 - 23 Nov and prevented the enemy thrust on the ROFR. Our éwn
losses were'very @eavy. ,The continuous rain, the impossibility of feeding'_

,ithe troomns regularly:during the pitch dark nights, thé long service in tﬁe
positions without prospect of being relieved preyed on the sﬁrength of the Pz
Grenadiers aﬁd the infan£ry men. Pale and hollow—eyeéd, sick and dreﬁched
through, unshaved and unwashed for days, facing an enery who had abundant
supnlies, tﬁese men.fulfilled their duty to the utmost. as was the case
on all fronts: the leaders had also here to ask themselves hbw‘long the
ﬁroops‘wnuld»be ahle to meet these reéuirements. For the time being they
defeﬁéed themselves, but they were no longer able to launch counteraftacks

‘ because there was <no inner connection betWeen the Lmits’which wefe cénstantly

replenished; and the company, platoon, and souad leaders, who were constantly
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replaced, were unable to /plan and carry oub attacks >s‘ys*;ematica11;‘r.‘ Very
seldom coﬁntérattacks carried any'sﬁCCess,-and Whereithey-succeededvthis was
only due.tovthe élement of surprise. N - | , ' '
"I’ . * | ® . >‘ * ‘v * *
Details
25 Noverber
® n .k ' * - ‘ Cox * ok
Field Mayéhal Model, the Commandér~in~0hiefrof Heeresgruppe "B"
visited fhe command, post of the Corps, The following items were discussed:
| a, The task, Which was to 501& the possessions of the momentéry-
main line Of_resistance. LIN“ICH must be kept under any clrcumstances.

v The freshening up and training of the 9. and the 116, Pz
Division,‘which wefe assigned for this purpose, had to ﬁake place as soon
as possible;' |
| 'I"* % * * ' * , * *

28 Nbveﬁbér. l :

The enemy reconnaissancé activity was carried out to the samév
extent as'during the preceding days. 4t noon; when the weather temporarily
changed to the better,vthere were several air~iaids}against the‘bridgesvét
HIEFARTH and LINVICH, But fhey were unsuccessful. The Chief of'Staff‘visited
the command post of the 5. Panzar Arny at liNDERSGHIEm for a prellnlnary dlsw
.cuss;on'of the offensive in the ARDENIES.

29 Ebvember

* % o | * A * * * =

On the.29 November in the evening the corps had the follbwihg
picture c;fﬂbhe o tuation:

1. The corps las the task of recabturing LINVDERN in a counter—
attack and of reesfabllshlng the fnrmer main line of resistance. This task

' ‘ nece331tates ’c.he commitment of all available Teserves and a very high
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consumption oﬁ artiller&!ammunition., |

2. In ﬁhe éector of the corps and that ofvits left heighbor the
‘enemy‘started.hisd.ecisive attack with the nﬁrncse of capturing the ROER
k»Sector'during the 29 Nov. The 30 Brltlsh Cﬁrps, opposing the horthern
sactor of the corps and that of its rleht nelghbor, did not take part 1n
these attacks, By statements given bv'PWs and by radio reconnaissance we
ascertained the presence of the 8&, American Infantry Division, pDOSin
our line. Eﬁrthér, we supposed that.the 2, Américan Armored Division
opposed  the soutﬁern sector and that of our left neighbor, although our
radio reconnaissance indicated the presence of oﬁe other combined—-arms dnits.
. o * o - w * . *

30 ¥ovember

B % : o SR * : * - *

WEEZ, in the sector of our left neighbor, is lost. Goﬁnterattacks*
w1tb the purpose of recaptur1ng the village fall.

At 19 00 hrs tbe 9. Pz Div, suprorted by its artlllery, 1aunched
a ccunterattack on LIBDEEN. (The Artillery Commander ey was requested.
to cooperéte with the 9. Pz Di&.for this éttack). fA feﬁ assauit detach—
ments sucéeedeé in peﬁetrating inﬁo the'village‘during the night but they’
‘were unable to hold on as the enemy attacked fhem at once with tanks and
strong infantry forceé; | |
# A * *. ok * * *

During the night tﬁe corﬁs was ordered to take over_ﬁhé command of
all:élements still engaged’east of the ROZR. Until then they had been
under tﬁe command of thé 81, Army~Corps, our left neighhbor, These troops
: included one weak battalion at ROZRDORF and one englneer .company at |
FLOSDORF, they were not subordinated +to the 10, 8S Pz Div. The 10, 58 Pz
Div was ordered f5 reinforce them with tanks of the 506. Pz'Bdttalion and

with artillery,
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Thekforces sent in south ofiLINFICH have only one foot~5ridge
east of ROTRDORT at their cisposal for fhelr commmnication across the ROTR;
there was also a ligebbf c6mmunisation through LiNﬁIGH, but they could no
longer use it because thelenemy-was in ﬁhe immédiate’ neighbo rhood. 'Theré
was therefore a danger that after the fall of LINVICH these elements might
Ye out off and 1bse.their communicétion to the eastern bank of the ROTR.
The corps tbbﬁght‘it desirable to'buila a second foot-bridge at FLOSSDORT.
Measures were prepared, but it tock too long %o produre‘and bring up the
materiadl, and consequentily nothing coulé e Qoné. fowing to this; these
elements were ﬁut in a very difficult posifioﬂ on the 2 Dec, and they

were almost completely amnihilated.
* i * * % x % *
L]

/S/ Heinrich Freiherr von Luettwitz

—



APPENDIX III
THE AIR PRIPARATION |

:The air préparation fbr'thé RDER_Ri#e: OffensiVe’was'thé
largest scale close support effort ever flown by the Allied Air
Yorces.. Shorbly before noon on 16 November the Bighth Air Foros,
with 120& heavy bomberé eScorted‘ﬁy MSS'fightér bombefs, droppedv
3679 tons of bombs in tne ESCFWEILER area,  The Rbyal Air Force
Bomber Gommand with 1188 four englne Lancasters dr0pped 5640 tons
_on thelr targets, chiefly on DUREH and JULICH. Medlum bombers of
the IX Bombardment Division (British) executed heavy attacks on
LINNICH‘lg‘the Ninth Army zone, and on other towns in the First
~Army zone;2 Practi&aily all towns in the iﬁmediate front of fhe

3

2nd Armored Division were hit during this air operation,

Coz} 'b:pol }Measu_re s

?6 insure accuraté’bombing, and tb feducé the possibility
of bombs being érgpped on friendly tf00ps,'elaboraxe"GOntrolrmeaéi
ures were devised, The plan execubed with 6ntstanding success
‘consisted of a number of safety devices;

The first contral‘meagure was the establishment of a line

of approach on. the ground for the bombers. This line consisted

. of white panel markers (36! x 7!) placed parallel to the Army

boundaries and leading to the target area,

- Thejsecond measure was groups of nine vehicular red
»or &éllowfflﬁnrescent panels placed so as to mark the front
lines as shown #n’ the sketch on the next page. '

Fnr the th1rd element of the control plan eleven captlve
\ba1100ns established 2 line in the air. These balloons were
‘attached to Afmy from the RAT, They were flown at 2000 feet
éltifﬁée apprqximately-uooo yards behind the front‘lines, astride

ahd'perpeﬁdiqglar’to the direction of approach of the bombing planes.
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The«fouﬂb.cbntr011measure established a line of»redvAA
shell Bursts, by 4 batteries of 90mm AA gung, on the same line as
the 'ballooﬁs. ‘Bight of these shells,i adjusted so that they exploded
about 2000 feet below the bombers, burst efrery 15' secondé. Coordin-
ation, by radio, between IX Tactical Air Force and Headquarters
109th Yy Group controlled the A4 fire.

In addition to the above, a thin ve:tical radio beam
marked ’t‘hev bomﬁ re;iease line, crews opened bomb bays over the

English Channel to scuttle any loose bonbs and bomb racks remained
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locked during the passage over our front lines,

Artillery, in both the First and Winth Armles, fired on
known and suspected flak gun tecatlons &urlng the air strike.
Thzs neutrallzation of Ad - puns by the artlllery undoubtedly greatly
reduced the sircraft casualties.

Tt was gratifying that no casualties €b>friend1y troopé
voccurned during this great air Suppoxt mission., Proper selection '
of targets and‘the safety-precautions taken to prevent casualty

producing incidents were completely effective.

Results of the Bombing

Although it was never possible to accurately asééss the
results of the heavy bombing effort preceding the attack, subsequent
investigations and‘intelligence répofts indicated that considerabie
damage;~paftioularly_to communications, was iﬁflicted and that ﬁhe‘
psychological effect upon enemyApefsonnél was probably greater than
expected, Enemy personnel casualties probably fell short of ex- |
pectations. The explanation for this is found in the disposition
of enemy troops, These troops were dispersed in the oPen'country,
surrounding the towns rather than in the towns themselves. A NCo
prlsoner of war from an 1nfantry division reported/that hlS men
conpletely 1gnored all orders &uring the attack and were in a dazed
_ condition for hs minutes after the bombing. Gommni¢ations, par—
ticuiarly telephonic, were interfered with as far back as division
headquarters and the slow reaction of the enemy in moving his re~

serves was due, in part, to the effect of,the'bombing.5

NOTES FOR APPENDIX IIT
Yoonquer, The Story of the Ninth U.S. Army, p. .

Flrst United States Army, Report of Operations 1lst August
194l to 22 February 1945, p, 73f.

zAfter Action Report Ed Armored Division, Nbvember 19Mh

hbp. Cit., Conquer, p. 88




APPEIDIX IV-A

‘mv OF TEE TERRAIN AND wmrml

2 GETEEAT BESCRIPTIGI\T OoF THE AREA,

t’f_-or mather conc’utions-—-—Throubhout the perlod the

'bem«arature vfa 1.es from an average minimum of )-l-l F. to an average
naximwﬁ of 11'6 F. g Average preclpltatlon in this area in November is

2 25 1nc:hes. r‘eaipﬁation poccurs, on the average, 16 6ays during

D IS Ap}j-'enﬁi'x IV-B)

‘Relief and drainage., Two major streams drain the -

iver on the west and the ROER River on i:he"eais'b;;.

WS n@i"bli—-east and the ROMR flows north-west. The

hv:'rjivex*s are wide and meandei'i'ng with steep ‘clifi‘s‘_fﬁ

‘in meny places, Many tributaries of these two

'“éarea! generally perpendicular to the line of fié;w of

The 'J‘uﬁM and its tributaries are narrow (16-33 feet
vré’. 'bo’o toms, foréa‘kﬂ e (25 to 5 feet deep) in mos{‘.
comersdy ‘the ROZER and some Qf its ’crlbutarles a.re

@he :en;:uxje RCJER \fr;al‘l‘eycan be flooded ‘by the dos- B -

}@“l‘é‘i‘gef dams"app;:a,ximtely twenty miles upst,r'eam .

'I’he varea 1s gently rollmg, varying in height from 1Jr60 feet

'm the seu _,west-.po%ion to, 210 feet in the north~east. There is

a-nd-"ghei f’a;j‘or tr:i“bu‘aaries., Some of these valleys ha.ve very

'gs, drapfping almost vertlcally for 100 feet, These

/steep banlfs are espec:.ally true. of the ROER valley, Certain




portions of the area could bé Considered almost'flat, thevterrain
- varying very little'iﬁ.élévatidn for over 1000 yards. |
(2) Vegetation~~The forested areas consist mostly of‘k
small wooded lots and ldng rows of trees bordering the numerous
ditéhes. These .ditches are generally perpendicular to the roads.
Most of the towns have wooded areas surroudfing them, The breeé
vary in sizé, none of vhich can be considered an obstacle to
armoi. The remalnder of the countrys1de is devoted to agrlculture.
(3) Surface Materialsw~The surface of the soil is
clay which is satisfactory fqr tanks under optimum condi tions of
~weather. 1In certain“parts’of’the area the soil is not able to
support tanks &uring périods when there ls average or more preci-
pitation¢ Armored movementAiS'reétricted to the roads during
periods when the ‘¥ainfall is above average.
(%) Cultural Featuresw-Many mall rural villages
(1000 to 2000 xopulatlon) dot the area. The ﬂ;stance between these
‘V111ages is, on the average, 2000 yardsq : A comparatively good
road net is aVﬁll&bleg The hetter roads are the ones running fram
nqrthrwest to south-cast from IMMENDORF_to DURBOSIAR and north—east
'to-soufhwr»evst from LINNICE bo SEITTRICE, There are other secondary
r§ads‘capab1evto two—way traffic, A small ani mine is located
east of BIGGENDORF., 3Iridges cross ﬁhé'ROEB River~at LINNICH,
BURDORF, and FLOSSDORF. A railroad crosses fhe areavfrom‘west to
east, IMMADORE to BARMEN and kosu«.ﬁ. A spur of this railrad
runs south from PUFFENDORF to SETTERICE. (See Appendix IV-3,)

3, MILITARY ASPRCTS OF THE ARWA,

a, griticalvTerrain Features.
(1) PUFWEMDORF-A critical communications Gentér. This .

: town is looated at the junction of the major roads in the area,
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| (2) E’igh grqvndwes’c of ROER@?ermits unit to control
crossmgs of the r1Ver. |
(3) Ei11 aren north and east of GEREONSWEILER-—-conmls
approaches to LINNICH and ROER River an.d,the terrain to the north,

%) A1l the towns throughout the area——The towns control

‘the road net, They are natural strong points byvvirtﬁe of the con-

struc’cion of the houses, namely, the stone walls and c.ellars. .

b, Observation and Ficlds of Flre-w(See Appendlx IV-3)

(1) O‘bservation. Generally favors the a’cta.cking forces

or the forces moving to the east. There are certain valleys.ar;&

‘draws in which the enemy can operate unobserved, namely, the ROER

valley and the valley through the towns of WELZ and MERZEVHAUSH.

(2) Tields of Fire, This is an agricultural area and

: as suc,h has excellent f:.el.ks of fire. ~In the toms the fie‘lds.of»

fire are limited by the houses and wood ed, areas.

o g@ﬁglg_s_”ﬁ tank ditch exists between PUFFENDORF and
EDEREN mnning north parallel to the P‘Ub‘TENbORF‘GERﬂDNSWEILER
road to -(91&,5e»:62,5)5a In certain ﬁarts of the area the soils are

fn‘ot capable ot suppe t;-hing armor during periods of precipitation,

“The s’ceep banks to the wes’o of the ROER ‘Valley and the river are

obstacles.

d. Goncaalmept and Cover-—Concealment is offered by the small

woecl 1o+,s and ’oowns- however, it is not adequate for an armored
d.1v131on_on a narxfow front, Cover is almost non—existant throughout _
the area,

e. Avemues of Apnroach-BeCause of the predipitation the

armor is a1m0st roadbound ané’. every mwad will be an avenue of
aup}g:coac1'1° I\To terram corrldor is ava.11ab1e to our troops. The
ROER valley and the valley running 'Ghrough LINNICH-VFLZ~EDEREN-

MERZENHAUSN arkegcross—‘-comp‘a,rtments. dnother chSS—compartnxenﬁ is

 formed by the valley rumning through DERCH-GEREONSWEILER-APWELIR-

PRUMMERN, The soil trafficability is extremely poor when wet,
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4, TACTICAL EFFECT OF THE TERRAIN,

Effect on types of 0peréti-qns,reqaired to éccompli‘sh our

mission--The extreme weather conditions encour;ﬁ“ered \Qrill neces~ -
‘ s‘it‘ate attacks by émall teams of integrated armdr and infantry.‘

These ‘bé‘ér:;é will have to capture each smll town enroute %o the

objectit}es. It is almost impossi'éley”co,outflank ‘the _enémsr pos‘itions

Yecause of; lack of room for maeneuver. The enemy is capable of -

neiking each town a strong point which will only fall after assault

‘on the town. The enemy je in an extremely good posz’amn to de-

fend the ROER Valley from the high ground. to the east.

NOTZS FOR A:Pvm:‘cx“ I7-A

: lyy 101-5, Dreft, C&GS College, Ft. LeaVenworth, Xansas, 1
Sept )‘l'si pe 23/, '

, : am'inth United States Army, Opera’clons Iv, Offenswe in
, . - November, (lth Information ané Historical Servi:ee)u. De 3»

38ﬁ’ch I):.v;.sion in-"“a‘tvu‘:e of Gerrany, V;Lkzng Press, P 15.

Sta.te*nent Gen c'i. Panzer’aruppe Hemrlch Freiherr von
Luettwitz, © mnder of the U7th Panzer Corps in the Rhineland,
Allendorf, 11 Jan U7, (Traaslatecl by Christensen) passim, (All ‘

- facts, unless otherwise noted, are from this document).-

EAf‘I;erv Adction ineiao?i?:a; 2nd Armored Division, Nov Uh,
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APPENDIX V.

COMMANDERS AND PERSONALITIES

Commanders

Supreme i eadquart ers
Al] 1ed Bxpedit 1onary Forces.

Twelfth Al‘my \rro‘llp e o o & | s o

thArmy 0 e 4

L} LI s @

rmored Regiment. « . . .
attali()n [ 2 » ' . % . =

Bn Ba-'btallOn L T A A

st 'xattalloi. PRSP

2nd 33-'[3‘!73'1101‘1 " . | ¢ o @ ¢« s
.‘SI'd. Baﬁtal"On e ‘e ¢ € o * . )

| End Arﬂorec" D1v1 sion Artillery

1’-H:h Armored F.A 557 T

'(Sth Arnored. Fohe 30, 4 4 o

9&1& ArmoredvF,A.- g ’.‘ . .

82nd,-&rmored Rene 30 s v ie

17¢h Armored Engs Bhe. . 4 . . .

2nd Armoi'edeiv. Trains-\ o v s

- 2nd Armored Maintensnce 3n.

xxxxiii

66th & rrb_fed Regiment. + » 4 .+
: St‘ attallon I S R T S

2:15. {'a:t‘oallon e v e - a4 ; .

v:.a‘btalioll T TR a-

.'or, e,d Infantxfy Regiment‘

.Gen. of the Army Dwight D,
Eisenhower

+Gen, Omar N, Bradley
.Lt. Gen, Raymon §, McILain

Maj, Gen, E_rne'st ¥, Harmon

‘WBrig. Gen., John H. Collier

.3rig, Gen. I..-D. White

Ool, Ira P, Swift

. «Lt. Col, Carl 0, Parker

W Lt. Col. Lindsay C, Herkness

«Col, Paul 4. Disney

WMaj, Clifton B, Batchelder

. .Lt Gol. Lerruel Pope

oLt. Col, Harry T. Hillyard.

,Col. Sidney R. Hinds

JMaj, John W. Pinnell

.It. Col. Charles D. Etter

2Lty Ooi,.ﬁ.Ma;-sh-all L. Crowley, Jr. -

,0ol, Carl I, Futton

.It.C0ol, Tloyd P, Van Court

- 4Lt, Col, Robert A. 3Berlin

.Lt. Col. Wm R, Buster

+Lt, Col, Wheeler G, Merriam

.Lt. Col. Louis W, Correll
+Col. Louis C. Friedersdoff

.Lt. Col, .Alien L. Harts



2nd Armored Supply 3Bn. ‘\. . A | S Faward T.vSabnford-
4gtn Armored Meé,ical 3oy ww sov s .. oLt QoL. John S. Wier
ATTACHED UVITS - |
' L06th Infantry Regiment. « « o + o 4 & »0ol. Bernard »F._Hurlfass'
Teh 3abtal0M. o o o o ece o v+ o o oDb. Col, Cecil R, Everett
2nd BVa'ﬁtalion.-.y o« o S .« oo Lt. Col. James H., Reeves |
| %0d 3ab481108e + + + o v+ o v+ + + JLb. Gol, Verle D. Miller
195t ABA AW Dn (SP) .+ 4 . . . . « . . oIt Col, D, R. Corun
" 1st Zattalion, 119th Inf\ .v R /,Lt.’ Cbl,’ Rovert L. Herlong

2nd Battalion, 119th Inf « o « + .+ +'» oLt. Col. William C. Cox

L ]
L]
[ ]
-
L ]
Rl
ot
RJ -

702nd, TD In (sP) . . .. Col. ;IOhIi A, Beall
Perso:qaiities.
Name ' _}‘_2.%}_:_ e ‘ o:cjgani zation
Ai'mentra*at, George c. , Copt Co G, LLOS Inf,
. " 3rockman, Robert | oud Lt Co G, Yrst AIR,
Garob’chers, Thomas F. o Capt 2nd 3n, 41st AIR,
| Cravawd - Oept Go G, 119th Inf,
Chatfield, Henry H.  Caps  Co I, 66th AR,
_Grane, Harold 3, | It Co €, M st AIR,
| Earharb, Raymond S. B L-t: o A, H1st AR,
Bdelberg, Irving M. - v 1w Plat, 1st 3n, 67th AR,
Erbes, J'ohnb a : Capt In Su’cg, Brci Bn, 67th AR,
Faris : It Co G, 119th Irf,
Hall, William | It . Co B, 119th Inf,
Hoiy,cross! Ha_rold It Co E, 1191}5 Inf,
Bunnicutt 4_ | I 7020 TD 3n,
Felly, Sruce | Capt  Co D, €6th AT,
e = Gale G, It Co G, 119th Inf.
o Lee, Robert X, | | % | Co D, 67th AR, |
'Miiler,_charles 3. | . s/sgt o7, 119th inf,
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Name

Osborne, Thomas E.. .

Earkeiﬂ,' Wé,me R,

Pfoff, Ffanéis E.A‘
reston

Roverts, Joseph |

‘Roller, John 3.

Whi“&'ke, Ja’*les - -

White,; James L.

XXXXV

 Rank.

Lt
‘Capt.‘

Capt

Lt

Capt

It
Lt

Capt

Organization

Co 1, 67¢h AR,

. Co ‘E; 119tk .Iaf..
. Qo &:67+h AR,

8%rd AFA Bn,

GO'G-/, 66th A.R'
Co D, 66th AR,
Co I, 67th 4R,

Co G, 67th AR,



~ APPEVDIX VI

Hq 2nd Artid Div
AP0 252

K311505 :
0618001%. ov L4

To 3 , | |
| MAPS:  GSGS W41l - HOLIAID & GERMANY - 1/25,000. _\

1. a. See In’celligerce Anne:u

‘ b.- First US Army operaulnp on R of Ninth US Army makes main
L , effort of 12th Army Gp; VII Corps, on L of First US Army,
makes main effort oi First US Army. WNinth US Army protects
L flank and assists advance of First US Azmy. On or about
7 Nov U4 XITI US Gorps operates on'IL of Ninth Army. &th
Air Force supports attack (weather permitting) by satura-
tion bombing of areas. indicated and other areas in Army ,
- gone,  XIX Corps attacks in.gone, making main affort with
‘ 29th Inf Div on R to  seize and secure bridgehead over -
' ROR River via JULICH; cortimues advance to the REINE
: River, protecting I af‘ 12%h drmy Gp,

‘2. a. 204 Armd Div (reins) attacke in zone DnDay H¥-Hour (D-Day
tentatively set for 10 Nov U, exact day and hour to be
anrnounced) to seize initial objective, committing GCB
iditiallys es’cabhshmg; contact with 102nd Inf Div on Ls
protecting L flank XIX Corps, nrepared to exploit sny

~wetkness in enemy defenses in the direction of LINVICH,

~Bullk of Div will be prepared to attack E on Div order to.
seize and secure that part of assembly area in Div zone,
Div will asserble in area shown, prepared for early
crossing of ROER River: ﬁhzoug,h bridgehead established by
29th Inf Div and continuance of atte c,k to B,

b,  TROOP LIST:

GCA : ' cen
Gol J. H, Collier, Cmdg.  Bri, 'g Gen I, T. White, fuia.
Hq CCA ' S Hq CC3 '
2né 3Bn, Wst AIR " 1s% & 3d Bns, )-Flst AIR
66th AR (=~ 1st Bn) b7tk AR
Co 4, 17tk Ergr In Co B & 1 Flag Go C, 17 Engrs w/3
Co &, 702nd TD Bn (S2) flame thrower teams atchd,
, . Co A, Lgth Med D = Go B 702nd 1D 3n {SP)
.. Det Maint 3n ' Go B, 48th Med Bn
1st Plat, Btry B, 195th. . 2nc1 Bn, L065h Inf Regh
AAA Bn AW (sp) ‘Det Maint Bn
o 1st Plat, 3try A, 1951;11 .A.AA
Bn AW (u.P;
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3.

a.

- Ce

CCR

‘ "3”_ S. R Hlncls, Cm&g. _

DIV ARTY

' Gol’ Carl H‘ut ton, Cmdgs.

Hq & Hq Co, List AIR

1st Bn, 66th AR

2nd Bn, 119th Inf Regt

0o T, 17th Engr Bn

702nd TD Bn (SP) (“
Cos & & B)

Co ¢ 4B8th Med Bn

Co & 82nd Ren 3n

Hq Div Arty

14th FA 3n (# Plat Btry D,
195th 444 3n AW (SP))

78th FA Bn (4 Btry D (-1 Plat)

 195th AAA 3n AW (Sp))

92nd FA Bn (# 3try & (-1 Plat)
195th AA4 3n AY (SP))

65th FA Ba (£ 2nd Plat, 3try D,

O6A:

* HMENDORP and the high ground north thereof,
‘secumng of this objective this Bn will defend in place
~apnd the relnforcements will be detached when the danger
Lof & counterattack is over.
~ Regt, less 1 3n, now under division control, will extend

195th Ad4 3n AW (SP))
83rd FA Bn
258th T4 Gp (conmstmb of 2
Bns 4.5" gun and 2 3ns 155 m
Sp How) in dir sup 2nd AD,

DIV _CONTROL

' Hq & Hq Co 2nd Arnd Div

14eng sig Co ;
195th AAA Bn AW (SP)
(1ess Dets)

1745 Enge Bn (~Ces A, 37

% D, ~1 Plat Co G
w/3 flame thrower
~ teams atchd,)

""gond Ren Bn (~Co A)

Div Tns {f Btry B, 195th

. AAA Bn AW {SP)

UY0hth Inf Regt (~1st & 2nd
an}"‘

82nd Ren Bn (- Co 4): Prepare to move on Div order to
establish contact with 29th InfDiv on R; and/or close
possible gap between CCs; and/cr pass through 6CB and
reconnoiter to NE and ¥ to ROER River anci LINNICH; and/or
attach 1 ch Co -to each CC, '

PrepaLe plans to move on Div order to assist GCB
in ob taining initial objective by attacking in southern

- part of Div zone to seize and occupy that part of assembly
“area in Div zone.

The 3rd Bn, 406th Inf Reght attached
prior to the attack reverts to Div control when passed
through by the attack of CCB on Div order,.

' 0CB, Attack H-Hour D-Day in zome to seize initial
objectivej protect the L flamk of the Div and Corps. 3e

prepared to release part of the command upon reaching
initial objective and to be assenbled in Div Res in area

to be dosignated preparatory for crossing of the ROER River,
reconnoiter aggressively toward LINNICH and be prepared

to exploit any weakness discovered in that vic. Employ
end Bn, 406th Inf Regt reinforced by armor to seize

Upon . the

Remainder of the 4OE%h Inf

this 1line to the E including the obJective N of GEP@N&@ILER

‘and upon Div order this part of C0B sector will be turned -

over to the 102nd Inf Div. :

-ii ~‘
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£,

X

Ce

da

e

_ (to be publlshed) for pre—-arranged fires,

CCR: | Move on Div order %o assist either CC or to move

Tnto assembly area (exact location later)., Prepare plans

to assist in accomplishing missions outlined in paragraphs
f and "c" above,

Div Arty: The Div orgenic and attached artillery will

operate initially under Div control in direct support of

‘the attack and will he prepared on Div order to detach Bns
 as follows: 78th-and €3rd AFA Bns to CCB; 1Uth and 65th

AFA 3Bns to CCA; and 92nd AFA to CCR. Coordinate with

. 0@ XIX Corps arty for supporting fire, and particularly’

with the 102nd Inf Div for cowmiter-battery fire in the

- WURM River:area N of GEILENKIRCHEN. Principal effort of
“the arty will he to neutralize andl destroy tanks and SP

- guns in the towns on the immediate fronts counter~battery;
~and fires on call, Amount of preperation will be det—

ermined hased on XIX Corps arty plan. See Arty Annex

D;Lv T s See par )-r 'below.

17th Engr Bn: Move on Div order. Prepare plans to assist
advance of Div by road work, removal of mines and booby-
traps and clearance of obstacles. Co € (-1 Plat) will
move forward in ciose support of CC3B,

Hq a,nd,Hq Co, '2;';_& Armd D’iv:'f‘ Move on Div order,

(1) 411 previous 1lists of lettered code groups issued by
thie Div are revoked, CCs will use letter code groups
ag gshown on overlay in order to report locations in
clear,

(2) Special ‘emphasis will be placed on security.

(3). Special chéc? lists will be prepared to insure that

all mefsures are taken in ﬁreparatzon for attack.

() Brlor to attack, all units will be on the alert to

repel any hostile counter threat which mmht unbalance
the cormand for the attack,

Unit Tns (less combat trains) revert to control of Div Tns
Cmdr in wnit areas upon movement of major units,

" Units will carry full bhasic arunun:.tlor loals ar.d two hundred

(200) operational miles of gasoline.

Div Tns Cmdr will be resvonsidle for the orderly collection

of unit trains from areas where parent organizations have
departed and prepare them for forward movement upon order

of AC of §, G-l, :

MSR~F.ast of WURM River: UBACH-3EGGENDORF-LUVIRI CH~PUFFENDORT,

Other Administrative Matters: See Administrative Order‘#‘{

this ¥q and Change 1 thereto.

xxxxviii
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APPENDIX VII
LOGISTIGS AND S”ATISTICS'
General
At the be,g,ixmmg of the offens:tve all Znd Armored Division
| durxps '&ere Icﬁré:i’ced in the v;clnlty e:’c‘ HEEEIRLEN, FOLLAND (apprommately«
9 miles souxEWEQt of‘pALEMBERG, ERMANY),ﬂand XIX Corps installa~-
tionsl were at HESRLH, GUILDEN, and VAIKWBERG, Ninth drmy
1ocate6 its Class II & IV installatlons in and around MMSTBIGH’I‘..
On 17 Voverber the division establ1shed a truckhea-d for

Class I, III and V supplies east of the WURM River in the vicmity
of PALENBERG. Thls truck:head, located to give close support to
the combat elements of the Jﬁivision, .co,nsivé’c’ed of the 25 ton trucks
of the“Qwrtema.ster”Béttal i0n€ /Tzh,ose‘ gervice units west of the |
WURM River continued to d:aw' sﬁpplies from the dumps in vieinity
ef 'HEEBLET. o SR
’ M®s for ali classes of supplies weré' es,tabli.shed near
MEBKSTEIN, GERMANY dn 23 November, These dumps ‘sle.rved. the d(ivis/ion’

for the re:%aind,er of the ROER River Offensive,.

- Trains
Unit trains were organized intox‘A and 3 ’c‘,:t'ains.2 A trains,
géxc'ept fﬁr necessary ma.infenance, unit medical x}ehicles and in some
instances & limited number of ammunition xfehicles, operated under
C‘om‘oat Gc;mmand control 3 tra:ms, 1nc1u61n<, lrltchens, operated
’under control of the D:LVlsion Trains Commander,

Imrlng the ROER Rlver Offenswe D1v1sion Trams e’nployed.
4a fleet of nme’cy six. 2% ton trucks to haul ai visional supply
requirements. Forty:—,e’ight’ of theg\e trucks carried the needed
ammnition (Class V), forty‘t}é fuel and lubricants (Class iII).,v -

~and the remaining eight carried the rations,



It is 1nteresting’to,noté,the allocation of trucks that
hawled the ammunition, These trucks were loaded as shown below:

20 ~ 10%mm How
5 = 7brim Gun
5 - 75mm Gun
2 = 8lmm Mortar
1 ~ 75mm How ]
15 ~ Small arms, machine gun, 37mm gun, and
miscellaneous,

Vehicle Evac;iati_on

Vehicle evacuation, during this opéra.tion, present ed
quite a' problem, If av vehiéle was disabled oi- knécked out along
a road; evacwtion wasg relativeiy ea‘.sy,’but for the most part the
tanks and half-tracks which becams casualties in the fields had to
be abandoned because of the muddy condition c‘x_t”v the ground, In some
instances, evacuation of tanks‘fr‘om fields was attempted, 'butvit'
~ proved & major éngineering‘pbro,‘ject t¢ accomplish,
 The following nmber of vehiéle éasualtiesf,' sustained by

: 5

the division, were evacuated to shops of the Maintenancé-Bé«ttalik)n.-"'

Ag a result of - Not as a result

enemy action of evomy action
- Tanks & SP Arty -, 60 ~ 166
Half tracks, Sct
& Arm'd Cars o 5 ’ 19
411 other vehicles ' i 139
- Total ' ge . - 324

. In addition to the above, some Chruchill Tanks of Squadron 3,

lst Eifé and Forfar Yeomanry (Br) were evacuated,

1

Supply Problems

'T_'he shortage of certain types of ammunition created the
most eritical supply -problem of thei operation. The problem was such
that General Simpson, Cbmanding Geﬁei‘al of Yinth Adrmy, i’ssued
orders whic‘:h. rationed many"type's‘of ammun‘ition.a The 2nd Armored
Division keenly felt the 're“strictions qh expenditures of Sl.mm W,
 75mm gumn We, 105m Howitzer (all §ypeé.), and 76mm gun arror plercing

(especially hyper-velocity) ;7




r—————

Because Of the muddy ground, ‘it was desirable that all

tankS;be equipped with track oonnector extevsions ("&uck bhills")

to increase flotation, At the beginning of}the offen31ve4most

ténks mad been sb eqyirped, 'Theée extensions were manufactured
for the 2nd Arrored Division in LIRGE, J5CITH, and Defore bhe
end of the operation all ﬁéﬁké in the division had beén provided
wiﬁh thém. The installation of the~extensidns to the traqk connect—
ors presented an additibnai yﬁﬁblém‘pdr the Maintenancé Zattalion
for which: they set up a special shop and used produetion line
method.s.g ; |

The division main supply route, for the first part of the

\ .
operatian, followed the SGHERPENSW:&~DJACQ~3E GENDORE“LOVERICFﬁ

PUFFENDORF Road, The heavy tra*flc over the road sdon destroyed

the surfaée. ‘What had been a8 road developed into a quagnire,

Statistics
~During this operation; the division evacuated 2'u38

casualtles, expended 75,861 rounds of 105mm howitzer ammunltlon

_and 621 tons of ammnition other than 105mm, consumed 80,870

gallons of gasollne, 2,130 gallons of diesel fuel and 12 715

gallons of 0il of all.types, and captured,g,u24 prlsoners of War;9_
: ) , . ‘ . 10

The engineer water points furnished 1,400,000 gallons of water,

In addition the division sustained the foliowlng losses:

Pers§nnel Battle Gagualtiés‘

Filled  Wounded Missing |

in dction in Action  ia Action Totals

off EM  Off EM Off E  Off
CCA 56U 20 387 O 67 25 518
ep 11123 % 6L 0 1m b 915
Totals 16 187 _B6 1048 0O

198 rf2 1h33

141



v )
- Bquipment Lossesl
. Engineer

Bloclk, Snateh, 16" 4 diameter
Gase, map, plastic, 127x18"
Cormparss, Lensatic ‘
Compags, Watch -

- Cable, steel, 1 dnch diameter

Demolition Kit, Cavalry
Class, Readlng, Magnifying
Nets, camouflage, fabric twine:
361 x Ll
Lrt x Lst

 Net, camouflage, for steel helmet
Pens, lettering, speedball, sets
 Protractor, fas range def 18"

i

Protractor, semi-circular, grad
in degrees

Scale, coordinate,, plastlc, grad
in yards, 1/20,000 & 1/62,500,

& in meters 1/25,000 & 1/50,000

Scale, cbordlnate, 1/65 000
Medlcal

Kit, Medical,‘mco

Xit, Medical, Officers

Kit, Medical, privates

Xit, 1st aid, Gas Gasualiy
Kit, 1st aig, M, V,, 24 unit
¥it, 1st aid, M., V., 12 unit

Chemical Warfére

Mask, Gas, Service, lt. weight
Ap'pa-ratus, ﬂeCOn, 12"‘Qf3.

Qrdnance
oSttt

Tank, Medium, M4 w/75mm gun

Tank, Medium MUAl, w/76mm gun

Tank, Light MBAI

Truck, Trailer, 4O~Ton Tk Trans—
port U25

Truck, 2;3*~ton, 6x6 cargo

Truck, 3/ ton, Weapons Carrier

Truck, 1/4-ton, Uzt

Motorcyele, H.D.y Solo

Gun, Machine, Cal 30, M1919aH

Gun, Machine, Cal 50, HB, M2

Gun, Machine, Cal 30, M1919&5

Gun, Machine,Cal 30, M19174l

Gun, Sub-machine, Cal Y5, M1

Launcher, Grenade, Ml

Isuncher, Grenade, M8

Iauncher, Rocket, AT, MiAl

Mount, Tripod, Cal 50, M3

Mount, Tripod, Cal 30, M2

Mount, Pripod, Cal 30 MI917AL

 Mortar, Slmm, ML

Mortar, 60mm, M2

FECETE

6
2001

12
18
17

L3
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-

Case, carrying, 30 rd SMG

Ordnance (Cont!'d)

Post aiming, ML. :
Projector, pyrotechnic, hand M9
Rifle, US Prg, Auto, M191842
Rifle, US-Cal 30, ML903A4, Snipers
Sight, M4, for mortar
Binocular, M3

Binocular, MK2L

Circle, Aiming, M1 ‘
Watch, pocket, 15 or more jewels
Watch, wrist, 7~9 Jewels

Quartermster

Jag, Carrying, Rocket

‘Can. corr, nest, 16 gzal.

Can, corr, nest, 32 gal,
Can, water, 5 gal.
Cutter, wire

Fly, tent, wall, large
Heater, water, immersion type
Pauiin, canvas, 12! x 17!
Stove, 1 burner, gas

Tent, CP

Sigmal

Axle s BIJ"'ZT"A
Antenna, AN-U45
Bel%, L0-23
Jiowtoreh, Ti-130
Glimber, LC-6
Godit, (eibl
| sll types
Devector Set, SUR-625

¢

‘Dynsmotor, D

Lynamotor, LM%
Iyvaamotor. DM-37

Tlashlight, TI-122

Flag Set, M-238
Handset, TS-13
Headset, HS-30

Headset, P-23

Headset, HS-19.

Headset, HS~18

Head & Chest Set, HS-19
Holder, M-167
Lentern, Port., 6=-volt
Loudspeaker, LS-3

Maint Equipment, ME-13
Mast 3Jase, all types
Mast Base dracket, MP-RHO
Mast Section, all types

' Microphone, T-17

Microphone, T-30

. - "
== o Il

=
OR AN

108

106
)ifs)
2,200
128
11k



Signal (Cont!d)

Panel, AL-140 = ‘ 207
‘Panel, AL-141 ‘ 210
. Panel Set, AP-30-C : 1
Panel Set, AP-50-4 : 1
Pliers, TI~13 ‘ 7
Radio Set, SCR 300 ‘ 5
Radio Set, SCR 508 17
Radio Set, SCR 509 o 1
: Radio Set, SCR 510 ‘ 26
| Radio Set, SCR 528 1
b " Radio Set, SCR 536 . b
j ‘Radio Set, SCR 538 27
- Radio ‘Set, SCR 608 2
Radio Set, SCR 610 8
Radio Receiver, 2C 603 6
Remote Control Unit, RM-29 1
» Reel Unit RI~31 ‘ 13
. . Switchboard Unit, EE-2 6
' ‘Switchhoard, BD-72 1
- Transmitter, 30604 4
Telephone, EE~8-A 59
Terminal Strip, TM-184 9
Test Clip,. CD-190 6
Test Clip, CD-478 2
- Tool Equipment, A1l types T
Tubes, all types : 6,19

. : Test Set, I-176
Voltmeter, I~166
Wire Pike, MC-123

F I~

4 Tony Losses
Personnel
Killed s  Prisoners -
; (estimated) of War
cca 230 728
COB 600 13657
Totals - 83 2,385

Material »Destroyed

Tanks SP Guns Mise
: (Veh, wpns)-
oA .20 3 3
- 0CB 36 6 67
Div Arty 22 3 12
Air Spt - 8 N 2 1.
Y - Totals g6 ‘ 12 135

1iv



| OTES FOR APPENDIX VII
l.Army' Supply Points earmarked for XIX Corps.

: _ 2Presently referred to as Combat and Field Trains., 4
trains consist of thosy vehicles of the battal ion trains which
are required for immedidte support of combat operations, 3

trains consist of those:vehicles which are not required for the
imrediate support of combat operations, and which are not 1nc1uded
in the hattalion 4 trains,

\ 3Persc;nal int»ervyiew, Lt, Col, F. M. Muller, formerly
Assistant G-}, 2nd Armored Division, at Fort Knox, Ky., 5
November 1948,

Mruia,

FiA“‘tev' Action Report, P‘eadquarters Mainterance Bat-
talion, 2nd Armored. D1v1sion, Noverber 1944

6Ninth U. 8, Arm ' Operations v, Offens;we in November

1984 (Uth Information & Historical Service)

Top, Cit., Muller.

81hid,

9*Xfter Action Repart 2nd Armored Division, ‘November 1914&.'

1opf+er Action epows .L'(th Zroored Fngineer Jattalion, 2nd

Armored Divi sion, OVemT*er 19
115..’11;91’2* , 2nd Arn'd Div., November 19ul,

2. . e " -
Notes, Lt. Coli. F. M, Mulier
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. APPENDIX VIII

‘Ma_ps

A, Area of Operations
3., Joundaries and Front Lines

C. Aﬁta‘ck :,Posit‘ions and Ohjectives
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